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The Knowledge of People in Purgatory About Worldly Affairs:
Evaluation of Sunni Theological Views

Dr. Nafiseh Faqihi Mogaddas

Assistant Professor, University of Isfahan

Abstract

The aim of this study was to explain and evaluate the views of Sunni theologians on
the knowledge of people in Barzakh (purgatory) about the incidents happening in
this world. The method of the present study is qualitative content analysis which has
been explained as deductive analysis. The belief in the connection between the
purgatory world as one of the stages of human life and the material world is common
to the Islamic society; a small number of Salafi and Takfiri Wahhabi denies the
continuity of human life in its true sense-which necessitates that the people of
Barzakh be aware of the people of the world-and thus, uses it as their theoretical basis
for rejecting the definitive Islamic tenets such as Tawassu/ and Ziyarat, Tabarruk. The
result of this study, in addition to explaining and analyzing the views of Sunni
thinkers on the continuity of perception and knowledge in purgatory, is noteworthy
for criticizing the intellectual foundations of takfiri movements. This paper suggests
that explaining and elaborating the theoretical issues concerning the life after human
death can contribute to solve the practical disputes and behavioral disparities in such

issues.

Key Words: Barzakh (Purgatory), Purgatory Life, Knowledge, Wahhabism, Sunni
Theologians.
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