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An Analysis of the Holy Surah
.
Qaf Focusing on Defamiliarization and Foregrounding

Hamidreza Mashayekhi?
Ozra Talebian Darzi’

De-familiarization involves ways of presenting ideas that vary from the normal
language in order to make distinction, foreground and create beauty in a literary text.
Because the Holy Qur’an, as a divine miracle, is full of literary, linguistic and semantic
subtleties, studying its different visible and invisible aspects deems necessary. Therefore,
the present article tries to provide examples of deviation and parallelism in the ayahs of
Surah Qaf using a descriptive-analytical method and by analyzing the ayahs from the
perspective of familiarization and foregrounding as a result of which it also aims to explain
the tremendous impact of such an attitude on the word of God through coming close to the
ayahs' intended meanings and gaining more pleasure in associating with these luminous
ayahs, while portraying a part of the beauties and the literary miracle of the Holy Qur’an.
The findings suggest that in this surah, the use of deviation techniques such as omission,
precedence and delay, iltifat, metaphor, allusion, etc. to familiarize and foreground the
tenors of this surah have meant to exert a greater and more profound influence on the
audience. Employing the principles of parallelism that uses repetition and harmony at three
phonetic, lexical, and syntactic levels of the ayahs also is in line and proportionate with the
general context of this surah, namely alerting and threatening the deniers of the resurrection
and proving the question of resurrection and denying its exclusion by the disobedient
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