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A Critique of Bergson’s and Heidegger’s Interpretation of
Time from Levinas’ Perspective of Temporality

Amir Ali Nojoumian, Zeinab Heidari Moghadam

Abstract: The concept of time is integral to the discussion of Bergson and Heidegger. As Bergson
observes, time is not an external quantity but an inner quality. It constitutes the “duration” com-
prising the modes of the individual’s consciousness and confirms their change and variety. Simi-
larly, Heidegger explores the origin of authentic time within Dasein’s consciousness and attaches
Dasein’s originality and authenticity to the originality and authenticity of his “temporality”. To
Heidegger, Dasein’s perception of his future and his death constitute the most significant elements
of his “temporality”. But the two philosopher’s emphasis on the individuality of the origin of time
jeopardizes the relation between authentic time and presence of the Other. To put another way, as
Bergson and Heidegger both claim, the truth of time is merely obtained in solitude and the time
experienced in Other’s proximity is essentially external, public, and objective. Are we, therefore, to
concede that ethics and the truth of time are essentially asynchronous, each occurring independent-
ly? The present study pursues the philosophy of Emmanuel Levinas for an answer. To Levinas,
understanding his philosophy of ethics depends upon understanding time in its authenticity and
originality. Nevertheless, the understanding of time Levinas calls original fundamentally defies that
of Bergson and Heidegger. As he maintains, time does not evolve in solitude but in relation with
the Other. Attempting to observe the most crucial differences between Levinas’ understanding of
time and Bergson’s and Heidegger’s, and also trying to illuminate the ambiguities of the relation
between temporality and alterity in Levinas’ thought, the present research attempts to clarify how
the latter’s innovative attitude has shed a new light on the relation between time and otherness.

Keywords: Duration, Temporality, Otherness, Same and Other, Individualism, Ethics
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1. eternality 2. Cohen, 1994: 133
3. egocentric 4. the Self/le Méme
5. the Other / I’ Autre
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1. the deformalisation of time / la déformalisation du temps
2. Levinas, 1991: 232 3. Levinas, 1991: 222-223

4. the Same / le Méme 5. alterity / altérité
6. Bergson, 2001: 87 7. Bergson, 2001: 76-77
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1. duration / durée 2. Bergson, 2001: 45
3. Bergson, 1913: 51 4. Bergson, 1913: 52
5. Bergson, 1913: 53
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1. determinism 2. associationism
3. Zahavi, 2010: 58 4. Creative Evolution
5. Two Sources of Morality and Religion 6. an open society / une société ouverte

7. aclosed society / une société close 8. Bergson, 1935: 63
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1. Aristotle, 1996: 219 2. temporality / Zeitlichkeit
3. Dasein 4. Being and Time
5. Chanter, 2001: 96-107 6. care (or concern) / Sorge
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1. historicity / Geschichtlichkeit 2. Heidegger, 1996: 274
3. Wolin, 1961: 61
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