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Abstract

Since transitivity is a crucial and applied concept in language and discourse, its analysis can
provide answers to many questions in child language studies. Transitivity in semantic-discoursal
approach of Hopper and Thompson theory involves a number of components, only one of which
is the presence of an object of the verb. The other components are the punctuality and telicity of
the verb, the agency of the participant, and the affectedness of the object. To this end, 100
declarative clauses from 4 children around 3 were analyzed. We analyzed different parameters
of Hopper and Thompson theory in Persian child language to see if there are any differences
in identified parameters between child and adult language. Properties of the prototypical
transitivity and its occurrence in Persian child language were also studied. The data analysis
method was descriptive-analytic. The results showed all components of Hopper and Thompson
theory have morphosyntactic and semantic manifestations in Persian child language. Features
such as participants, kinesis, volitionality and affectedness of the object have higher frequency in
child language than that of the adults which result in higher transitivity of clauses in child
language. All ten parameters identified in this theory are present in the prototypical transitive
clauses in Persian child language. The prototype of a transitive construction in child language
involves an animate being (perhaps the child itself) acting on an animate object.
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1) The new bakery on the 4th street makes excellent bagels.
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2) The first attempt failed.
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3) Some one opened the door.
4) The door opened.

S aS dy e el (laslil LIS Jladl 05 pgme SoblB w a4 355 0 5oL
e_jﬁdLo.&de}‘é‘))Jw‘wﬁJi ‘)KL}‘)KR}}L&)J;)LJ}‘J&% LS‘)T(’A

9 ﬁl_h LSL—"‘)L:M (\V/\Y) L):Jk;} J.\:-\.:«.’Lgd L;MLK" QL) DL Jx.e )‘ o aKib- DL aS ’\"‘JL;“ L;o.w‘




Y44 j"’Li Al ;)w AV.:.\:..A :J)) cd‘ﬁl g.)_)} LELAJ:J_‘ﬁ 9 LQQL:) C.JL!.)UQA :uuwa_e /oY

jba;,;;ﬂbu,"bi_f(\rm)wéﬂ\,.wm;w&\;ﬁ>)gj)o\y&stjgwu
3L i 035008 5l slar a5 e 1LIST 5 1508 Jlasl Ol bls5 Easly 45 S o (15 5 (g lne
S ol oS el e 1IST b 5 5505 Jgnte 45 3L a8 ol led 1508 Jwd ol ol ¢ ynilad st
Sl

Skl 3 Jgnhe y g 5 KL lo)l 58 dnnn 45 Wil o ol Job |5 1,38 Jladl (WYAQ) plilS
Losle 1 OF 5 &S o sy gline SllamMe alad 1 edis Jgade 5l ool (5558 0155 O
03 S s LS el ot @Bl o 3 Shos 130 o e sboas oS Wl e canil 03 S
o S e e Jxd S s Shes 5l 36 ) Sl 5 S e Oledl 1508 W ke
3ol O5usli 5 s ke o) S 8 e Slafass Olasl oIS (FEOYAY) Ll
e LOT s LIS | 5 sl Sy 50 3 S0 0, 5l Sslite O gl 5 pla 6,01 S o Ol
L sl e Ol (55 0len S iy a5 e Adl3a 03 0T il (oo ol Z0ke 5 o
3 Ol gl e ol 3D s S Lw e 5 SIS 3 48 0 4 L e i
9 oiﬁjw\é\&»wcwthgﬁuswj,wwxd@poiﬁswt;b;@
e 33 ke ol L 28 51 oS gy 5 3505 s 3 gmde el 395 e Sl
s Glalind Jas 5 3l 3 g S OT 3y s 1y o108 51 (g S

Ll oo S8 51 3 0y ol s 2 OLetiS 5 0L 53 (LIS S Do pgsls @ a5 55 L
S35S Ll Some gy 53 ol oy il S5 (53501005 835> 53 (5345 Pl S uts
50U b S48 LS o il Ol o o3Il 4 4 45 358 asede B ool 0L i
Oljse 5 S35S JLuiS 55 ShAS 0 ped e Sliaseiin puand $C3L O gl 5 ol 680> glajlns
Glo S ssbine opl ol OT JUsas 5y S Sl g a8 ol (65,050 K3 510 S o3 0 lsl 5
ez 3l aS 635 01 g Tl sl ) sl O3 58 H1iS 51 e (550 Ay Ao ol
Sl g e pleial bopd ) s 516 58T 5 S dals B asd j s (61O
L bl Jl e 530w 83, 5l s g Jla e 5 g 5VL elaxs ] Lals, 5l a8 S8

sls U3 a0 lhay SasS Ol slazel Ll 5 0 STL S Rags sy el s
Sl 33 01 g o o3l smn (503138 3 5 i o o S35 knSils i S oleS oS 5 opik

35 a3 13555 08T (g5ls pilanl 5 &g Jans 345 51 Ol U B S S Gl ank A 5



OF/ &gl 5 nla (3§01 lata3l L5 sl S8 LS 53 oIS e

W o o3l 3 Oty (GLalS 5 el 5 e b LS slagsl b3l Sl e e
5 Sl 5 ,a (WYVY) oot slaiass LS omnls S358 Mgy 0L (58153 &g
slaadie Lamassy 5 Sz 53 Js sl skl BB OTAY) ol 5 (1¥40) esl3nss
Loy A (A5 CJ—EOnglﬁgj_@bJJ\)s el oS oy S S S s LIS
53 3yl olastl el 5550 (a5 sl a o3 i sy 2138 O gel . Slllas
3=l B s (S et i Lpd e ol 4l i laslae lal s e o S

s ol Jiass 5l ol s (dnmes 5 dlis

O et 3 pla (5 5,50 -

e camaie o3 ) Uy Cilosen a0l 51 pbaesls ot s 5o L (V4AE) 0yt 5 sl
33,8 Sppe A 53 b 21AS Gt Ol 5 ple bw S ey 1y WL
Al IS Gl gl s s 5 el Jgnte 5 Jxb el o s cpl 05 Sasdl
LUl Lol ol ol BLILS 28 5 S5y s ada) (21d8 S gl 55 (20 035l
Slm Sl Cosme JSa 1y i s )8 5 WIS Jelse 5 Lils ad ST, SL5 s S
O ity (S0 ol 1y Oyt 5 s SUae i ils o o3V ol S 5 3
Joolse Sl amja a3 o 55 8 ol Jos SIS Olse e 5 il (Kob & 33l 0
iy S Olas @ wﬁj;,:wmca\jdw&bs O A2l 2iy a5 ol 88es
S Ulodny aom opl 4 andls Ciliss (gla0l; L5 53 (pl &S ola p) 2 b ag) 0 Yo oL S
S ehdS e 5 g alls 5l OU3 2,8 Gl Aol 5 6355 0 S8 Sis 21,08
(YO) NAAL gl 5 o) 558 o b o lily cpl SleziS i&

21538 3550 53 O gl 5 pla B> (5o slns Y-

el 525l 4 Lles S oo O geali 5 pla o (SlailSes slarasiia

T os 3 OIS jLie A=V Y

33 O, slas STl s 6 SIS Chns 5 U Jas 53 0SS L sl 3l sl

1. effectiveness
2. participants
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5) I hugged sally.
6) | liked sally.
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1. kinesis
2. aspect
3. telic
4, atelic
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9) I ate it up.
10) I am eating it.
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13) | wrote your name.
14) forgot your name.
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1. punctuality
2. volitionality
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19) George startled me.
20) The Picture Startled me.

1. affirmation
2. mode
3. agency
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23) | drank up the milk.
24) | drank some of the milk.
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1. affectedness of object
2. individuation of object
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27) Fritz drank the beer.
28) Fritz drank some beer.
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31) I bumped in to Charles.
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