The Quarterly Journal of Philosophical Investigations
University of Tabriz-Tran

ISSN (print): 2251-7960 ISSN (online): 2423-4419

Journal Homepage: www.philosophy.Tabrizu.ac.ir

Vol. 14/ Issue: 33/ Winter 2021

Meaningless of metaphysics in Kant's view

Received date: 2020.09.23  Accepted date: 2020.10.20
PP. 386-403
DOI: 10.22034/jpiut.2020.41972.2673

Aliasghar Morovvat
Assistant Professor of philosophy, Bu-Ali Sina University of Hamadan. Hamadan. Iran.
ali1387m@yahoo.com

Abstract

This Kant’s sentence that “Understanding is uncontent without Intuition and Intuition is
blind without Understanding” is very famous. On this opinion, some contemporary
commentators as Strawson, Warnock, Ewing proposed Kant as leather of positivism and folk
language in which them transcendental metaphysics rejected as some meaningless sentences.
In this paper I want to show there are some principal sentences as “Reason’ Ideas are
belonging to faith”, “they are thinking” and “hierarchical use of ideas” that prove meaningful
of transcendental metaphysics. Moreover, we can believe to transcendental metaphysics,
however we say “Understanding is uncontent without Intuition”.
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Introduction

There are several ways to oppose metaphysics, with the first being semantic approach, in
which, the significance of metaphysical statements is denied. Secondly, through
epistemological approach, in which, the power of reason to prove metaphysical judgments is
rejected. Thirdly, through axiological approach, in which, the metaphysical research is
consideted as worthless and a waste of time. However, we will address the semantic
opposition to metaphysics with an emphasis on Immanuel Kant's philosophy. In the 20t
century, it has been extensively discussed in the form of several philosophical schools such as
Russell's Logical Atomism, Logical Positivism, and Conventional Langnage of Philosophy. Some
scholars pioneering in the Kantian philosophy such as Ewing, Travon, and Warnock, etc., by
presenting a backbone to Kant's works believed it a grace for him for considering metaphysics
as meaningless over the aforementioned philosophies. In expressing one of his fundamental
views, Kant spoke of the irrationality of transcendental metaphysical precepts. In other parts
of his work, however, his views stress on the metaphysical significance. The same
contradiction in Kant's views has given rise to an antinomy in his critical philosophy i.e.
considering metaphysics as meaningless and vice versa at the same time. In this article, we are
seeking a way to help resolve this conflict while maintaining Kant's fundamental views.

Empty Categories and Blind Intuitions

For Kant "Understanding without intuitions is empty, and intuitions without concepts are
blind." By elaborating empirical rules, he separates two aspects of “form” and “matter” in
them. The “form” is a logical rule of sentences that are filled with manifestations. In other
words, manifestations are sensory data in the form of time and place. Kant has learnt from
Aristotle that “form” and “matter” do not have a separate identity, and therefore, a ruling that
contains only form and devoid of matter is improbable. Kant derives twelve- categories from
the logical form of rulings. According to him, these categories, in empirical rulings, refer to
sensory manifestations and their application leads to the acquisition of knowledge. Sensory
manifestations are the product of intuitional activities and knowledge is not formed without
them. But in metaphysics, philosophers achieve metaphysical rules by applying categories
beyond a possible experience and without intuitive data other than empirical intuition. These
rulings contain only the form and have no content. Here Kant sums up the meaninglessness
of metaphysical precepts.

Incompatible Fundamental Views

If one can derive the meaninglessness of metaphysical precepts from this fundamental view
in Kant's philosophy i.e. thoughts (understanding) without intuition are meaningless, one can
reach a contradictory conclusion from other views in his philosophy, and that is, metaphysics
is meaningful. As Kant considers the ideas of reason (God, soul, authority, etc.) as related to
faith and not to knowledge and that he does not though call them cognizable but
contemplative and speaks of their systematic use, all these are meaningful categories where
those ideas have been applied. Apart from his ideas of reason and the view that statements
have no sublime application, Kant believes in their transcendental meanings. Therefore, if
metaphysical meaninglessness can be obtained from one of Kant's views, the same can be
concluded from his other points of views.

Semantic Antinomy

To Kant, transcendental metaphysics is not a science since it contains antinomies. However,
it is interesting to note that, given what has been said so far, at least one antinomy in critical
philosophy (which Kant considers as a science) can be seen. Thesis: Metaphysical statements
are meaningless. Antithesis: Metaphysical statements are meaningful. It is now our duty to try
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to resolve this conflict in favor of the Kantian philosophy, if possible, by trying to preserve
Kant's fundamental ideas and eliminate his incompatible and secondary ideas.

Authoritative Solution

To find a way to resolve the aforementioned conflict, we proceed with an example: in applying
a statement of the cause of hot and boiling water, causality is one of the concepts of
understanding and heat and boiling water are manifestations of the power of intuition. The
empirical rule that can be deduced from the application of the above statement is: "Heat is
the cause of boiling water". Although the substance and form of this imperative are not
realized without each other, but Kant, using his mental power, has been able to consider the
two (matter and form) separate from each other. Now we ask: When the metaphysical
philosopher speaks of the reason of God in relation to the world, what does he perceive about
the cause and effect as well as God and the world? The purpose of God is a cause that is not
itself effect and the purpose of the world is a set of causes that are themselves effects. Thus,
God and the world are defined by cause and effect, but if we take into account these two as
different from their intuitive contents, do intuitions of these concepts have a productive
meaning? It can be responded as: when the metaphysical philosopher imagines the cause, he
has an intuitive content in his mind, for example, while imagining the cause, he has an idea of
heat in his mind and hence; causality becomes comprehensible to him, and perceives the
effect, too, with an experimental content, such as boiling water. However, metaphysical
philosophers, like Kant, have the power of abstraction and can separate the form (causality
and affectability) from the matter (intuitive content) and in their metaphysical reflections they
solely consider the status of form whereas, the status of matter is just to realize and maintain
the dignity of the form. And in this case, the metaphysical philosopher can have an abstract
understanding of the cause and effect and through their transcendental meaning think as per
se. Of course, in this thought process, according to Kant, the metaphysical philosopher utters
meaningful metaphysical precepts, but in his arguments suffers from antinomies and becomes
away from true science.

Conclusion

This view can be maintained in Kant's philosophy that "thoughts without intuitions
Understanding is empty and intuitions without Understanding are blind", but at the same
time, considering the abstract work, it cannot be concluded from this view that metaphysical
statements are absurd. Kant's remarks on the meaninglessness of transcendental metaphysics
are concise, and given that the linguistic approach was not Kant's main concern, it can be
considered a subsidiary view in his philosophy. Since, his belief is in the transcendental
meaning of statements and in faith and contemplation as well as in regulatory use of the ideas
of reason, incompatible views of Kant can be excluded from his philosophy.
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