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Abstract

Considering Afghan migrants’ presence in Iran as a temporary situation for over the past
four decades, turned into a social problem which impact upon both migrants lived
experiences and the host society. This article seeks to understand the implications of the
Corona pandemic situation on the lived experience of Afghan students. The central
hypothesis of this paper is that the outbreak of the Corona virus has had far-reaching
effects on the educational, economic and social dimensions of migrants in general and
Afghan students in particular. The most important negative effect of this social anxiety at
the intersection with nationality, gender and class is enlargement of educational and
gender inequalities in the daily lives of immigrants. On the other hand, the most
important positive change resulting from this pandemic situation is the visibility of the
presence of immigrants in the public opinion and policy arena in Iran, which to some
extent has facilitated the structural integration of immigrants. Data were obtained through
semi-structured interviews with 31 Afghans with experience of higher education in Iran.
Equal access to educational services provided by the school, facilitation of student
accommodation regulations and amendment of the executive regulations of the Law on
Entry and Residence of Foreign Nationals, automatic renewal of immigrants' identity
cards, renewal of immigrants’ work permits and the approval of executive regulations
related to health insurance coverage have been among the most important changes in the
Iranian government's policy towards the immigrant community during the Corona crisis.
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INTRODUCTION

Considering Afghan migrants’ presence in Iran as a temporary situation for over the
past four decades, turned into a social problem which impact upon both migrants
lived experiences and the host society. This paper with an anthropological
perspective considered both Corona pandemic crisis and Afghan migratory life as a
total social fact which encompass various dimensions, so to study the implications
of the widespread prevalence of this virus in the daily life of the largest group of
immigrants living in Iran, it is necessary to adopt an interdisciplinary approach.

PURPOSE

This article seeks to understand the implications of the Corona pandemic situation
on the lived experience of Afghan students in the context of a more general
understanding of the situation of Afghan immigrants living in Iran. The central
hypothesis of this paper is that the outbreak of the Corona virus has had far-
reaching effects on the educational, economic and social dimensions of migrants in
general and Afghan students in particular. The most important negative effect of
this social anxiety at the intersection with nationality, gender and class is
enlargement of educational and gender inequalities in the daily lives of immigrants.
On the other hand, the most important positive change resulting from this
pandemic situation is the visibility of the presence of immigrants in the public
opinion and policy arena in Iran, which to some extent has facilitated the structural
integration of immigrants.

METHODOLOGY

In order to obtain the data of this semantic and qualitative research, the virtual
ethnography technique (with emphasis on online observation) has been used. Data
were obtained through semi-structured interviews with 31 Afghans with experience
of higher education in Iran, three-quarters of whom were born / raised in Iran and
the rest were educational sojourners. Polymorphous engagement method was used
to collect data. Informants were selected using purposive and snowball sampling. In
order to observe maximum variation of sampling, both sexes (male/female) and
members of the 5 major ethnic groups in Afghanistan (Tajik, Pashtun, Hazara,
Uzbek and Turkmen) were used in the interviews.

RESULT

Although at the level of structural integration, immigrants' access to health and
education has been facilitated to some extent in recent years, the socio-cultural
integration of immigrants, especially in the psychological-emotional dimensions
encountered with several challenges. Afghan students have not reached the stage of



integration (especially social and cultural integration) and are in the stage of
acculturation motivation because on the one hand their biggest problem is
residence status and questions of citizenship in the host society which has led to the
formation of cultural distance between minds and one of the most important
obstacles is the psychological and emotional integration of Afghan immigrants with
Iranian society.

One of the most important effects of the Corona crisis has been on college life.
Corona's critical situation has left students and the public space in a vacuum, and
new students have been one of the biggest losers, as the first year of college has
many challenges for the student and his family. Continued emphasis on physical
distance, quarantine and the obligation to stay at home, restrict social ties and
kinship and friendship loss of social presence in educational centers (schools and
universities), recreation centers (public parks and cultural centers such as cinemas
and cafes) and religious centers (mosques and holy places), although in order to
ensure the physical health of society, but it seems it has had negative effects on the
mental health of various groups, especially international students.

DISCUSSION

Afghan girls redefine their identities as merely dependent and passive role models
as a result of the new empowerment process of Afghan migrant girls, taking
advantage of the opportunities created in the new urban environment. And new
opportunities empower women as active and role-playing people in society.
Increasing social demand, increasing the importance of education and facilitating
access to public education, the massification of higher education and the change in
the Afghan families’ mindset have been effective in increasing the share of girls in
higher education. One in three non-Iranian students is an Afghan girl. The Corona
crisis has fueled the gender gap in the world, and Afghan women in general and
female students in particular face double discrimination on this issue. In the context
of virtual education and lower access of women to new communication
technologies, this gap takes on another dimension, from which can be called gender
digital divide.

Despite the long-term challenges of living in shadow by Afghan immigrants in
Iran, based on this ethnographic study the Corona crisis has created a different
situation for this marginalized community which accelerate visibility of them. As a
result, by exposing the presence of millions of immigrants in a limited and
segmented manner, it has accelerated the process of structural integration of
immigrants.

I‘mer_disg:iplinaw -
Studies in the Humanities

Abstract




.. Interdisciplinary
Studies in the Humanities

Volume 12
Issue 2
Spring 2020

CONCLUSION

Equal access to educational services provided by the school, facilitation of student
accommodation regulations and amendment of the executive regulations of the Law
on Entry and Residence of Foreign Nationals, automatic renewal of immigrants’
identity cards, renewal of immigrants’ work permits, cooperation of universities in
holding review sessions on applications changes in tuition fees received from
students and the approval of executive regulations related to health insurance
coverage have been among the most important changes in the Iranian government's
policy towards the immigrant community during the Corona crisis.
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