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Abstract

Heritage and modernity are among the most challenging and perhaps the most sensitive
issues of the last two hundred years of the Islamic world, around which different and
sometimes contradictory, extremist, and deviant readings and approaches have been formed.
Undoubtedly, this issue is one of the common and frequent topics in the intellectual discourse
of the Arab world and has attracted the attention of many thinkers. Hassan Hanafi (1935) is a
thinker, theorist, and one of the most prominent contemporary religious modernists. His
project of heritage reconstruction is one of the great projects in the Arab Islamic world.
Hanafi launched a project to rethink and rebuild the legacy of the past to resolve the crises
and challenges of the Islamic-Arab world. This present descriptive-analytical study aims to
eewwwwdd cuuuumuaa nnnnnnaa’’’s ecaaage eectttt uwction project. The study addresses the
gggggooowooiii:::;: Waat sseeeeeiiiiii il ff ecaaage rrmmaa aa’’’s ttttt  ff wwwiilWaat ace
eee Csssssssss  ss eee aaaa’’’s eeaaage eectttt ccciinn eeeeee?? Waat aee aaaa’’’s
intellectual foundations in this project? What is the Hanafi approach to this project? What are
heritage readings? This study uses two articles of Nasrullah Aghajani as benchmarks. The
results show that according to Hanafi, heritage reconstruction is made in special ways, some
of which involve language and words, some refer to meanings and concepts, and some to the

very nature of objects and subjects.

Introduction

Modernity in the Arab world began from the moment the Arab thinker realized that the
Westerners were ahead of him and that he was still lagging behind. The beginning of this
moment is mentioned in the attack of Napoleon Bonaparte in the late 18th century. That is,
modernity did not originate from the context of an internal cultural revolution. Some see it as
a moment of cultural invasion and the spread of Western colonialism in the Arab world.
Modernity allowed the Arab intellect to discover itself, its shortcomings, and its space. The
chhhhhheeeen eee Iccccce cdd Werrrrn yysssss  ssss sssse ggggggaa *’’’’’” ° nnnnnnnmn
Egypt in 1798, which led to their confrontation and affected the people.

The issue of heritage and modernity is one of the most important challenging issues in
contemporary Arab thought in the 1970s, especially if we look at the vast amount of writings,
researches, and seminars that have dealt with this subject. Hassan Hanafi (born 1935, Cairo)
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was a thinker, theorist, and one of the most prominent contemporary Egyptian religious
modernists. He was an Islamic theorist, a graduate of the French Sorbonne University, and
taught and researched in many universities in Arab countries. He had the middle ground
between fundamentalism and secular currents. Hanafi became famous for his Islamic leftist
wwwsvadd eee ttt ellecllll 11111 1t called eccaaage eectttt cccii.... .. aaii rrr ss nnthe three
areas of reconstruction of Islamic heritage, western studies, and the recognition of issues
related to the contemporary reality of Muslims.

Materials and Methods

eee eeeeett yyyyycuuuuus aa aa’’’s eecaaage ecctttt ccciinn eeceect ggggga eeccriptive-
analytical approach.

rT iicsss aaee aceayy eeen rr ttnnnnn aa aa’’’s tttellecllll 1L 1ii,,,, ,,,y00s ,,add
Western studies project. We can even refer to numerous and noteworthy articles (e.g.
Nasrullah Aghajani and his book entitled Islam and Modernity in Egypt). The two studies of
ggaaiiil 11 ee eeen ciiii eeeed nniiis yyyyyas eeccrrrr ss ff czzzzzzzz aa aa’’’s ecaaage
eectttt cccii:::  ‘Islamic heritage in the grip of modernity: a critiqgue of Hassan Hanafi's
approach in the reconstruction of lslamic heritage’ add ‘the methodology of Hassan Hanafi's
intellectual system’.

Discussion of Results and Conclusions

In gg aassssss ssdt yyyyyeee sssee ff rrrrr  rrr aiinn add aa ys ff rrrrr rrr ggg eeaaage,
which is considered in the present study, is mentioned. But the project of heritage
reconstruction and its components and readings, the difference between modernity and
innovation, and other issues raised in the present, have not been considered by Aghajani. In
eee eecddd yyyyy aaaa’’s ggggggggeee 11l uding the epistemological and non-
epistemological fields affecting his intellectual system is stated and only influential people
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acc ccecece cee aaaaaaaaa aaa aa aa’’’s eectttt ccclinn eceeeet tt ttt  tttttttt  tt

aa aaii eeeecedddd d eeeeeet called eeeaaage eectttt cccii’”’ 00 eeeee eee CIITIIIIT TYy
crises of the Islamic-Arab world, which is one of his most important intellectual projects
based on conceptualization. He refers to the legacy of spiritual data left over from the history
of Islam in the fields of traditional epistemology. He believes the tradition itself must be
achieved by suspending existing interpretations. Hanafi has a utilitarian view of the Islamic
tradition that should be reconstructed in that part of the Islamic tradition. This view is in line
with the conditions of the Islamic world. Hanafi describes the Islamic heritage

phenomenologically according to Husserl's phenomenology.
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