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Abstract

Sultan Valad is considered as the elder and pioneer of the Mawlawiyya way who followed his
father Mawlana Jaladodin and imitated his father style in creating texture. This way he tried to
explain his father thoughts and worldview. Although Sultan was very influenced by his father’s
discourse in his works, he has gained some new experiences with practical action, and this has
caused the creation of novice ideas on some of the topics of theology, Quran and Hadith and
Islamic mysticism.

Reflection on Sultan Valad works shows that he has a great tendency to interpret like other
elders of Mawlawiyya way. Many of the interpretations seen in Sultan Valad’s workszaffected
by Shams Tabrizi's writings and his father’s works. The authors of this study, which was based
on library studies and was done by a descriptive-analytical method, analyzed Sultan Vald's new
insight with regard to the interpretation of Quranic revelations in light of the speeches of other
Sufi elders, particularly Mawlana and early mystical commentaries. The authors tried to answer
this question: what innovations did Vald have in interpreting the Quranic revelations, and to
what extent did his attitude differ from that of his predecessors?

The result of this research reveals that Sultan Valad considers production of devotees’ poetry
as the interpretation and narration of divine words received from words of relation. He believes
that the disciples are dominant in all aspects of the Qur'an but all divine secrets cannot be put in
tangible words and phrases. In addition, Sultan Valad addresses the appearance and inner
meaning of Quran revelations.

Introduction

The interpretation of Quranic verses, the Hadiths and narrations has a lot of frequency in the
followers of Tarighat and the leading mystics. For example, the leaders of Esmailiyoon and
Akhavan Al-Safa have tendency toward interpretation (Zarrin Koob, 2008, p. 122).

Although, interpretation is specific to the prophets and Imams, other scholars can achieve a
level of it by purifying their souls and spiritual conduct (Imam Khomeini, 2008, p. 60-61).

In the works of masters of Mawlawiyya way, especially Shams and Mawlana, interpretation
has a lot of frequency. Mawlana believed that the Quranic verses have very deep and profound
meanings and depending on his power of knowledge and intuition, each person can achieve
different degrees of meaning (Forouzanfar 2010, p. 165). Despite different interpretations of
Quranic verses provided by Mawlana, he never denies the surface meanings of the verses. In
addition to Mawlana, his son, Baha Al-valad was so expert in interpreting the verses. He has
been so affected by the wisdom and teaching of his father and follows his thought pattern, but he
has some innovation in his work. In this study, considering the previous mystical analyses and
the quotes of the scholars, his interpretations have been explained and discussed.

Material & Methods

This is an explanatory-analytical study based on the library method. The researchers try to
extract the innovative views of Sultan Al-valad about the Quranic verses and compare them with
mystics such as Mawlana.
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Also, comparing his spiritual viewpoints with those of the previous ones such as Arayes Al-
Bayan, Lataef Al-Esharat, Kashf AL-Asrar, and Ibn Al-Arabi interpretations, we tried to clarify
the innovative aspects of Sultan Valad in the field.

Discussion & Conclusions

Using the rich heritage of the previous mystics, especially the leaders of the Mawlawiyya way,
has a great tendency toward interpreting the verses and Hadiths. In his view, the poems of the great
mystics are full of Quranic interpretations and have a super-humanity nature. He separates the poems
of the poets with those of the leading mystics and believes that there is a great distance between
them, because the mystics teach the human the good way of living and bliss using the divine words
and the lesson of the leading scholars. The ordinary poets, however, follows their greed and have
nothing in their poems, but exaggeration (Khazanedarlou, 1997, p. 206-207).

Although the poems of the mystics are the interpretation of the divine words, the whole
meanings and secrets cannot be included in the poems and that is why, sometimes the poems are
ambiguous and that makes the mystics unhappy.

Sultan Al-Valad has been affected by the works of Shams Tabrizi and his father, but in cases
he provides some interesting interpretations which clearly indicate his innovativeness and are the
result of his revelation. In the following, we deal with some of his Quranic interpretations:

1. Interpretations related to God:

1.1 Interpretations of knowledge to qualities of God

1.2 Interpretation of “Lam Yaled Va LamtYulad” to the physical birth

2. Interpretation related to the perfect human (the prophets and leading mystics)

2’1 Interpretation of “Al-Ladhin Kafaro Fi- Al- Belad” to those who separate from the divine
men.

2.2 Sham’s interpretation of Center and Moon to the real leader (Vali).

2i3 Interpretation of “Ena Al-Arz, Yarethha Ebadiya Al-Salehun” to believer’s treatment ofs
the physical world as a medium to create the Eternal world.

2.4 Interpretation of light to the leader and the interpretation of Zit to his heart.

2.5 Interpretation of “Allah o Yahdi Man Yahsa” to those who perceive therpresence ofsthe
perfect human.

2.6 Interpretation of the paradise to the heart of the divine leaders.

3. Interpretations related to mystics conduct.

1.3 Interpretation of “Haza Rabbi” to the thought of union with God in Abraham.

2.3 Interpretation of “Man Kana Fi Hazehei Aama” to those who have not reached perfection
in their effort.

3.3 InterpretationiofiSha’an to thejGodjconduct.

3j4jInterpretation of “’Ya Ayoha Al-Ladhin Amanoo” to theAbblevers of Talvin.

4. Interpretations related to vision:

1.4 Interpretation of “Yardhequn” to the vision of God.

2.4 Interpretation of “Lan Tarani” to the request of Musa from God to have the vision specific
to those of Mohamadi leaders.

5. Other mystic interpretations:

1.5. Interpretationaofd‘Jolood” to the sins.

2.5 Interpretation of “Falagh” to the inner distancea
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