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1. See Gewirth, 1982.

2. See, for instance, Finnis, Natural Law and Natural Rights; and Gewirth, Human Rights.

3. For the liberty-based category see, for instance, Hart, ““Are There Any Natural Rights?";
and Steiner, An Essay on Rights. For the autonomy-based category see, e. g. , Raz, The

Morality of Freedom. Finally, for the equality-based category see Dworkin, Taking Rights
Seriously.
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1. Hillel Steiner
2. mutual coexistence (compossibility)
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1. *Ought implies can.  See Steiner, “Moral Conflict and Prescriptivism”; and
Zimmerman, The Concept of Moral Obligation.
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Right as a Building Element of Justice
Mohammad Rasekh'
Abstract

Right i1s of great significance in political, moral and legal realms.
Authors belonging to various schools have dealt with different aspects of
rights and have attempted to put forward an intellectual system in this
regard. Among such endeavors, we can point to studies and intellectual
efforts made by Professor Hillel Steiner, a contemporary political
philosopher, who emphasizes the existence of a particular correlation and
relationship between “nghts” and “justice”, in such a way that he
includes his views and arguments under the category of “right as a
building element of justice” so that he ultimately considers right as an
indivisible part of justice. Of course, the relationship between nght and
justice 1s denived from the “co-existence” relationship between rights.

The aforementioned theory 1s based on a “libertarian™ foundation and
therefore set justice on the assumption of the basic value of liberty. In
this research, we shall delineate Professor Hillel Steiner’s theory, and
then subject 1t to analyses and criticism.

KeyWords: rights, justice, co-existence of rights, liberty, equality

1. Professor of Law and Philosophy, Department of Public Law and Economic Law, the
Faculty of Law, Shahid-Beheshti University, Tehran (Email: m-rasekh@sbu.ac.ir).
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