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Abstract:

The existence of numerous challenges and problems in rural areas has forced geographers to do
their research to solve these challenges. It can be said that one of the effective pillars in achieving rural
development is the way decisions and policies are made. Futures studies are used to write about the
future and possible changes in national, regional, and organizational contexts to respond to change.
This study sought to explain the effective indicators in policy-making for rural regions management of
Kerman province to help make more accurate decisions for the future of villages and policy-making
appropriate to these indicators. In this regard, the main question was: What are the most effective
indicators in policy-making for the management of rural areas of Kerman province in the future? The
research method in this study was descriptive-analytical. The study followed a systematic and
structural view with the method of futures studies and the use of MICMAC software. The results
showed that the current policy-making system for the management of rural areas in Kerman province
cannot be considered stable and desirable. The most influential indicators in policy-making for the
management of rural areas of Kerman province were the environment (score 986), rurality (score 918),
economy (score 884), and culture of rural people (score 850). Also, the indicators of the environment
(score 952), economy (score 952), the sustainability of policies (score 884) were the most dependent
factors. For better policy-making and optimal management of rural areas of the province in the future,
strategic variables should be considered including environmental variables as an effective factor and
the resulting form of policies, rurality or environmental-social identity, the economic identity of the
village, the impact, and economic goals of policies, respectively. It is also possible to develop and
sustain the rural management system of the province by manipulating and improving the variables of
the economy, the role of the government, and increasing the participation of the people.

Introduction:

The need for the development and the existence of various challenges such as migration, poverty,
and economic problems in rural areas, especially in developing countries, has led researchers to work
to solve these problems. In this regard, governments make decisions and implement programs called
policy-making. The executors of these decisions in the rural environment are the village managers.
Because rural areas are different, policy-making to manage them must be appropriate by these
features. In fact, in this study, the authors sought to identify and explain the influential indicators in
policy-making for the management of rural areas of Kerman province to predict the impact of each
indicator, and how each indicator will function in the future. With the complexity of development
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programs, it seems that it is necessary to adopt futuristic approaches. Futures studies are more capable
of analyzing the situation in the future than other methods, and decisions based on this method can be
long-term. It can be said that in order to achieve the goals of development and progress, the most
important features that are important for policy-making in rural areas must be recognized and the
impact of these factors on each other must be determined. Since our goal was to plan for the future of
villages and to manage them properly in the future, structural analysis methods and futures research
software were used in this research.

Methodology:

The research method in this research was descriptive-analytical in nature and practical in terms of
purpose. In this research, with a systematic and structural view, we studied theoretical literature in the
field of rural policy-making and management. Using a questionnaire, the status of these indicators and
the impact of each in the rural areas of Kerman province were scored by the technique of interplay
(structural analysis method). This information was analyzed in MICMAC software and finally, the
most important and influential factors for policy-making and rural management were identified. The
study area of this research was rural areas of Kerman province. According to the 2016 census, Kerman
province had a population of 3164718 people, of which 1302557 people lived in villages, which
constituted 41% of the province's population.

Discussion:

The structural analysis method was used by the software to obtain the main effective indicators and
the influential indicators for the future of policy-making in the study area. Based on the number of
variables, the dimensions of the matrix were 13 x 13, and with the formation of this matrix, the impact
of each index on another index was determined by weighing from 0 to 3. The variables of the role of
culture in the policy-making, management of rural areas, and the historical course of the management
of rural communities in the province were among the influential variables, the variables of economy,
government, and participation for policy-making were among the two-sided variables. Also, the
variables of policy features and management of rural communities, policy management, multiplicity,
the inadequate status of the current policy method, and specification pattern characteristics were
known as influential or dependent variables and urbanized policy variable as the independent variable.
The most relevant and strongest variables were the environment, rurality, economy, government, and
participation. These variables are in fact key and strategic variables in policy-making and any decision
to manage rural areas of Kerman province in the future. The indicators of the environment, rurality,
economy, and culture had the greatest direct impact and the indicators of the environment, economic,
and disproportionate status of the current policy-making method for the management of rural areas in
Kerman province had the highest direct dependence.

Conclusion:

The results showed that due to the scattering of variables on the coordinate axis, it cannot be said
that the current policy-making system for the management of rural areas in Kerman province is stable.
Therefore, for better policy-making for the management of rural areas in the province in the future, we
must consider strategic variables. These variables are the environment as an effective factor and the
resulting form of policies, rurality or socio-environmental identity, and economic identity of the
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village, the impact and economic goals of policies, the role of government, and attention to rural
participation in policy-making and decision-making. In fact, our key player in the future is the
environment as an influential factor and the basis of policy-making. The environment is a form and the
result of policy-making. We can also help to the evolution, sustainability, and improvement of the
province's rural management system by changing and improving the variables of the economy, the role
of the government, and increasing people's participation in policy-making.
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