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Abstract

The historical, social, and literary significance of folk tales is a generally
accepted notion. Since these stories are oral narratives that were later
written, they are important in terms of narrative prose and textual structure.
The Safavid period is also noteworthy in terms of profiling many of these
stories. So far as the style is concerned, the combination of order and prose
is one of the characteristics of fictional prose of this period. There are many
poems in fiction that can be studied. However, in this study, among the
popular stories of the Safavid era, the story of Bustan-i Khayal (Garden of
Imagination) is selected as one of the largest and most famous folk tales with
a collection of historical tales and stories of demons and fairies, written by
Mir Mohammad Tagi Al-Jaafari Al-Husseini nicknamed "Khayal", and also
known as Khayal Ahmadabadi. The storyteller lived in the twelfth century
AH in the Indian subcontinent. The purpose of this study is to analyze the
scattered poems in the story of Bustan-i Khayal, following these objectives:
1. an investigation of the poetic themes and the variety of their use within the
story, 2. their connection with the text of the story, 3. identifying the poets of
the poems. The research methods are quantitative, qualitative, and analytical.
The scattered poems in this work were extracted and analyzed based on the
subject, function, and identification of their poets. The findings in the subject
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section indicate that the descriptive, romantic, emotional, social, critical,
epic, prayerful, doctrinal, and praiseworthy topics have the highest to the
lowest frequency, respectively. Based on the functions, we can group the
poems in relation to the prose of the story into four sections: confirmation,
emphasis, completion, and description. Their order is: completion 55%,
description 33%, emphasis 9%, and approval 2%. The storyteller tries to use
more poems of Saeb, Saadi, Hafiz, Jami, Mowlavi, Ferdowsi, Nizami, Attar,
etc.

Keywords: Folk stories; Boostan-i- Khayal, Khayal Ahmad Abadi;
Allusion; Safavid.

Research background:

There are several studies conducted in relation to the topic of our research.
Ag Qaleh (2016), researched 224 printed Persian texts belonging to this
period up to the year 700 (Hijri), of which 136 texts contained Persian
poems and 88 works lacked Persian poetry. Soltani (2013) discusses the
characteristics of folk tales, the characteristics of Safavid period prose, its
related perspectives, and people's interest in the Safavid era to tell and read
stories. Faghihi (1994) conducted a PhD dissertation on the collection,
translation and description of poems in the second half of the sixth century.

Aims, questions, and assumptions
The study follows these aims:
1. Identifying the poets
2. Examining the poetic topics and the variety of their use within the
stories
3. The use of these poems in the text and their relationship with the story
To these aims, the following research questions were raised:
1. What is the literary value and significance of the poems in the prose folk
tales of the Safavid period?
2. What is the frequency of using poems in each of the selected folk tales of
the Safavid period?
3. During the prose of the story, which of the Persian language poets has
been martyred the most?
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The hypotheses are:

1. The use of these poems in the context of the story is rhetorical and for the
completion of the content of the story.

2. The poetry of famous Persian poets has been martyred in fictional prose.

3. The verses are given in order to complete, confirm, emphasize, and
describe the story

Results and discussion

In this literary-fiction story, the author talks about the world of human
beings and their connection with the transcendental existence. According to
Mahjoub, this story is the longest story in Persian.

"Bustan-i Khayal is one of the greatest folk tales or a collection of
historical tales and stories of demons and fairies. It has fifteen volumes
written by Mir Mohammad Tagi Al-Jafari Al-Husseini alias Khayal"
(Mahjoub, 2014, p. 620). The Safavid period is important in terms of having
different types of stories. Safa has introduced a large number of them in his
history of literature (Volume 5, Part 3). In the current study, however,
scattered verses of this work have been extracted and examined in terms of
their subject and function. Thematically, these verses have been categorized
from various descriptive, romantic, admonishing, social, critical, epic,
prayerful, doctrinal, and praiseworthy aspects. So far as their functions are
concerned, they are categorized into four groups of confirmation, emphasis,
completion, and description.

Conclusion
According to the descriptive verse statistics, love affairs are in the first place,
and advice is in the third place.

The manner the verses are used in the narration of the story shows that
these verses are directly related to the text of the story; that is, if it is a matter
of wisdom and advice, the verses that refer to advice and counsel are given,
and if it is lyrical and romantic, emotional and romantic verses are used.
However, if it is an epic, epic poems related to heroism and battle are
included in the text of the story. Examining how the verses are used and
functioned in the text of the story, it was found that the narrator has included
the verses in the text according to the confirmation, emphasis, completion,
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and description of the story. Poems in the completion section with 55%,
description 33%, emphasis 9% and 2% confirmation have the highest to the
lowest distribution, respectively. The storyteller's effort in using poems is
manifested through verses that are in the category of proverbs and are
common in the language of the people. Of the 592 verses, 190 verses, which
account for 32.09% of the total number of poems, contribute to the poems
that have become popular. Apart from Ahmadabadi's imaginary poems, most
of the verses are from Saeb, Saadi, Hafez, Jami, Rumi, Ferdowsi, Nezami,
Attar, etc., respectively. Few verses have been recited from Kaleem Kashani,
Amir Khosrow Dehlavi, Abu Saeed Abolkhair, Asir Shahrestani, Bidel
Dehlavi, Milli Mashhadi, Naziri Neyshabouri, Mohtasham Kashani, Anvari,
and others.
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Table 2: Division of verses of Boostan-i- khayal Introduction based on
function
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Table 3: Classification of Boostan-i- khayal poems based on doctrinal,
religious and mystical subject
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Table 4: Social, moral, and educational verses in Boostan-i- khayal
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Table 5: Panegyric verses in Boostan-i- khayal
Ao e s sl ol olials e bl § 5o 50
VoY 2 OvVY sl

b Oyl Yorovy

Alasls ool AMe Ly & 5 Sland ( Sl s 5 s 4 5L s 5 0L
S B 5 Gltaas alerl ol sdd ael OUT 2y 5 e b baga
B 49“-}5 nLﬁAJL%AJ.@.; ALQQ‘J:.A BE) aS ... 9 ";M m/;o}/.:..a/cd,auu LgLAQLZw\J
u/.l;.»f QL’IM\J .,\.;3‘50 b}-‘ 9 45‘)‘ ‘;9}..20 9 gjﬁu.ﬁ: LSLQU,LJ) ooy L&Ml}- 9 J‘)Ls
oLl i ade Gl Sl s el ke S Ol s mio
530> S 53 Ok Ay 53 ook S Slas o e Bl Sl s X
Dby D 5 855, T g Sliae e3lyed 50 S o 0i)le 5 glis ssbel |, Waof
I L;!LMI‘\S S (S 85 9 W&A" a3l g G360 pom 9 pod p>= u‘<"'ﬁ)| NG
S 2 Sl AsS 5 A e

ol adex ;8 @ a6 58 5,0 Ao T s Led o5 s s 53 S

(Y 0lk)
Table 6: Epic verses in Boostan-i- khayal
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Table 7: Motto verses in Boostan-i- khayal
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Table 8: Romantic verses in Boostan-i- khayal
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Table 9: Critical, Biography verses and etc.
Loy ojg.i E) d:u;}\ J= S Qk:g\ ULS s QL_J Cy}a

g8 Yo ovy sldas

Foose ol g S Oliwyy 53 oo 5 Slol AY_YY

VY DLl b el o 5 4y Glate g0 bl r Sl 2t 03l 3l 5o
534S (Ol 5 Soalr 5 oo s Ll 5 O (olidl Cio 5 5)
Sl 5 s ol 55 )00 SLT L wlisle Slol e 5 Ll 13 Jsl oKl
1315 g ol 55 ) YA Sl b g3,

: yolsesl G 5 (<l
e SV s ol Ll els an g sUigder! Jlt Civo 5 SN
ool Aai ) 4 atls
il s Glaend @ Ogr &S Cds g Jol @ abes Oles Sless
357 255 (8255 4 &S pheats M) (sl s S50 ) 5o e e &S S
i Aal S el rdls s s ps STl IS 3 S Wil |
Moo ol osS 5lasS Ol Ol Lo Osr 05 4 O35 0 S Ols
355 Pl 255 Gl 35 5SS S 5y 58l Bl
(005-000 :0las)
O S R S KR PR ET
Table 10: Description of persons
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Table 11: Description of places and objects
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Table 12: Description of fairies, jinn, wizards and etc
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Table 13: Description of animals and beasts
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Table 14: Descriptions in Boostan-i- khayal
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Table 15: Hymnal verses
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Table 16: Confirmatory verses in Bustan-i- Khayal
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Table 17: Emphasis verses in Bustan-i- Khayal
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Table 18: Completion verses in Bustan-i- Khayal

0o/# AR ovy slaws

oo s Oyl F¥_Y¥
j;jbb (23S ;.R.;».aj.: ‘L:*:"} a s ‘up\}:w\ u_iy.a}?) JALI: CJLO.:...&)S
ol Oly aelsl 53 Jls dals b alflas oS W o (Sllsm 5 Oyl o

YYo



wole sl 5 Ko 3 dolials g A4 o3 5 55T M 5Lad A Jlu

03,5 eslitul s3lu Slazal 31 508 5 Dlendts 51 i Slio 5 opl )3 s3bTes|
145 313 o Olo (A o o 55 | Slies 03050l &S Ll L
B s JUB ols 5 3 S Ol Shee ol Gl 5t cnik
plozal 53 pled 35w Sl axly 5 5503 oo o056l SIS ST Al 5l sals
Olal 5 Oy bl Wl = 31 oLy Olsly n glacss 5 5558l
OF i 5 Slsabals Bl Ollsa b Ol pcus 5 olad, Lol sl
S 5 ady s slaoles
Sl sl e 5 O 3 Jeb 2 Ol
VYE 0les)
Olal Olisps ddy s w0 Oliicn s b ol Slies eslials ooy ol o
S Slico 5 5 Slends (nl 53 oy SLS 5 (S adl 5 ool odd s
s oall S ol Ll 5 O Cho g 53 5 el sy LB 5 Sl
3o Al s aler Ol el L Ob b 5l el 5 s &S L el B
o s Sl pzmen Sl 038 Chog ol 4 sl wtle L b S
2 S 5 e 3 Sl S ey 5L ccd b Gt dle SUl 5 Ol s
3ol oLl sl Can 55 w0
o b SKoden ol ol 3 o 510 sSS Jand 5 s 5 i Lo S 2 s
ool o s gyls bl oSST L oy 0 i V*l”” Sy sl el
5 Syl 68 do L csliS o e s o, G Sl &S el
...jksﬁﬁlﬁwjr»rw,&\ﬁ
ot o SeSw oo o b S s sy 2 O s i gl S
b s olalsar S amep S dle Lsls et Ul e (25 5 &
(FFA-FFA 0les)
(P93 S 03 ool 0dd 405 a5 o0 3l eas Joe a4 ol Dol i 2
s o3l 5 LI il oS Sl ol 43 65 & o

355 plal bl Ll N Jgus
Table 19: Statistics of verses by function
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Table 20: Table and Statistics of application of proverbs in Bustan-i- Khayal
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