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The Role of “BADI‘” in Islamic-Iranian Aesthetics

Majid Heidari

Abstract: In search of theoretical foundations of Iranian and Islamic Aesthetics,
normally words like “beauty” and “art” are being searched for in classic text of
philosophy, theology and mysticism. As a result, such words are found in Iranian
mysticism. Therefore, complex mystic guidelines and concepts are supposed to be
the foundation of Iranian art. The present study intends to take a descriptive ap-
proach, and propose a different “starting point” in the search of aesthetic theory.
This method is based on the importance of literature in Persian culture, and consid-
ers the historical establishment of an important field of study in literature “Badi”
as a parallel field for aesthetics. Based on the historical importance of literature in
Persian culture, religious limitations for illustration, and dominance of verbal cul-
ture, Badi can be proposed as a significant starting point for any aesthetic theory.
The reason for this proposal is that Badi is the only field of study related to art that
involves countless terminology for categorizing and evaluating important issues of
any aesthetic theory like form, simile and metaphor.

Keywords: Aesthetics, Badi, Form, Simile, Metaphor, Iranian, Islamic
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