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Abstract

The relationship between reason and sharia has been one of the most important and
controversial issues among religious thinkers. The main question of this article is "What is
the effect of Ibn Rushd on Ibn Maimon in using reason in Shati'a?" Some of the points that
we achieved in this research indicate the deep influence of Ibn Rushd on Ibn Maimon in the
discussion of reason and Shari'a. In various passages of his works, Ibn Rushd warns of the
dangers of pure rationalism and restricts its use in sharia. He believes that the intellect alone
cannot interpret and should be done by the people of Shati'a with the conditions explained
in religion. Ibn Maimon also states that the use of reason in the sharia is conditional and
believes that the Bible of Judaism sets the standard for the use of reason in the Shari'a,
which is done by the people of the sharia. In applying the views of Ibn Rushd and Ibn
Maimon, we encounter reasons that emphasize the influence of Ibn Rushd on Ibn Maimon
in this issue.

Keywords: Muhammad ibn Rushd, Moses Ibn Maimon, Limitation of Reason,
Supetiority of Shati'a.
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Introduction

Dealing with reason in religious texts is one of the issues that has occupied the minds of
thinkers of different religions. In this regard, fundamental differences in the field of each of
the Abrahamic religions have arisen throughout history and each of the intellect and religion
has preoccupied its followers. In this field, Ibn Maimon was able to make a profound
impact, directly or indirtectly, on Judaism and Christianity by deeply understanding the
teachings of Aristotle and writing and teaching about them. In this section, some important
questions about this philosophical influence in the field of Judaism (i.e on Moses) are
mentioned: What is Ibn Rushd's view on the interaction of philosophy and religion? Can he
be called a philosopher or a theologian? What is the view of Musa ibn Maimon on the
interaction of philosophy and religion? Is Ibn Maimon a theologian or a philosopher? What
effects did Ibn Rushd have on Ibn Maimonn?

Writings have been published about each of Ibn Rushd and Ibn Maimon, but I have no
article on Ibn Rushd's influence on Ibn Maimon with the approach of limiting reason in
Shari'a.

1. Ibn Rushd's view

In Mu'tazilite thought, reason and rational rules have a fundamental and decisive role in
discovering and inferring religious beliefs as well as proving and defending these beliefs. On
the other hand, some considered the role of reason to be very insignificant and removed it
from the circle of religion, which can be seen in the people of Hadith and Akhbarians.

1.1. Rationality according to the Shari'a

An important point to which some scholars have paid less attention is Ibn Rushd's firm
belief in rationality based on the Shari'a. In other words, if reason without Shari'a is used in
religious teachings, it is void. Therefore, the group that believes that Ibn Rushd endorsed
Aristotle's philosophy and preferred rationalism to Shari'a is incorrect. In this section, to
prove this important point, some of his phrases are mentioned.

1-2. Assigning interpretation to the people of Sharia

On the other hand, according to Ibn Rushd, Shari'a has two meanings: the meaning of
appearance and the meaning of interior. And these two are a philosophical unit. If
appearance was in conflict with the laws of reason, it must be interpreted, and if it was in
accordance with the laws of reason, it must be accepted without interpretation.

2. Ibn Maimon's view

In Judaism, as in Islam, there are differences about the relationship between reason and
religion. Some tried to limit the scope of reason and focus only on the Bible, which was the
case with most Jewish thinkers before the middle ages.

2-1. Rationality according to the Shari'a

Ibn Maimon believes that in the universe there are things that can be understood by human
intellect; on the contrary, some things are outside the realm of intellect and the way to reach
and understand them is blocked for man.

2-2. Assigning interpretation to the people of Sharia

Ibn Maimon, with genius beyond his predecessor, points out that in some of the meanings
of the names mentioned in the holy books, they cannot be explicitly accepted; because it
may mean abrogation, virtual, symbolic, and so on. Sometimes the intention of the meaning
of abrogation and so on causes them to slip.
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3. The influence of Ibn Rushd on Ibn Maimon

After a separate study of the views of Ibn Rushd and Ibn Maimon on the limitation of
reason in the Shari'a, in this section the influence of Ibn Rushd on Ibn Maimon is explained.
At the beginning of this section, the West is influenced by Ibn Rushd, and then some
reasons will be explained.

4. Conclusion

Ibn Rushd, as a Muslim thinker, based on Islamic texts, concludes that reason should be
used alongside Sharia. Ibn Rushd was able to raise intellectual issues and write various
commentaries on Aristotle's works, in which he interpreted his views and removed some
ambiguities and was considered by the West, especially Ibn Maimon.
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