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Performance of Iranian Women's Organization: A Case
Study of Bushehr Province (1345-1357)

E. Malekzadeh?
T. Edrisi®

Abstract

Simultaneous with the Constitutional Revolution, the lack of women's
participation in the official politics and the growing presence of Iranian
women in society, especially cultural, political and party activities, can
be seen. The efforts of women with the policies of the Pahlavi period and
the Iranian Women's Organization continued to play a direct role until
the Islamic Revolution. The subject of the present article is the
performance of the Women's Organization in Bushehr (1345-1357). The
presence of socially active women and working women, especially the
cultural strata of society, created a variety of formal spaces for the
women's activities. By joining this organization, as their social and
cultural duties, they considered various civic activities such as: caring for
the deprived and the poor, visiting the sick, and trying to spread cultural
activities, especially in the field of literacy and academia. The
instructions and goals of the Women's Organization in lIran were
determined in the center and communicated to different cities. The main
guestion of the research is, "What role the Bushehri women and
especially the Bushehr branch of the Women's Organization play in the
activities and performance of the Iranian Women's Organization, during
the period of Mohammad Reza Shah Pahlavi?" The research hypothesis
is, Bushehri women who were members of the Iranian Women's
Organization, despite the obstacles and difficult local conditions,
provided the necessary conditions for the women in the region to move
out of social, political and especially cultural isolation and also provided
various social services in Bushehr during the reign of Mohammad Reza
Shah Pahlavi. The present study implements a descriptive-analytical
method using the archival documents and library resources to answer the
research question.
Keywords: Iranian Women's Organization, Political Parties, Bushehri
Women, Pahlavi Period (1345-1357).
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