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1. Introduction

In the early centuries after Islam, repetition in Iranian essay was not
considered incorrect. In the middle of Gaznavi era, A. Esfarayeni
translated court language from Arabic to Persian, and the prose of this
time had remained simple without literary composition and scientific
terminology and Arabic proverbs (Safa,2001:137 Partl). Simplicity of
prose unintentionally entered literary texts. To this end, initial prose in
Persian language had been original and without complexity. After this
period, Iranian became interested in literary methodology and national
history, and got acquaintance with science. Meanwhile, the scientific
and religious terminology entered Persian poetry and prose. Iranian
authors utilized Arabic words to shorten speech and to avoid
repetition, in the 12th and 13th centuries, Sufism reached its climax.
The prose of Sufistic books was simple too. In the second half of 13th
century and afterwards Arabic words were common among scientific
books in the field of medicine and astrology, and Arabic structure was
employed; one of the principal features of texts of this period was the
use of Persian and Arabic poetry, and Arabic proverbs in original texts
were used for riming prose in text and this was the beginning of
technical prose. After Mongol attack which lead Iran to destruction,
Persian prose did not change for about one century and the descent of

. Corresponding author.

E-mail: mohsen_mehrabi70@yahoo.com.

Date received: 03/11/2019 Date accepted: 06/07/2020
DOI: 10.22103/j11.2020.14933.2716



Journal of Prose Studies in Persian Literature
Year 23, No. 47, Summer 2020

prose style was gradual. In these years (13th century), writing of
history was common. With Baghdad’s attack by Mongols, Arabic
language disappeared, and science books started to be written in
simple manner. In fact, Mongols, as the new governors for Iran, did
not like phraseology and difficult prose (Bahar,2002:165.part3).
Attention to the riming prose, pun, omission of verbs, etc disappeared,
and simple prose prevailed over difficult prose. From early 8th
century, deviation is seen in Persian literature. During Teimouri
period, the style of writing nears conversation, but courtly authors
continue old manners in correspondence. Their style is difficult and is
a simulation of difficult prose (Safa,2001:201.part3).

2. Methodology

This research was done based on a laboratory research and
references were gathered from many reference books in different
libraries. Two contemporary texts were chosen. The first author is
Meybodi (1515 AD) who was a judge during the Safavid era. He was
a poet and had enough knowledge about Islam and Philosophy. His
composition was one of the important books of this period. The other
author is Tafreshi (970 AD). He is not famous in Persian literature.
His letters are simple. Both books of the mention authors have
important information about Iranian culture and society during
Safavid era.

3. Discussion

One of the important types in literary texts, especially in Persian
literature, is letter writing (correspondence). Although the
background of letter writing in Iranian literature goes back to ancient
times, it was mostly used after 13th century. Letter writing and
composition were divided into two parts in Iran. One of them was
written between friends, which is called friendly letter in literature.
Another kind is written between kings or courtiers, which included
historical events, deposals and appointments, victories and defeats in
war, etc.; composition has also shown us kings’ habits and society
manners. Writers of letters tried to use literary content and purity of
eloquence which would increase its importance.

During Safavid and Teimouri ages simple prose was common and
some authors did not have enough scientific knowledge, and this
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doomed structure to be omitted. Furthermore, some authors tried to
write their letters based on previous period standards. As it could be
seen, the composition of this period is divided into two types. One
uses the new method and the other employs old method. Composition
is one of the old types in Persian literature with a definite structure
written in three parts: beginning, body, and ending. This study
investigates letter structure in Meybodi and Tafreshi books.

Beginning

The beginning of a letter had several specialties. One of them is
eulogy. Authors tried to have a great consideration for addressee via
use of adjectives and description. These adjectives had two forms.
One was simple adjectives, and the other was compound adjectives.
These adjectives were proportional with the occupation of the
addressee. For example, when the writer composed a letter to a judge,
he used words which were connected with justice
(Meybodi,1997:61), and he used mostly compound adjectives
(Meibody,1997:121). Tafreshi, however, does not pay attention to the
occupation of addressee. In fact, he uses the same adjective for
beginning a letter (Tafreshi,2011:18).

Text

In friendly letters, which are included in both books, the authors
are interested in virtually paying the addressee a visit, and ask about
his health. Meybodi writes simple texts as the body in his letters, but
he uses Qur’an and literature. He describes his sadness at his
separation from the addressee (Meibodi,1997:44). Unlike Meybodi,
Tafreshi considers letters body as important. In fact, he uses literary
elements in the body of a letter. This part of Tafreshi’s letters is
longer than other parts (Tafreshi,2011:31).

Ending

The finishing of letters had two sections. Firstly, the author repeats
the main subject in this part. Secondly, he prays for the addressee.
These prayers are of two kinds. Some of them are Arabic and others
are Persian. Meybodi uses Arabic prayers in the end of letters
(Meibody,1997:71). He adjourns his letter with Persian prayers such
as on page 121. Tafreshi uses Arabic and Persian prayers too. For
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example, he uses Arabic on page 37, and Persian on page 75.

4. Conclusion

As it was mentioned above, in the researcher’s point of view
letters had three sections including beginning, body, and ending.

Results show that Myibodi was following previous methods. He
used Arabic and Farsi prayers in the beginning part of his letter and
wished for longness in his addressing. In fact he tried to show his
capability in writing in the beginning of letters. He use simple and
compound adjectives, and this method was different from Meybodi.
Tafreshi tried to write letters in the new method. In fact, in his letters,
one can not see limits between the beginning and the ending of
letters. He omitted simple and compound adjectives and tried to
create a text which was different from others. One can say that
Meybodi is one of the last authors who have written their letters
based on a three-part structure. Meybodi uses new adjectives for
everyone. He avoids repetitious adjectives; these adjectives conform
with the occupation of the addressee. On the other hand, Tafreshi
does not pay attention to the occupation of the addressee. Sometimes,
Meybodi uses Arabic and Persian poems in the beginning section of
letters. This manner has an old record in Iranian letters. Tafreshi uses
poems in the first part of his letters, but they are few in number. The
subject of letters is an expression of devotion.

In the ending of letters, authors try to recapitulate the main parts of
their statement. This part includes prayers. In fact, authors pray for
the addressee. The authors write similarly in this part.
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