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Michel Henry’s Phenomenological Reading of Pathos
Fateme Benvidi

Abstract: The main question is what is pathos and what can it have to do with art?
Pathos is one of the concepts that are very important in Aristotle's thought. To the
extent that contemporary researches emphasize the importance of the pathos and its
fundamental role in the reading of Aristotle’s thought. Heidegger was one of the first
scholars to pay attention to Pathos in contemporary times. Subsequently, the French
phenomenologist Michel Henry has been critical of Heidegger in his relation to Aristo-
tle, and the theoretical origins of this article are rooted in Henry's ideas about Pathos.
Michelle Henry has a critical reading of Heidegger and Husserl and calls his phenom-
enology “Phenomenology of life”. He believes that real life is invisible and the secret
meaning of life is as a pathos that can only be experienced within. According to Henry,
art, especially abstract art, has been able to show this invisible meaning. Unlike Heide-
gger, he places the essence of art in life, not in the world. Henry traces the origins of
“Pathos” to Greece, but the meaning he derives from it differs from its conventional
historical view. In Henry's reading of Pathos, the pain and suffering that comes with
Aristotle's work becomes the idea of liberation and pleasure. In the end, he views
Pathos as a pain and pleasure that liberates and promotes it and places it at the center
of human life, believing that some works of art can best represent it. For this reason,
for an artist like Kandinsky, Henry is someone who looks at the world and phenomena
more deeply than other artists and can reflect on the inner experience in his work.
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