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Abstract

Introduction: by saying the word of interest, the first thing that comes to
mind immediately is economic interest and this is while different fields of
life have their own interests which are not necessarily economic interests.
Method: the present study uses the documentary method to investigate the
diversity of levels and non-economic meanings of the concept of interest
from the perspective of sociologists and intends to provide for researchers a
conceptual tool for explaining social phenomena by emphasizing Bourdieu's
understanding of interest.

Results and discussion: This study shows that Alexis De Tocqueville, Marx
Weber, Gustav Ratzenhofer, Albion Small, Edward Alsworth Ross, George
Simmel And James Coleman have used profit in its micro and individual
form. However, there is a difference between these thinkers regarding the
concept of interest and that of Tocqueville, Weber, Coleman and Simmel.
The later have considered the concept of interest as a social element and
have used it in the analysis of relations between people in society. But
Ratzenhofer, Small, And Ross have a pre-social understanding of the
concept of interest, and see it as an element that shapes society, not a factor
through which relationships between individuals in society can be analyzed.
The study also suggests that thinkers such as karl Marx, Arthur Bentley, And
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Pierre Bourdieu used interest collectively. However, with a deeper look at
the empirical application of the theories of the above thinkers in relation to
the concept of interest, it may be said that Marx's sociological view of the
concept of interest in the form of class interests, although has a sociological
burden and does not consider interest specific to the individual. It considers
the economic meaning of interest for a group of people of the same class and
in a way closes the way for thinking and reflecting on other various and non-
economic forms of interest. Bentley's view leads to the tautology by uniting
the interest and the road group and for this reason; the possibility of
experimental application and testability is limited.

Conclusion: In his analysis, Bourdieu showed that the fields of academia,
art, etc., have interests that are not necessarily economic interests and are
governed by rules other than those of the world of economics. The process
of segregation of social worlds, each of which has its own interests or
spheres of power, requires that social researchers be equipped with a
conceptual and theoretical tool to discover the interests, the relationships
between field actors, and the internal rules of these social fields. This
conceptual tool, in addition to being more in line with social reality, unlike
the Marxist concept of benefit, is not limited to the economic and possibly
political sense, and can also discover non-economic interests that govern
human life and measure people's relationships with these types of non-
economic benefits in addition to the above, the advantage of Bourdieu's
understanding of interest over Bentley's understanding is that it is free from
the flaws of tautology. And he does not equate the benefit with the field and
states that the interest belongs to the field and not the field itself. It also has
this advantage over micro-level theorists. In addition to the micro level (at
the level of family and group friendship, etc.), it also has the ability to be
applied at the macro and collective level. With these interpretations, the
author believes that Bourdieu's sociological application of the concept of
interest can be a practical tool for social science researchers to understand
the social world.
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