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Abstract

Sociological Criticism of Behtari's Poem Description of
Wolfbased on Hippolyt Ten’s Approach

Rouhollah saiiady Nezhad*
Bahr Ali Rezaei**

Through the study of literature in historical and social context,
sociological criticism always seeks to address artist's voice. Given that
a literary work is a part of superstructure of the society, the critic
should focus both on the text and on what happens around it. In his
poem, titled Description of Wolf, which is a conjoint whole, Behtari,
who was one of the major poets of the Safavid period, has depicted the
dialectic relations of the society. Therefore, the present study has
aimed to provide readers with a sociological criticism of the said poem
by employing Hippolyt Ten’s descriptive-analytic method. The results
suggest that, in this poem, Behtary has used topical equivalents to
illustrate his own feelings and emotions. He has artfully and magically
described historical and social concepts. The poem includes totemistic
layers and the gray wolf is a symbol of Turks who were regarded as
the most influential figures back in the kingdom of Shah Abbas. The
aforesaid type of criticism can help express the issues behind the words
and address the silent parts of the text in order to perceive common
people’s worldviews, including poverty, destitution, war and survival.

Keywords Sociological Criticism, Poetry of Abbasi Period,
Description of Wolf, Behtari, Hippolyt Ten
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