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An Analysis of Jurisprudential Arguments about Prohibition and
Permission of Female Circumcision in Fifth Denominations with an
Emphasis on Imamieh Jurisprudence

Ali Gholami', Neda Moghadami®
Female circumcision is a cultural rite that is performed in different societies in various
ways. According to the World Health Organization, this rite includes some forms which
may result in some physical and mental damages to girls that break their human rights.
However, some general and Imamieh jurists have a positive attitude to female circumcision,
particularly, sometimes Imamieh jurists considered it as a recommended action based on
the valid narratives. This descriptive-analytical research was conducted with the aim of
reviewing and analyzing jurisprudential arguments about prohibition and permission of
female circumcision in fifth denominations with an emphasis on Imamieh jurisprudence;
thus, related sources including jurisprudential books were reviewed, and it was determined
that there was no research that examined the subject of this research. Reviewing different
forms of female circumcision and comparing them with the content of narratives confirmed
that the first form (the least degree) of forms of female circumcision is permitted and other
ones are not permitted because of their damages. Therefore, the notion that jurisprudence
gives us permission to perform all forms of female circumcision is wrong, and it is contrary
to the concern of religion about the physical and mental health of humans.
Keywords: female circumcision, women's rights, Imamieh jurisprudence, Sunnite

jurisprudence, recommendation rule.
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1. Female Genital Mutilation
2. World Health Organization
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