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Abstract

The title of the present article describes its main problematic. The text begins with
Nietzsche's various uses of culture (cultivation, education, civilization, etc.). From his first
serious texts, such as the Birth of Tragedy, to the mystical fragmentations of the last days
before insanity, and even to the last unpublished writings of The Wil to Power, Nietzsche has
always been involved with "culture." This conflict, however, is not a conflict with a concept
alongside other concepts, but something beyond it, a confrontation with the density of all
forces under a single common name. In this regard, we first look at the positive and
negative aspects of culture in Nietzsche's view. Then, through a radical interpretation and
internalization of both sides, we will penetrate into the layers of Nietzsche's critical
encounter with culture. Finally, we utilize these discussions in order to briefly point to what
Nietzsche predicted for today's world: the inevitable Nihilism of our age.
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The title of the present article describes its main problematic. The text begins with
Nietzsche's vatious uses of culture (cultivation, education, civilization, etc.). From his first
serious texts, such as the Bir#h of Tragedy, to the mystical fragmentations of the last days
before insanity, and even to the last unpublished writings of The Wil to Power, Nietzsche has
always been involved with "culture." This conflict, howevert, is not a conflict with a concept
alongside other concepts, but something beyond it, a confrontation with the density of all
forces under a single common name. In this regard, we first look at the positive and
negative aspects of culture in Nietzsche's view. Then, through a radical interpretation and
internalization of both sides, we will penetrate into the layers of Nietzsche's critical
encounter with culture. Finally, we utilize these discussions in order to briefly point to what
Nietzsche predicted for today's world: the inevitable Nihilism of our age.

For Nietzsche, the term "culture" has wvarious and sometimes contradictory
significations. Any limited and specific claim about the true meaning of culture for
Nietzsche would be one-sided. It is not just a matter of examining Nietzsche as an anti-
system philosopher (which itself brings suffering to any form of research about Nietzsche).
More importantly, here the problem is that, unlike many of Nietzsche’s technical terms
(such as "Superhuman", "eternal return", "life", "will to power", etc.), he commonly uses
the word "culture" as a non-technical term and, as a result, does not impose any restrictions
on its various uses. There is also an additional problem, originating, not specifically from
Nietzsche’s works, but from the historical ambiguity that surrounds the concept of culture
in German philosophy. In particular, this ambiguity is especially evident in the distinction
between Bildung and Kultur and all the multiple meanings of the two terms. It is necessary
to point out here that, as demonstrated in the article, Nietzsche repeatedly uses these two
words in place of each other, side by side, and even sometimes synonymously. Although the
following references attempt to clarify the original German words and the terminological
distinction, the reader should be explicitly warned at the outset not to read too much into it.
According to the research of the author of this paper (part of which is presented here),
Nietzsche's various uses of these terms do not necessarily follow their linguistic and
historical? differences (in terms of meaning, functions, etc.). Nor could a general law be
deduced regarding the distinction between Bildung and Kultur from "all of Nietzsche's
Works". Given this point, however, some claims about this distinction can now be made in
a limited and relative way. For example, as Elliot Jurist puts it in Beyond Hegel and Nietzgsche,
“Nietzsche tends to use ‘Kultur’ or ‘Cultur’ to refer to the values of particular social groups.
Nietzsche also uses it to refer to the aesthetic realm, especially when he wants to render
qualitative judgments.” (Jurist 2000: 44; 2016: 59). However, in this article, while referring to
the Persian and English translations of Nietzsche's works, in some cases, in order to clarify
the above claims, the original German terms has been added to the text in parentheses.

Although this article begins with the examination of Nietzsche's specific interpretations
and numerous teferences to "culture," it ultimately aims to artive at a broader conception of
culture in terms of Nietzsche's idea of the "will to power". In this regard, Nietzsche's
genealogy, as a method, is proposed to be read as a kind of eu#ltural genealogy. For, instead of
restricting itself to philosophical, or political, economic, or religious issues, Nietzsche’s
genealogy seeks to trace the roots of the formation of concepts in a comprehensive and all-
encompassing level, for which the most appropriate name is "culture". This is why Terry
Eagleton claims that Nietzsche’s genealogy “stands for that barbarous narrative of debt,
torture and revenge of which culture is the blood-stained fruit.” (Eagleton 2000: 103; 2007:
176). It is with this aim that before entering into this comprehensive understanding of
culture, the present article begins with its more limited uses by Nietzsche, in both negative
and positive senses, in order to finally be able to sublate (Aufheben) these two meanings
dialectically, and integrate them in the more comprehensive sense.
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Now, if we return to the main question of the present article, "Nietzsche; A philosopher
of culture or anti-culturer", one can claims that this duality itself has been eliminated
through the above discussions. In fact, Nietzsche, in this sense of culture, is a philosopher
of culture who considers any form of thinking about the essential truth of culture as a kind
of exposing the deception behind it. With a strong arguments and a striking tone, he tries to
philosophize with a hammer. But he is also a radical critic of culture, in its common sense.
He puts culture against culture and fights on the basis of this tension. Understanding
Nietzsche's dual approach to culture depends on understanding his power to internalize
negations and contradictions. The truth for Nietzsche — which, as we have seen, destroys
everything (even itself) — in front of this culture-civilization is nothing but a destructive and
metely negative weapon. For this reason, Nietzsche calls himself "dynamite". Although he
promises the future appearance of the superhuman to his children of tomorrow, but he
knows well that even these hopes will not go anywhere. He is dynamite. But in the nihilistic
world, Nietzsche, by blowing himself up, by blowing up his volcanic mind, achieves nothing
but nothingness and silence: perhaps the silence of the last eleven years of his life. The very
silence that Heidegger implicitly called "expressive and active silence" (Heidegger 1991:
208). However, Nietzsche also has real hope. Perhaps it is the hope that, after disintegrating
this culture, and of course from its ruins, possibilities for the emergence of a superhuman
will emerge in a post-nihilistic tomorrow. But again, as we have seen, this radical and
creative form of nihilism can only be achieved in the light of exposing the deception of
culture and nihilism behind all its aspects.
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