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Extended Abstract

Sadegh Hedayat, a contemporary name-writer who achieved fame by presenting a novel
way in fiction, relying on biological anthropology to retain his unique content, a collection
of essays such as: Myths of Creation" Fathers of Man”, “Turkish Salt”, and “Darkroom”
can be counted among them. Biological anthropology is one of the important branches of
anthropological knowledge that examines the evolutionary structure of mankind. A few of
his works contain some of the ideas of biological anthropology that, with their retrieval,
can be found in the heritage of the survival of this knowledge. There are two documentary
works that show the sources of guidance in this branch of anthropology. “The human and
animal”, and “Benefits of vegetarianism”, which can be inferred from the depth of his
studies in this field. The present study intends to study the capacity of these works from
the point of view of biological anthropology and the extent of its services to recognize this

knowledge in Iran.

Keywords: Anthropology, biological anthropology, story, Sadegh Hedayat, natural
sciences

1. Assistant Professor of Language and Literature, Islamic Azad University, Fasa Branch, Fasa, Iran
B Sajedirad2010@yahoo.com

2. Young Researchers and Elite Club Member, Islamic Azad University, Shiraz, Iran (Corresponding
Author)
P4 siamakn@yahoo.com


http://dx.doi.org/10.22035/isih.2020.3559.3752
http://www.isih.ir/article_333.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0

. Interdisciplinary
Studies in the Humanities

Vol. 12
No. 1
Winter 2020

INTRODUCTION

So far, no independent research has been done on biological anthropology in
Hedayat's works; while some social scholars believe that he was the first
anthropologist in Iran. (Shahshahani, 1992, 165-171; & Sajedi, Naderi, 2014, 83-
103). Everything that has been said so far has been about his services to cultural
anthropology, especially folklore and anthropology. Works such as: “The Folk
Culture of the Iranian People” by Jahangir Hedayat (1999) and “The Life and Works
of Hedayat” by Yahya Arianpour (2001) and “Sadegh Hedayat” by Vincent Monti
(2003). As the history of research can only be mentioned: "Sadegh Hedayat, the
founder of anthropology in Iran" (Shahshahani, 1371, 171-165); "Sadegh Hedayat's
services to the development and launch of anthropological knowledge in Iran"
(Sajedi, Naderi, 2014, 103-83); “The Image of a anthropoid: A Sociological Analysis
of the Story of' Fathers of Man” by Sadegh Hedayat, Based on Primrology and
Anthropology” (Sajedi, Naderi, 2012, 79-95); "Rereading The Turkish Salt case of
Sadegh Hedayat based on four major periods in the history of human evolution"
(Hassan Lee, Naderi, 2015, 69-96; Ibid, 2017, 45-57). But the fact is that
anthropology is simultaneously composed of two sciences, cultural anthropology
and biological anthropology, each of which has no meaning without the other.
(Jaha, 2003, 6, 13 and 17). Biological anthropology examines the differences
between humans according to their development and physiology, and from
branches such as: osteology, human ecology, embryology, development, biology.
Molecular genetics, biochemical genetics, demographic genetics, and Primatology.
This article begins with the question that due to the existence of some signs of
biological anthropology in the works of Sadegh Hedayat, he can be considered a
pioneer in the knowledge of biological anthropology in Iran or these studies should
be considered in another field.

PURPOSE

This article intends to review, for the first time, Hedayat's anthropological studies as
the most basic bio-anthropological exudates in Iran from an interdisciplinary
perspective.

METHODOLOGY

This research has been done indirectly and library based on interdisciplinary
studies. In this research, all the works of Hedayat have been analyzed from
documentaries and stories that "human and animal’, "the benefits of vegetarianism"
and "Khayyam's songs” as three documentary works and "SGLL", "The Case of Kon-
Fa-ya-con”, "The Legend of Creation","The Fathers of Man","The Case of the
Turkish Salt", "The Darkhouse", "The Blind Owl", "The Living Tomb", "The Case of
the Soul Chicken", "Three Drops of Blood", "The Last Smile", "The Sampinege", "The

Lunatic”, "The Case of Under the bush" have been studied as fourteen fiction.



RESULT

The amount of Hedayat's studies in biological anthropology is one of the points that
are less emphasized and we have dealt with it for the first time in this article. Some
believe that the beginning of these studies in Iran was with the translation of the
book "Culture of Human Life or Human Race’ by Yadollah Homayounfar in 1935
(Saeedi Madani, 2003, 27). Contrary to the opinion of the Iranian Anthropological
Society, we believe that Hedayat, with his series of studies in works such as Man and
Animal (1925) and the Benefits of Vegetarianism (1927), has taken these studies to a
decade earlier, and therefore perhaps He can be considered a pioneer. In the book
“Man and Animal”, Hedayat uses the word anthropology in the sense of natural
sciences and attributes this knowledge to Broca (Hedayat, 2000, 69). He also talks
about the Museum of Anthropology in the story of “SGLL” (Hedayat, 1977, 25). of
course, different branches of this knowledge have been used in Hedayat's works.

DISCUSSION

Considering the evolutionary theories of Darwin and Lamarck, Sadegh Hedayat
believed that "the physical structure of man is quite similar to that of fruit-eating
monkeys" (Hedayat, 1977, 18). For this reason, in the book “The Benefits of
Vegetarianism”, by comparing the ossification and physical tissues of humans and
apes, he pointed out the hidden and obvious differences between these creatures
and presented theories in line with the two sciences of primatology and osteology
(Ibid, 40-19). He also wrote in the famous book of “Man and Animal” from the
famous saying of Florence: Primitive was a fruit eater; Like the great apes... The
science of the limbs is consistent with the explanation in this regard, and in a clear
way confirms the idea of Kuviye (Hedayat, 2000, 68 & 69). In “Khayyam's songs”, he
refers to the phenomenon of "environmental evolution and compromise”and the
famous formula Adaptation du milieu (Hedayat, 1977, 23). He also refers to the
phenomenon of "evolution” and the "conflict of survival" in “the case of “Kon-Fa-
ya-con” and the play “The Legend of Creation” (Hedayat, 1964, 7). In “SGLL”, it
refers to the "missing link" (Hedayat, 1977, 23). He also refers to anthropoids in
“The Fathers of Man” and “the Turkish Salt Theorem”. In “The Under the Bushes
Case”, he refers to the "Pasteur Spontaneous Generation" experiment (Hedayat,
1963, 72) and in the case of the “Chicken soul” from the "Velengari" collection
follows Lamarckism (Hedayat, 1963, 67).

CONCLUSION

Hedayat's writings are a summary of the views of anthropologists of his time or
before him who were interested in human biological evolution and referred to them
in their books and articles. In fact, he was able to present the biological
anthropology of his time to the Iranian society through evolutionary literature, with
the help of a kind of interdisciplinary knowledge that he himself had invented.
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NOVELTY

The innovation of this research is without a doubt in introducing the works of
Hedayat from a new perspective to the scientific community ofliterature and
anthropology. So that parts of Hedayat’s ideas are presented in this article that has
not been considered before and that is the knowledge of biological anthropology.

Research limitations/implications

Of course, this article also had its limitations; the structure of the paper, which
evaluated Hedayat's work from a biological anthropological perspective a century
ago, obviously could not use updated anthropological documents. Therefore, it is
possible that some of these documents are obsolete in our time.

Practical implications

Using the data obtained from this article, a more accurate history of the creation of
bio-anthropological knowledge in Iran can be provided. One can also understand
the role of Mr. Sadegh Hedayat in leading this movement.

Social implications

Because the topics are presented in the form of stories and are dedicated to one of
the social sciences, namely biological anthropology; the target community can be
made up of different segments of the population. People who are relatively ordinary
sections of society and cannot understand the presence of some biological points in
a literary work, and this article will help them understand this issue.

Originality/value

The originality and value of this article is due to the fact that although a group of
researchers introduced Mr. Sadegh Hedayat as "the father of modern Iranian
anthropological knowledge”. But there was no evidence of his scientific activity in
one of the two main branches of this science, biological anthropology. This article
was able to show Mr. Hedayat's activities as a leader in Iranian biological
anthropology.
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