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Abstract

Aggression is one of the most common
mental health problems among adole-
scents. Some studies distinguish between
reactive and proactive aggression and
categorize different functions of aggr-
ession and identify distinctive antecedents
and outcomes.
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This study aims to assess the differential
role of perceived parenting style in the
prediction of these two types of aggr-
ession. Therefore, 138 adolescents were
chosen by multi-stage sampling method
who completed the Perceived Parenting
Style and the Reactive and Proactive Que-
stionnaire (RPQ).

Multivariate Regression Analysis revealed
that the authoritative parenting style is a
negative predictor of boys’ reactive aggre-
ssion. The authoritarian parenting style
also significantly predicts the high levels
of reactive aggression among girls. How-
ever, neglectful parenting style signify-
cantly explained the variance of proactive
aggression only among high aggressive
participants. Findings support the dichoto-
my of reactive and proactive aggression
relative to the differential family context.
Future researches are suggested to exa-
mine the interaction of individual and
environmental factors for the systematic
study of aggression to design effective
preventive and treatment interventions.

Keywords: Proactive Aggression, React-
ive Aggression, Perceived Parenting Style.
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