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Allegiance in the Discourse of Imam Ali (AS)

Seyyed Ahmad Reza Khezri*
Zeynab Sharifi Asadi?
Seyyed Abolfazl Razavi®

Abstract: Prior to Islam, interfaith relations were concluded in the form of "helf"
and "wala". The Prophet (PBUH) substituted allegiance in Islam as a divine
covenant between the ruler and the subject, and the people were bound by the
obligation, albeit without material gain or breach, of a treaty and deserve
punishment accordingly. The present study seeks to answer this question: What is
the status of allegiance in Imam Ali's discourse? Regarding the evolution of
allegiance during Ignorance Era, the time of the Prophet and the era of the Rashid
Caliphs, it can be said that Imam Ali (AS) recognized the concepts and instances of
allegiance and revived its status. The findings of the study indicate that allegiance in
Islam is a political and sovereign category in solidarity with the Divine Covenant.
Meanwhile, in pre-Islamic examples, it is merely a literal one with no legitimizing
role. Therefore, with the change of the concept of allegiance in the era of the
Rasheedin Caliphs, Imam Ali (AS) refused to accept popular allegiance and then
adopted the terms of divine leadership for government and revived its prophetic
tradition.

Keywords: Allegiance, ignorance era, Prophet (PBUH), Rashidin Caliphs, Imam
Ali (AS).
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