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Abstract

This article, focusing on the inclusion- in- notion principle in the philosophy of Leibniz and its reading
by Gilles Deleuze, claims that Deleuzian approach in the philosophical critique of the philosophy of
Leibniz leads to recreation of the concept of the fold and the subject of fold in Leibnizian thought. To
achieve this goal, we initially provide an in-depth study of this principle and its related principles in his
philosophy and place emphasis upon their ontological aspect. Then we organize Deleuze’s reading of
Leibniz’s philosophy around the inclusion-in-notion principle and picture the world of foldings as the
outcome of such reading. We make an effort to clarify how the reading of this principle by Deleuze
creates new possibilities in the philosophy of Leibniz and gives birth to the Leibnizian- Deleuzian
subject of the fold. Therefore, in the last step, we study this Leibnizian- Deleuzian subject and its
characteristics, which is the result of the inclusion- in- notion principle.

Keywords: Containment Theory, Deleuze, Inclusion, Fold, Leibniz, Predicate in notion,
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Introduction

Gilles Deleuze reads Leibniz as an exasperated philosopher who engages in the mad creation
of concepts. His presentation of Leibniz is a reactivation of his philosophy and shows the
hidden possibilities of this classical philosophy. This article, concentrating on Leibniz’s
inclusion- in- notion principle and the concept of “fold”, shows how Deleuzian reading and
his reactivation of Leibniz’s philosophy recreates the new Leibnizian-Deleuzian subject of

fold.
1. the Inclusion Principle and its Aspects in Leibniz’s Thought

Predicate - in- notion principle and the Concept Containment Theory of Truth first appeared
in Leibniz’s Discourse on Metaphysics. According to Concept Containment Theory of Truth, the
notion of the predicate is included in the concept of subject in every true affirmative
proposition. For Leibniz, this inclusion is the case in both identical and non-identical
propositions. Then in synthetic propositions, also the concept of subject includes all of its
predicates, and it is a complete entity or the individual substance.

1.1. The Expansion of the Inclusion Principle

Leibniz suggests that contingent truths, like “Caesar crossed the Rubicon”, are based on the
principle of sufficient reason. The complete concept of every substance includes the entire
world as its sufficient reason. Individual substance mirrors the world and has all the past,
present, and future predicates. Therefore, the complete concept as the individual substance is
the result of inclusion- in- notion theory, acquired by applying the principle of sufficient
reason.

2. Deleuze’s Reading of the Inclusion in Notion Principle

Deleuze distinguishes the propositions of reciprocity and inclusion as two types of identical
propositions in Leibniz‘s theory. As every analytical proposition is true, according to the
identity principle, every true proposition is analytical and the subject and predicate have the
relation of reciprocity or inclusion. Then the sufficient reason means that every predicate has
a reason in the concept of subject. In other words, whatever relates to a thing or occurs to it
is necessary for it. The individual substance expresses the entire world. Of course, in a non-
identical proposition the law of continuity rules on the subject and predicate with differential
relations. Therefore, individuals always express or unroll and unfold the world. In Deleuzian
reading, the predicates are not attributes but events. Also, the subject folds and unfolds. The
world is enveloped in the subject as an event.

3. The subject of fold

As Badiou affirms, the Leibniz-Deleuze’s fold is a new concept of the subject which is not
cogito or intentionality or empty sign. But it is the figure of interiority instead of
transcendental. The subject of fold is the subject of perspective. It is the subject of expression
and it narrates the world. It has no object and does not conceive or represent any object. The
subject is One/Multiple and it includes the infinity of predicates.

4. Inclusion

Deleuzian reading of Leibniz’s philosophy could be considered in the light of his
understanding of philosophy. This approach leaves no place for questions of faithfulness to
Leibniz and sees his work as a recreation of concepts. In this definition of philosophy,
critiquing a philosophy is like producing new weapons out of old cannonballs. Hence,
Leibniz’s concept of inclusion in Deleuze’s plane turns into the concept of the fold, and here
the new concept of the subject emerges.
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