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Drought and its consequences along with mismanagement have caused the drying up of underground re-
sources and water stress in a number of villages in the country. Kushk Qazi village is one of the villages of Fasa
city in Fars province. All its water resources have dried up and dozens of families whose livelihood depended
on agriculture are now facing unemployment, poverty and migration. Natural disasters, including water scar-
city, are multifaceted phenomena. In this study, a qualitative and critical approach is used to study the gender
aspect and lived experience of rural women using the phenomenological method. Field data in this study were
collected through purposive sampling and in-depth interviews with 20 women in the village of Kushk Qazi, as
well as field observation and note-taking. Then using the analytical induction technique; sub-themes, main
and final themes have been discovered and extracted. The three main themes of systematic poverty are the
scarcity mentality, the perception of adaptation, and the "accumulation of super-challenges" which has been

Key words: extracted as the final theme. Systematic impoverishment due to unjust and inefficient structures and laws, lack
Sustainable devel- : of perception of adaptation and psychological barrier of scarcity mentality have caused adaptation to dehydra-
opment, Inequal- tion to face serious obstacles. All these reasons, along with the previous challenges, have created new forms of
ity, Rural women, harms and inequalities and have led to a phenomenon called "accumulation of super-challenges", resulting in
Scarcity mentality, the vulnerability of the poor, such as women, who have already faced all kinds of inequalities and constraints
Adaptability : and have exposed them to the harms and dangers posed by these super-challenges.
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currence of natural disasters, including drought, in parts

Extended Abstract of the world, including the Middle East and Iran. This
phenomenon, along with mismanagement, has led to the
1. Introduction loss of groundwater resources and water stress and has
affected a significant number of the country's provinces.
limate change, global warming, dehy- Kushk Qazi village in the east of the Fars province is one
dration and drought have led to the oc-
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of the communities where water resources have dried
up, and farmed housing is dependent on agriculture and
the community is now faced with unemployment, pov-
erty, and immigration. In addition to the overall effects of
natural disasters, including lack of access to healthcare,
cultural, political and legal pressures that affect women
's vulnerability, women also face consequences such as
increased rates of domestic and sexual violence, risk of
psychological breakdown, and complex social issues.
Since natural disasters such as drought are a multifaceted
phenomenon, this qualitative study has been conducted
using phenomenological methods in gender alalysis.

2. Methodology

This is a qualitative research with a critical and change-
oriented approach. Research Methodology in this study is
phenomenological and aims to understand and interpret
the experience of women living under water stress condi-
tions in the village of Koush Qazi. For the purpose of this
study, field observation, as well as interviews with twenty
rural women who were selected through purposeful sam-
pling, were conducted. The average age of these women
was about forty, they were native to the village, and were
selected through local guides and researchers. After data
collection, through analytical induction, the sub-themes,
the main themes, and the general outlook were discovered
and extracted.

3. Results

The three main themes of systematic poverty are scar-
city mentality and adaptation perception, and super-
challenge accumulation, which has been extracted as the
ultimate theme. Based on the results of this study, project
attitudes toward development with multiple employers
with inflicting attitudes, ineffective management and cor-
ruption, ignorance caused by a lack of faith in the reduc-
ibility of water resources and indiscriminate harvesting,
the unprecedented growth of private orchards and emerg-
ing semi-arid farms with the cataclysmic attitude of the
wealthy provided a wealth of money by drying up the
water supply for others and caused drying up of village
water resources. Systematic poverty due to unfair and in-
efficient structures and laws, lack of perception of com-
patibility psychological barriers such as scarcity mentality
of the people about adaptation to dehydration and climate
change have posed serious obstacles. All of these argu-
ments, along with previous challenges, have led to new
forms of harm and inequality, leading to a phenomenon
called "accumulation of super-challenges", which has re-
sulted in the invulnerability of the poor, such as women,
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already faced with inequalities and limitations, and have
exposed them to the dangers of these super-challenges.

4. Discussion

Women face some social, cultural, and legal constraints
that make the process of adaptation difficult - removing
restrictions on land access, ownership, facilities, and hav-
ing an independent bank account. Along with technology
education, marketing, and social and financial skills are
essential for women. Job skills training, revitalization of
cultural resources, business, and communication skills
training can replace lost jobs without the need for water.
According to this research, revitalizing cultural resources,
along with recognizing the potential of rural tourism,
can redefine the village and change the old approach of
rural-based farming. Adaptation to climate change is re-
ally about discovering capabilities and developing skills
to sustain rural life. Evacuating villages and moving vil-
lagers to the outskirts of big cities has done irreparable
damage to families, especially women. Child marriage is
prevalent as many rural girls do not get married because of
poverty. Falling into the trap of human trafficking gangs,
sexual slavery, domestic slavery, risky and wandering mi-
grations, addiction, violence, and dozens of other social
damages to rural drought-prone immigrants is a costly
burden on the government. But preventing the source of
the problem can preserve rural life, and in addition to low-
ering the cost of exposure, new jobs will lead to economic
growth for the country. The rural life system will be main-
tained, and violence against women will decrease.

5. Conclusion

Adaptation to climate change is really about discover-
ing capabilities and developing skills to sustain rural life.
Evacuating villages and moving villagers to the outskirts
of big cities has done irreparable damage to families, es-
pecially women. The rural life system will be maintained,
and violence against women will decrease. Adaptation to
dehydration is not just structural work done by engineers,
but personal work that must be done by humans. Social
systems with flexibility, continuous education, and self-
healing can adapt themselves to the climate for thousands
of years as humans have adapted to the environment.
That's the sustainable development approach. In the sus-
tainable development approach, human efforts to control
the setting have been eliminated, and the tools are at the
service of society and the environment.
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