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1. Introduction

One of the most essential duties of any state is to actualize social
justice, and it becomes possible through performance of courts of
law, independent judiciary, and presence of fair, honest judges. In this
research, two anecdotes with similar subjects were selected from the
books Siyasat-name and Beyhaqi History (Tousi, 1985: 153-154) and
(Beyhagi, 1994: 2/673) and the approach of Norman Fairclough was
used as the main theory for discourse analysis in order to analyze and
explain the contrast existing between the ministerial view of Khajeh
Nezam-ol-molk-e Tousi and the administrative or secretarial view of
Aboulfazl-e Beyhagi concerning the significant issue of judgement.

2. Methodology

The study was done using the analytic-descriptive and library
research method. In this research, after studying the two books
Siyasat-name and Beyhaqi History entirely, two anecdotes were
selected with the same subject and then the critical discourse analysis
of the text was dealt with using Norman Fairclough approach as the
main theorist. In this article we have described, interpreted and
explained the text data on the basis of the three models of Norman
Fairclough. Furthermore, the contexts were considered in relation
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with the texts adjacent to the anecdotes as well as the context of
situation and the background knowledge of the writers in order to
describe, interpret and explain the original text.

3. Discussion

Realization of social justice is, and will be, one of the major signs
marking the existence of the ideal society, and achieving this kind of
social justice with fundamentals for fair practice of judgement and
independent judicial courts is noticeable in the works of all writers.
Khajeh Nezam-ol-molk-e Tousi and Khajeh Aboulfazl-e Beyhagi and
others have tried to reveal the bases of their viewpoints in this
respect.

In this research, along with the analysis of the two selected
anecdotes, as the original text, we have studied and interpreted the
two works, Siyasat-name and Beyhaqi History as the intertextual
material entirely so as to bring to light the dominating intercourse and
purposes behind these texts as well as ideological differences
between Khajeh Nezam-ol-molk and Beyhagqi in the social context of
their eras. The discourse analysis aims to discover how the social
practices whose specifications lie in the layers underneath the
discourse, have been depicted and reflected through the underlying
discourse (Yar Mohammadi, 2006: 35). From Fairclough's
perspective, every event of discourse possesses three dimensions:
text, discourse practice and social practice. Fairclough calls the
process which is relevant to analysis of the text as description, the
process relevant to the analysis of discourse practice as interpretation,
and the process relevant to analysis of social practice as explanation
(Qajari & Nazari, 2013: 88).

At the level of description of the text, the main purpose is analysis
of lingual structures and surface specification of the text so as to be
able to demonstrate how discourse is activated by means of text. In
the present research, from among Fairclough's features, "transition
system of language" (vide Sojoudi & Akbari, 2014:80) and
"dialectical system of language" (‘Younesi,2017:118) have more
efficiency in these two stories to answer the questions of the research
due to their conspicuous presence .

At the level of interpretation, Khajeh Nezam-ol-molk has specified
chapter three and a part of chapter six of Siyasat-name to the due
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status of judgement, and very frequently he documents by referring to
holy verses (Tousi, 1985: 66, 327, 328), hadiths (Tousi, 1985: 16, 65,
328) and various anecdotes (Tousi, 1985: 53, 54, 62, 99 and...) in his
book, and the anecdote of "the servant who took a bag of straws and a
hen from a peasant™ and the punishment of this servant by Aleptegin
which is mentioned in this article, is one among them (Tousi, 1985:
154).

On the other side, also

Abulfazl Beyhaqi has attached significance to the status of
judgement and judiciary in his History to such a high level that the
King himself was in position of acting as the judge (Beyhaqi, 1994:
1/207and also 2/433). Throughout this book, the word "judge” has
lexical priority over such words as grandee, scholars, religious
jurisprudents, leaders, etc. (Beyhaqi, 1994: 2/462). The story of "the
patrician who took a lamb from a peasant and his punishment by
Sultan Mas'oud™" which is viewed in this article is one of the book's
many anecdotes in this respect (Beyhaqi, 1994: 2/673).

The representation background is related to the domain and
methods in which the interpretation of the reader/hearer of the
secondary discourse is to be controlled by means of its position in a
particular context (vide Fairclough, 2000: 81). The mentality of
Khajeh Nezam-ol-molk with regard to his natural dependence on the
pyramid of power, is indicative of the authoritative viewpoint of the
ruling state whilst Beyhaqi in the ending parts of the story reasonably
expresses his thoughts as an individual and a popular historian.
Khajeh Nezam-ol-molk at the beginning of the story, as a member of
the ruling state feels no need to explain details, provide atmosphere,
setting, time and .... Even he calls the main character of the story
without any titles merely as Aleptegin whereas Beyhagi with respect
to his own historical mission as a historian presents the elements of
time and setting the best possible way with every detail and by using
the title "emir" as though from the mouths of the inferiors and the
common people does not allow himself to name them without such
titles as the judge-king or god-king .

At the level of explanation, discourse is described as social
practice to show how social structures, objectify the discourse; also to
show what reproductive effects discourses can have on those
structures (vide: Fairclough, 2000: 245).
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Khajeh Nezam-ol-molk in Siyasat-name places himself in the
position of the judge-king and even higher, not explicitly but in the
hidden layers. Khajeh Nezam-ol-molk aims at lowering the discourse
of inferiors in the underlying layers of Siyasat-name emphasizing on
the discourse of technocracy and presenting the discourse of
dominance of the power particularly within the story of the
punishment of that wrongdoer servant. The viewpoint of Khajeh
Nezam-ol-molk is based on defense of the discourse of power, even
beyond the existing power of the Saljukide and with Divine Charisma
whereas in view of the writer of Beyhaqi History the introduced
judge-king is very weak, fragile, willing-to-hear and easily affected
although because of the domineering discourse of the writer's era
there is no place to freely express the liberty-seeking discourse in the
surface level of the text and society; however, Beyhagi attempts to
criticize the Sultan's manner by taking shelter in the inner layers of
the text and thus secure some value and credit for those lacking them.

4. Conclusion

In the anecdote from Siyasat-name the material process is the
dominating process amongst all participants except for the main
participant. This is indicative of the passive deeds and actions of the
participants and their acting as puppets to carry out the decisions of
the judge-king which demonstrates weakness of these agents against
the violent power of the main agent whereas the dominating process
in the main participant is the speech process indicating that the
importance of element of authoritative and imperative conversation is
considered in exerting power. This is while in the anecdote of
Beyhaqgi History, the dominant process among all participants is the
material process which is indicative of Beyhaqi's equal view on all
major or minor agents of the story, and unlike Siyasat-name he tries
to specify presence of the fellow inferiors whose existence cannot be
ignored despite their insignificance and being in the bottom layers of
society.

In the anecdote of Siyasat-name, the "wrongdoer servant” is not
permitted to respond in presence of the ruler or judge-king in the
ending section, and this absolute silence leads to illegitimacy of the
requirements of the democratic authority and discourse revealing the
distribution of power for the benefit of the judge-king in a dialectic
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contrast with people. In Beyhaqi History, however, there is a
response on the part of the wrongdoer patrician for each question of
the judge-king and the judge-king finds him guilty to be punished and
issues his verdict, and this judgement with introduction coming in
various parts aims at legitimizing requirements of power under the
label of democratic-mannered and liberty-seeking discourse.

Keywords: Khajeh Nezam-ol-Molk, Beyhaqi, Critical Discourse
Analysis, Judgment.
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