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A Study on the Necessity of Observing Iddah by Sterile Divorced
Women

Reza Dehghannejad’
In Islamic law, divorce has many effects on divorced men and women that one of those
is to observe Iddah by some divorced women. Most jurists believe that three groups of
divorced women must not observe Iddah based on the Quranic verses and narratives:
immature and menopausal divorced women, and a divorce that occurs before mating. One
of the challenging issues is the necessity of observing Iddah by divorced women who are
certain sterile according to specialist doctors. This issue is among new ones that its rule
has not thoroughly been explained in jurisprudential texts except some jurists who have
briefly pointed out this issue. This descriptive-analytical study was conducted with the
purpose of answering the question whether sterile divorced women must observe Iddah.
Reviewing related sources showed that there was no research that examined the subject
of this study. Analyzing the arguments of the necessity of observing Iddah and jurists'
ideas concluded that there is not any obvious evidence that indicates sterile divorced
women must observe Iddah, even according to the arguments, they must not observe it.
Keywords: divorce, necessity of observing lddah, sterile divorced women, Iddah of

women.
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