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1. Introduction
Definitions of Romanticism found in academic books on this movement
indicate a specific duration and area. That is, at a certain period, it has
developed in a well-defined geographical area, it has peaked, then lost its
purpose. Concepts such as pre-romantic or post-romantic are evidence of the
validity of this claim. In romantic stories, the structure of space-time, as
described by Mikhail Bakhtin, is similar to that of other structures, which are
subject to the requirements of the school of romanticism. To be more
specific, and considering themes such as loneliness, hesitation,
disorientation, the discomfort caused by the time or space in which the
person lives, as well as daydreaming. a comparative study of the chronotopic
structure of Mahan's story in The Seven Beauties by Nezami, a mystical
story, with one of the most prominent works of the school of French

Romanticism, Gustav Flaubert's Temptation of Saint Anthony, which also
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traces the process of salvation of the personality, shows that there is a great
resemblance between the requirements of romanticism in the history of

Flaubert and the themes used in the work of Nezami..

2. Methodology

The chronotope, or space structure, is the basis of our research. But in
addition to this structure, we will use other factors, the most important of
which are: Search for elements of romanticism such as loneliness, fantasy,
travel desire, hesitation and ambiguity in understanding the situation. All of
these elements come together to create self-knowledge. Thus, the methods of
narrative analysis are the most important tools that we will use in this article.
Examining the structure of space-time in the context of narratology is a way

to show that there are many similarities between Iranian and French stories.

3. Discussion

The first story belongs to Flaubert. In one of his books, Temptation of Saint
Anthony, he used romantic elements to create the face of the protagonist.
From the point of view of space-time, Saint Anthony embarks on a journey
in the desert, alone, in the fantasy world, ending in self-knowledge. The
story space is a humble cottage, with the most basic living things, in a dry
desert with a terrible silence. But it is this space that keeps him immersed in
the dream world. Saint Anthony travels in the fantasy world without moving.
He goes through time and space, and each time he encounters imaginary and
scary creatures. Each of these temptations becomes an obstacle so that he
does not become self-aware; temptations like woman, lust, money,
possessions, power, cruelty and even the devil himself. But that doesn't stop
him from continuing. Each time Saint Anthony sleeps and wakes up, he
takes a step forward and gets closer to his goal, knowledge. At the end of the
story, it is true that seeing Christ shows that he has reached self-knowledge,

but from a chronotopic point of view, despite the repetition of travels, there
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has been no change of place. Every time Saint Anthony wakes up, he sees
that he is in the same desert, in the same humble hut.

Mahan's story in The Seven Beauties shows that what we said about Flaubert
also applies to the Nezami; That is to say, all three elements that we saw in
the previous book can be seen in this story as well; Mahan, just like Saint
Anthony, goes to a dry desert, finds himself alone there, falls asleep from the
intensity of fatigue, and, in the imaginary world, he embarks on a journey
that ends in self-knowledge. Like Saint Anthony, he encounters amazing
creatures. His senses mislead him, every time he thinks what he sees is true.
But when he wakes up, he sees that he has made a mistake; he finally wins
this fight and sees Khidr. Mahan achieves self-awareness, but despite his

many travels, he is still in the first place.

4. Conclusion

Travel, withdrawal from solitude, loneliness, dissatisfaction with space
and time, and fantasy are among the main forms of romanticism. An
examination of the chronotopic structure of the Temptation of Saint
Anthony, as a romantic work, illustrates this point: Saint Anthony is an
ascetic and lonely man who expresses his feelings and doubts in the desert,
away from the people, dissatisfied with the time he lives in. He does not trust
what he sees, he looks back and fights all the temptations by taking refuge in
the imaginary world. Saint Anthony finally sees Jesus and finds the way to
happiness. These traits are also seen in Mahan's story in The Seven Beauties.
An examination of the structure of the space-time story shows that Saint
Anthony withdraws from the crowd, is afraid of the other, cannot trust what
he sees, is dissatisfied with the space and time in which he finds himself,
expresses his doubts and regrets the past. In the fantasy world, he encounters
amazing creatures, each representing one of the manifestations of lust. He
finally sees Khidr and is saved. The space in both stories is divided into real
and imaginary parts. The main character of the story is constantly thinking

about returning to the previous intimate atmosphere. Both heroes in both
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stories realize that their perception of the past is wrong; time is divided into
present and past. The protagonist constantly regrets the past. Thus, there are
striking similarities between Mahan's story in The Seven Beauties and the
Temptation of Saint Anthony. Both authors have identified daydreaming as
the first step to salvation. Thus, the dream world turns out to be superior to
the world of reality and it becomes impossible to achieve happiness without

going through the dream.
Key words: Space-time, Nezami, Flaubert, Romanticism, Mahan, Anthony.
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