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In 1859 two objects with signs were found and sent to the State Hermitage from the
mausoleum of Alishar plundered by Kurds (Piotrovski, 1962, pp. 5-6; Piotrovski,
1967, pp. 82-83).

b Ll alBST 5 5 VAT VAVA (gla JilST (b (P ) il s g
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In 1879-80s the first systematized excavations were carried out; most part of
unearthed materials of were removed to the British museum (London). They were
published and entered into the scientific use only in 1950, owing to R.D. Barnett

(Barnett, 1950)."
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In the 1880s some figurines bearing inscriptions were discovered at this
archaeological site and removed to the State Hermitage (Piotrovski, 1939, pp. 50-52).

In 1892 during the excavations of Armavir (Biainian Argishtihinili) N. Mar
bought two seals from local inhabitants that were found there (Kyftin, 1944, pp. 57, 59-60;
Piotrovski, 1944, pp. 276, fig. 8-11; KB-1, p.72).

In the 1898-99s first serious and very effective scientific excavations were
carried out by the German expedition (C.F. Lehmann-Haupt and V. Belk) in Toprak
kale. The results of that expedition were published by C.F. Lehmann-Haupt at the
beginning of the 20th century founding the studies of the Biainian-Urartian
hieroglyphic system (Lehmann-Haupt, 1907; 1910; 1926; 1931).
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1. “First L. A. Barseghyan had published 97 hieroglyphic signs originating from Toprak kale
and Karmir blur (signs designating capacity, as well as those on seals were not included in his
list). According to L. A. Barseghyan, the number of hieroglyphic signs to that date was
approximately 150 (Barseghyan 1967: 86-87)".
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1. “In 1998 H. H. Karagyozyan published one more failure attempt of decipherment”.

2.“L. A. Barseghyan offered an interpretation of the inscription on a bronze vessel, consisting
of 7 signs. This attempt was a complete failure, since this inscription was published by B. B.
Piotrovsky upside-down.”

3. “A. A. Vaiman had tried to decipher a single sign, which might have been a key for the
decipherment of 8 other hieroglyphics. This attempt was also unsuccessful. The author was
treating two different signs_ life-tree, and spear as if being similar, then identifying it with the
Urartian word i&ini, offering the trandation ‘there, for, from there, init’ .
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1. “Some of the cuneiform bullae (CB Ay-15, 17, 18, 19, 21, 39) are also inscribed with very
vague sketches; it is not easy to identify any precise figures in these or, therefore, to
understand their meaning”.

2. “However, the extreme succinctness of the writings -mere annotations largely lacking in
grammar or syntax- prevents us from establishing the nature of the movement of goods with
any certainty”.

3. “Dies wirft jedoch die Frage auf, warum man fir gleiche Volumina verschiedene Zeichen
benitzte. Man kann hier vermuten, dal vielleicht die Z eichen vom jeweils zu messenden
Inhalt abhangig waren: Wein, Ol, Getreide”.
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1. “Die Inschriften auf den Bullen waren also kurze Inhaltsangaben (Promemoria) des
Funktionérs, der mit seinem Siegel fur die Aufbewahrung wichtiger Dokumente haftete”.

2. “Unsere Bullen bieten also einen Hinweis auf die Existenz eines Importhandels nach dem
urartéischen Verwaltungszentrum Rusai URU.TUR”.

3. “They are, for the most part, “drop-shaped” bullae, shaped around string knots which were
used to seal containers. There are, however, a few cretulae which were applied directly to
containers, probably vases’ (Salvini 2001: 279).
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