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Timurid Tents and Enclosures based on the Juxtaposition of
Zafar-nameh of Yazdi and Narrative of the Embassy of Ruy
Gonzales de Clavijo
Mohsen Naseri’

Zeinab Saadeqi®

Abstract:

As the histories record accounts, alluding to contexts of events is unavoidable; so they
include some descriptions of the handicrafts belonging to the context, therefore, the
histories can be placed among the main resources of art and culture subjects. Subjects
such as tents, which were very usual in Timurid time. Different kinds of Timurid tents
were introduced by various native terms in the histories such as Zafar-nameh. However,
the tents due to being used routinely those days and writing about such things in the
histories was disdained, there are few detailed descriptions of them in the book and most
of them are couched in literary terms. So the lack of information cannot depict their

characteristic features thoroughly. Fortunately, the absence is eliminated by Clavijo’s

¥ Textile Design Instructor, Semnan University
* MA student of Iranian Architectural studies, Shahid Beheshti University
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descriptions in his book, contemporary with Zafar-nameh. As the tourists and visitors
are more interested in unusual things, which are almost rare in their lands, they give
much more explanations. Clavijo, the ambassador of Spain, has compiled an extremely
detailed account on the various tents during his journey to Timur territory. This article,
based on resources, extracts the names referred to tents from Zafar-nameh at first, and a
general meaning of each word according to the context. Then by the juxtaposition with
Narrative of the Embassy of Ruy Gonzales de Clavijo brings the detailed descriptions to
complete the depiction of various tents. However, passing the centuries after Timurid
time and extinction of some kinds of tents have made their names disused and forgotten
or their meanings completely changed.

Goals:

1. Reintroduction the customary terms referring to different kinds of tents, which have
been used during the Timurid dynasty and territory but nowadays get unused and
extinct or totally forgotten, according to Zafar-nameh as a history of that time.

2. Finding out the characteristic features of various Timurid tents, based on the
juxtaposition of two contemporary accounts, which have different points of view
and cover their lack of information: of a Persian (Zafar-nameh) and a foreign

(Narrative of the Embassy of Ruy Gonzales de Clavijo).
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Questions:

1. What words and terms were used for different kinds of tents during Timurid
dynasty and territory?

2. What were the characteristic features of the various customary tents in the Timurid
Time, such as function and purpose, erection method, shape, dimension and
measurement, textile, pattern and ornamentation?

Keywords: The Timurid dynasty, enclosure, guyed tent, trellis tent, awning.



