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Creativity has been a constant concern for artists and
architects throughout history. Many definitions of
creativity have been proposed, and many buildings
throughout history have been known to be creative or
uncreative. In this regard, the main point is to judge
and evaluate creativity. Because creativity and archi-
tecture are never evaluated in isolation from their
context and society. Architecture as a cultural prod-
uct, is generated by thought. It is the carrier of
thought and the manifestation of thought in the form
of a bedrock for human life. Knowing that the goal of
any type of architecture is ultimately human life, any
innovation in architecture, succeeds in a society only
by considering the audience and the culture of the
people. Thus the meanings, patterns, lifestyles and
the culture of the people are essential in this sense,
because without such things it would be impossible to
understand any new and innovative solutions. In this
article, while reviewing the various definitions and
concepts that have been presented about culture and
creativity of architecture, the analysis of how culture
influences the understanding of creativity in architec-
ture is discussed. Architectural creativity involves the
presentation of a form, space, or environment that is
both innovative and appropriate. Usefulness of the
architectural space depends on its response to human
requirements. The response to human requirements
in the architectural space, which is a cultural issue, is
made through environmental affordances. The af-
fordances of something, are part of its properties
which make it usable for a particular creature or hu-
man. Environmental affordances cannot meet human
needs and be useful, unless they are understandable
to human. In other words, of the countless af-
fordances available in the environment, human uses
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the “perceived affordances” by himself to meet his
needs from the environment. These abilities corre-
spond to the mental meanings of human. Therefore,
the more meanings of the environmental affordances
and the mental meaninglans of the users are
compatible, that environment can meet more needs
of the user and be more useful. On the other hand,
the less simi-lar the architectural form is to the
previous architec-tural works, the more innovative
the architectural work will be. In fact,
architectural creativity can be considered to meet
human needs from the architec-tural environment in
a new way. According to the re-search findings,
culture provides the E'tebariat for architectural
action and creates the ground for pro-ducing
architectural work. If an architectural work has
affordances that match the meanings of users and
meet their needs from architecture in a new way, that
architecture creates new E'tebariat and is perceived
as a creative work. On the other hand, architecture
that is creatively perceived by people also affects
their culture. This process continues in a rotating
manner and forms the mechanism of the effect of cul-
ture on architecture. In this way, E'tebariat both af-
fect the architectural action and, in the next stage, the
creative work of architecture, and are influenced by
them and hereby make themselves new and updated.
E'tebariat also change the culture according to the
conditions and characteristics of each era and social
actions. In fact, culture, action and E'tebariat interact
and exchange with each other in a rotating process. In
this sense, culture is not a fixed and stagnant concept
and is constantly changing and evolving.
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Fig. 4: The mechanism of the impact of culture on understanding the creativity of architectural work
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