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Abstract

Reducing Being hierarchies down to the physical entities, empirical science having
occupied with destroying the sanctity of the universe; does thinking about Sacred
architecture suggests a way to release contemporary man from nihilism?

The authors’ response is affirmative; therefore, investigating the quality of Sacred
disclosure in the religious architecture of Islam and Hinduism, they search for
understanding a lost meaning that had been manifesting there.

The method of research consists of a comparative study about Islamic mosques and
Hindu temples according to phenomenology. Offering existential relation with Sacred
architecture by a personal experience for understanding the quality of Sacred
manifestation, they criticize semiology and phenomenology methods.
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Reducing Being hierarchies down to the physical entities, empirical science
having occupied with destroying the sanctity of the universe; does thinking about
Sacred architecture suggests a way to release contemporary man from nihilism?

The authors’ response is affirmative; therefore, investigating the quality of
Sacred disclosure in the religious architecture of Islam and Hinduism, they search
for understanding a lost meaning that had been manifesting there.

The method of research consists of a comparative study about Islamic
mosques and Hindu temples according to phenomenology. Offering existential
relation with Sacred architecture by a personal experience for understanding the
quality of Sacred manifestation, they criticize semiology and phenomenology
methods.

The issue is that the quality of Sacred disclosure isn’t truly perceived by such
modern methods because of the different relations between language and
meaning in the traditional world with a modern one.

Seeing both nature and culture as dwelling places for Sacred disclosure,
indeed, traditional man believes to the substantial sanctity of art and nature.
Disclosure differently in various cultures, Being configures different visual spaces
such as Hindu temples and Islamic mosques. Sacred manifested by the void
spaces and the geometrical, arabesque and scriptural motives as Islamic mosques
language; such a visual language differs from that of Hindu temples that consists
of an iconographic language.

The meaning is not intentional but substantial and unintentional in such
traditional cultures; symbol, as a substantial meaning, is an Image for a mystery;
it is the only method to explain the spiritual reality that is met in a specific way
and it isn’t determined forever rather it has a new mystery meaning that is to be
detected later through continuous personal experiences.

On the other hand, the meaning of Sacred architecture is not to be
understood according to the phenomenology too; since it considers religious
building in itself, not regarding Sacred manifestation, while according to
traditional cultures, Sacred manifests Himself through architecture only for His
elite as they personally experience a new wortld beyond the physical one; but
visual forms, according to phenomenology, hasn’t to connote to any other world
or entities such as Plato Ideas. Christian Nurnberg Schultz, for example, used
from the concept of the image instead of sign or symbol; against the sign that is
indicative and unlike the symbol that operates by substitution, he believed, the
image is another thing which is new and specific; passing over from its
components, the image is a materialized expression of the concept of presence.
It presents a world but not a Platonic one.

Agreeing with symbolic views about religious architecture, the authors believe
that Sacred differently manifested by language itself but only rather for those who
have a personal experience there than similarly for everyone who knows the
meaning of symbols. The meaning of religious architecture unveiled by the
devout without giving any intentional meaning to the architecture. The most
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important is the sanctity of everything there not their meaning. Everything is, in
fact, blessed there then meaningful.
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