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Investigation of Armenian Merchants’ Business
Activities in Bushehr in Qajar Era

Badrosadat Alizadeh Moghadam'
Zohrab Hashemipoor®

Abstract: Bushehr port during the Qajar era was the most important commercial port
of Iran due to various factors, especially the volume of exports and imports. Some
factors such as the rule of Al-Mazkur family and their attention to providing the security
for this port, as well as the presence of foreign agents and firms along with the active
presence of businessmen, especially Armenian traders, had boosted the business of
Bushehr port at that time. This research using a descriptive and analytical, as well as
desk study method, is aimed to answer a main question: What role the Bushehr
Armenians played in the commercial activities of this port during the Qajar era? The
overviews confirm that Armenian businessmen individually or through formation of
multiple trading houses have played active role in commercial boom in Bushehr port in
Qajar era through various ways, such as exporting and importing various goods,
accepting the representation of foreign companies and interacting with other Iranian
business groups.

Keywords: Armenians, business activities, Bushehr, Qajar.
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