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Abstract: It is substantiated that particular features of pragmatics are teachable, and instruction is 

both necessary and effective. Determining what kind of intervention is most effectual for facilitating 

learners’ pragmatic development has been a central issue for researchers. To respond to the 

inconclusive findings in intervention studies and to extend the instructional studies in L2 pragmatics 

to less studied and more complex teaching targets, such as implicatures, the current study inquired 

into the effects of metapragmatic awareness, interactive translation, and discussion through video  

vignettes on the comprehension of implicatures of 51 (15 male and 36 female) Iranian upper-

intermediate EFL learners, who were selected based on Oxford Quick Placement Test (2004) from 

students majoring English Literature and TEFL at Golestan University, Gorgan, Iran. Fifty-six video 

prompts containing implicatures from Friends sitcom series and Desperate Housewives TV series 

were taught to the participants who were randomly assigned to four groups (metapragmatic 

awareness, interactive translation, discussion, and control). The participants attended the classes 

twice a week for eight sessions. Results of multiple-choice implicature listening test revealed that all 

three intervention groups outperformed the control group. Results of Tukey’s Honest Significant 

Difference (HSD) test illustrated that the metapragmatic awareness group outperformed the 

interactive translation and discussion groups. No meaningful difference was found between the 

interactive translation group and the discussion group. The paper concludes that providing learners 

with contextually appropriate input through video using methods of pragmatic instruction 

(metapragmatic consciousness-raising, translation, and discussion) is effective to promote their 

ability to comprehend implicatures and signposts some avenues for future research. 

Keywords: Consciousness-raising, Discussion, Implicatures, Interactive Translation, 

Metapragmatic. 
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