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A Study in the realm of agricultural
geography (date palm tree in Bam and

Narmashir )

As there are unusual and surprising facts
in the life cycle of a palm - tree in general
and in the oasis in particular  the writer has
tried to collect her notes which are the results
of several years of local research for making an
article.

Palm-trees are grown between the geographical
latitudes of 15 to 30 and require humiq soils
and invense sunshine.The specialized area of the
tree in question is the sahara oasis.It also
grows well in southern Algeria,Tunisia,bEgypt ,
Saudi .Arabia and south and southeast of Iran
Thus the environment of dits growth maybe limited
to arid and semiarid regions provided sufficient
soil moisture and necessary human conditions are
provided.

The life cycle of a palm-tree in the region
concerned is studied through five different stages
as follows: First.stage of cultivation and
propagation;Second.stage of fertility;Third.stage
of pregmancy;fFourth.stage to bind date- palm
clusters;Fifth.stage of harvesting;Which in its
turn passes through different processes from
picking to marketing.But as the modes of picking

dates vary from one species to another,it seems
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necessary that the date species and their
characteristics in the oasis would be discussed

before the fifth stage mentioned above.Therefore

eight date species are distinguished in the
region and their major characteristics are
explained.Afterwards the stage of harvesting is
studied under the subtitles as follows: 1 . stage
of picking dates; 2.stage of sorting dates; 3
stage of giving sunshine to dates; 4.stage of
vesseling ; 5.stage of marketing.Now the date
production of the region and the changes involved
through a period of ten years from 1355 - 1365
(1976 - 1986) are presented in a table and the
economic role of produetion in the region is
clarified.

Before ending the artiele,the two other
titles discussed are:the management of the palm-
grows and the mode of sharing crops at the
present time and,Date and palm - tree consumptions
in the region.Finally,a list of local terms in relation

to palm - tree life eycle is given.





