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Abstract

The Relation Between Perfection and Beauty in Islamic Mysticism
(Especially in Mashariq al Darari By Said al Din Farghani)

Hassan Bolkhari Ghahi

Professor of Visud Art, University of Tehran, Iran.
(Received 9 Mar 2020, Accepted 25 Apr 2020)

History of thought in Islamic civilization shows |s-
lamic wise men and mystics have immersed beauty,
which have been theological, not aesthetical ap-
proach and have created many important and con-
tributed ideas in knowing beauty. One of the most
important aspects of studding beauty in Islamic
mysticism and wisdom is its relation with perfec-
tion, from Farabi to Ibn-sina and from Sheikh Ish-
ragh to Ibn-Arabi’s followers. One of the most im-
portant works in this subject is the explanation of
Nazm al suluk or Ghasideh Taeiyeh by Ibn al-Farid
or Ibn Farid (Arabic, o= )4l & Je & e “Umar
ibn "Alf ibn a-Farid) (22 March 1181 — 1234) by
Said a Din Farghani , who has been Sadr-al-din
Ghonawi’s student. The poetry of Shaykh Umar 1bn
al-Farid is considered by many to be the pinnacle of
Arabic mystica verse, though surprisingly heis not
widely known in the West. Among Iranian mystical
Islamic texts, this book is one of the most important
and famous works. For this reason, many Sufi elders
have described and interpreted it. For example, Sadr
a-Din al-Qanooni, who is the greatest student of
Ibn Arabi. During his discussions, Sadr al-Din de-
scribed Nazm a suluk or Ghasideh Taeiyeh. One of
Sadr d-Din Qanooni’s great students was Said al
Din Farghani. Sadr a-Din praised this student very
much in her various speeches. After the death of
Sadr a-Din, Saeed a-Din Ferghani, collected the
words of her master about the Ghasideh Taeiyeh. he
wrote awork on this subject and named it mashariq
al Darari. Of course, this book is not only Sadr al-
Din’s commentary on Ghasideh Taeiyeh, but aso
Ferghani’s comments Mashreq is a very important
work, especialy in Shiite mysticism. The main focus
of the Ghasideh Taeiyeh is the expression of mysti-
cal stages with a complete emphasis on love. But the
important point in Islamic mysticism is the relation-
ship between love and beauty. Muslim mystics can-
not separate beauty from love. Because God is the

absolute manifestation of love and beauty. There-
fore, both Ibn Farid and Sadr al-Din and Ferghani
have spoken about the relationship between love
and beauty in their works Especially in mashariq a
Darari By Said a Din Farghani. Another issue that
has been raised in the relationship between beauty
and love is the relationship between perfection and
beauty. For Mudlim thinkers, the relationship be-
tween perfection and beauty has been a matter of
course. This paper explains the relation between
beauty and perfection to Faraghani’s view in expa
tiation of Nazm al suluk. In this book, she hastried
to provide an accurate concept of beauty. Of course,
his approach in this work is more of amystical and
theological approach, But in the sources of Ilamic
aesthetics, thisbook is considered an important work
In this article, | have tried to explain the mystical
approach to beauty in Islamic civilization, Empha
sizing the special view that Muslims have in the
divine worldview. Naturally, such research requires
research in awide variety of sources
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