Journal of Prose Studies in Persian Literature
Year 23, No. 47, Summer 2020

The Narrative of the Protestant Sentence in Bayhagqi’s History

Mahdi Dehrami; Assistant Professor, University of Jiroft*
Mohsen Akbari zadeh; Assistant Professor, University of Jiroft

1. Introduction

The parenthetical sentences ™"are inserted between one or two
connected phrases and the main meaning and purpose is incomplete
without it" (Zarkashi, 2006: 656). In traditional rhetoric, "the people
of thought and the companions of etiquette have praised it" (Radviani,
1983: 88). Ibn Mu'taz considered it as one of the virtues of the word
and has considered it as a deviation of a word in another word, before
the meaning of the first word ends and then returning to the first word
and finishing it in one verse. (See: Ibn Mu'taz, 1981: 59). Every text
has a hierarchical structure in which words, in addition to forming
collocations, have substituting relations, and this is how coherence is
formed in the text. Coherence means paying attention to the
referentiality of words during which words are linked for linguistic
and semantic reasons. According to this trans-sentence view, the
parenthetical sentence no longer has a parenthetical and ancillary role
at the level of the text as a whole and even beyond it, that is, at the
level of discourse. This claim is further substantiated in the narrative,
which has layered levels.

2. Methodology

This research uses a descriptive-analytical method based on library
studies. First, the parenthetical statements in Bayhagi's History were
collected and categorized, then they were examined from a
narratological point of view. Among the narrative functions of the
parenthetical sentences, items such as anachronism, characterization,
causal foundations of events and hidden ideology of the author were
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examined in this article according to their frequency.

3. Discussion

The text of Bayhaqi's Historyis a combination of history and novel
that is manifested in a narrative form. From this perspective,
Bayhaqgi's Historyis a historical narrative or, in other words, a
"historical novel”, namely, "the faithful artistic image of a tangible
historical period" (Lukacs, 2009: 33). The story has more of a literary
and fictional aspect, that is, its authenticity and falsity are internal,
while history is documented by external events and real characters,
but in that they are both reports, they have common aspects, that is
"the re-expression of actions based on a plot" (Ahmadi, 2007: 142).
Bayhagi has used the same narrative logic in history, that is, he has
tried to portray the Ghaznavid rule in the form of a coherent
narrative. In the structure of this historical narrative, Bayhagqi, as the
author, has consciously selected the events in order to achieve
narrative coherence.

3. 1. Parenthetical Sentences and Anachronism

Throughout Bayhagi's History, he has also used time as a semantic
element; that is, to further explain an incident, he has been forced to
move to the past or the future, and this has led to anachronisms at the
level of the text. These anachronisms in the history of Bayhaqgi have
sometimes been done through the structure of parenthetical sentences.
In this function, the parenthetical sentences change the time of the
main sentence and create a kind of anachronism and distract the
audience from the direct path:

"I heard Khajeh Taher Dabir - after Amir Mas’oud came to Balkh
from Herat and things went smoothly - who said when this news
reaches Sepahan, Amir Mas’oud shall call me this afternoon”
(Bayhaqgi, 2009: 10). The incident mentioned in the parenthetical
sentence precedes the incident mentioned in the main sentence.

3. 2. Parenthetical Sentences and Characterization

The multiplicity of sub-characters did not give the author the
opportunity to deal with all of them like the main characters such as
Altuntash and Bonasr Meshkan and Bosahl Zozani and the like.
Therefore, he tried to provide about them as much knowledge as
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possible through the parenthetical sentences. The point to consider in
these parenthetical sentences is that wherever the parenthetical
sentence is used about unimportant characters or the characters of the
sub-anecdotes in this work, often their job and position are addressed
and the active function is considered more:

"And when it was the Zuhr prayer time of the trustee — they called
him Ahmad Tashtdar, one of the relatives and gentlefolks of Sultan
Mas’oud - and at the time of Hajib Begtgin, he sent him to the castle"
(Bayhagqi, 2009: 62).

3. 3. Parenthetical Sentence and Ideology

The parenthetical sentences are one of the manifestations of the
value system of the hidden author in the history of Bayhagi. Bayhaqi
is not only a narrator and a spectator, he is also an intervener in the
narration and tries to justify his narration. Justification means that the
views of the hidden author are consistent with the whole discourse
that governs the text and impose a value generality on the reader.
Beyhaqi, as this hidden author, oversees all the meanings of the text,
and wherever he feels the need for explanation, he sets in: "On the
right hand, he sat Khajeh Abolghasem Kathir and Bonasr Meshkan-
although Abolghasem Kathir was deposed, he was highly respected -
and Bosahl sat on the left hand of Khajeh™" (Bayhaqi, 20909: 174).
Bayhagqi tries to prevent the audience from other interpretations of the
text. In a phrase about Amir ua s’oud, he said: "When the wise reach
this chapter - although the manners and habits of this king were great
and pleasant - they should consider him better and it should be
determined that he was unique in all ages" (Bayhaqi, 2009: 23). In a
parenthetical sentence, he reminds that the king's habits and manners
were favorable so that the audience does not limit the Amir's merit to
just a few anecdotes.

3. 4. Parenthetical Sentence and Causal Foundations

"Narration, by distributing events in an orderly and systematic
manner, often creates a series of causes and effects” (Porter, 2018:
89). In fact, it is this property of the narrative form that allows the
reader to make causal inferences about events. Bayhagi has
sometimes used the parenthetical structure to point out to the causes
of some actions: " It had been almost thirty years since they had been
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held captive by the Deilamian, and the customs of Islam were taught
to them - that the king's work would fail without a woman and an
incapable boy like Fakhr al-Dawlah and Sahib Ismail Ibad - and they
raised their hands to God Almighty" (Bayhagi, 2009: 18). In the
parenthetical sentence, Bayhagi mentions the causes of distress in
Rey.

4. Conclusion

Bayhagqi’s tist ory is a historical narrative whose author has tried
to represent history through literary and narrative techniques to add to
its rhetoric and charm. Therefore, both discourse structures and
narrative rules have an effective and prominent role in organizing its
language. The most important commonality of historical and
narrative discourse in this text is selection, i.e. the author selects
events that are consistent with the author's intentions and mentality
according to the discourse constraints (author's dependence on the
ruling system) and narrative requirements (plot restrictive rules). This
choice is not limited to events and has even influenced the choice and
arrangement of words and the organization of language. Accordingly,
behind any grammatical possibilities and structures in this text, there
is a kind of discourse and narrative obligation, which it is not
pointless and aimless. The parenthetical sentence is one of these
grammatical possibilities which is considered as a discourse and
narrative matter in Bayhaqi’s tist ory higher than and prior to a
grammatical aspect. Although the parenthetical sentence is
grammatically a sub-paragraph and can be deleted, but when placed
in the discourse and narrative layers of Bayhaqi’s History, it is a
narrative and meaningful element that its omission causes narrative
disorder. Using the parenthetical sentence to highlight an incident and
to marginalize other events, to complete the events through time
shifts, to deal with the psychological and mental dimension of the
characters, to show the actions and roles of the characters, to
represent the author's ideologies and personal emotions and biases of
the narrator, and to support the plot through stating the causes and
coherence of the text, are the most important narrative functions of
the parenthetical sentences in Bayhaqi’s History.

Keywords: Parenthetical Sentence, Narratology, Bayihaqgi’s .is. ory,



Journal of Prose Studies in Persian Literature
Year 23, No. 47, Summer 2020

Personalization.
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