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Abstract

An Analysis of Saud Alsanousi’s Bamboo Stalk Based

on Michel Foucault's Power Discourse
Solmaz porshoor*
Mahin Hajizadeh**
Abdolahad Gheibi***
Hamid valizadeh****

Discourse is a key concept in Michel Foucault's works. He focused on
discourse in his paleontology and genealogy, drew a line between
discourse analysis and the linguistic domain and evaluated them based
on the historical and social situations. He believes that any discourse
arises from power. Like Nietzsche, he thinks that the power relation
does not always operate in the up-bottom manner. In fact, it has
penetrated in every layer and level of society. According to him,
language is a platform that represents power relations and determines
the dominant and subordinate subjects. Through a descriptive-
analytical approach, the present study aimed to identify the discourses
in the novel Bamboo Stalk through which power is exercised and to
highlight the existing facts of the text, resilience and sometimes
resistance of the subjects against the power actors. The results of the
research showed that various discourses such as gender-related power,
superstition, lordship-servant, social class, power in the police
institution, and power in the family institution were identified in the
novel and each of these discourses, by some means. plays a role in the
cultural and power structures of the community.
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