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The Concept of Sin and the Quiddity of the Original Sin in the Mythology and
Religions of Iran, Greece, and Mesopotamia
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Abstract

The concept of sin and the nature of the first sin in ancient myths, religions of Iran, Greece,
and Mesopotamia in mythical human thought, the world, and the world around it had rules
and frameworks. More importantly, the human belief was that there was an invisible order
between the beings and the universe. Of course, he considered himself to have duties to the
universe and to the beings and gods, so his best job was to coordinate with this order because
God created human for some reasons and he was required to obey divine commandments to
attain salvation. On this basis, even in various religions, the wrongdoing of some human
beings (especially in the early age of human life) could have consequences for the whole of
humanity. Sin in ancient civilizations could have different origins in such a way that in the
Iranian sense of sin (in ancient times) not only did the wrongdoer have an unfortunate
consequence, but other creators were also at risk and harmed by the wrongdoer.

On the other hand, in the Zoroastrianism view, sin was not only in relation to the gods and
in disobeying the divine commandments in performing religious rituals, but also in dealing
with self-fellow human beings and other beings.

Thus, harming the right of other creatures, even plan,,, ss aocooa nnnnn nrrrr nn”’”’ s
ca,,,, , caeee yyyyaee [l rrrr aaa’’ s ceeaiisss add Il 1 ee ceceeeeee ssss stttteee oonnn
is also evident to some extent in other civilizations, especially in Greece and Mesopotamia. In
the ancient world, and in virtually all ancient religions, the man was made a god or gods and
thus the hometown of man was the place of living;the gods and humans were companions and
neighbors of gods. Thus, gods lived in the myth and beliefs of Iranian, Mesopotamian, and
Greek civilizations and especially the first human or first human Couple in land and place that
enjoyed all blessings and did not think about death and did not face worldly suffering. But,
the event caused the goddess, also a supreme divine creature, to be driven out of the gods and
living in the shadow of the divine grace and the Garden of Eden (Paradise) and engaged in a
low-yielding and diminishing habitat.

Accordingly, ancient religions and myths have each offered reasons for depriving humans
of eternal life, as well as being driven out of the gods and habitat of the first human being.
There are some narrations with somesimilarities and in some cases some differences.
However, what makes the myths of these civilizations different is the positive or conversely
the unfavorable attitude to the human character and godly devotion to man. In the Iranian
thought, because Ahuramazda (as the overall creator) has chosen man as the best creature, he
has no role in committing sin In the Iranian thinking,the seducers are considered the first evil
couple and evil forces and even the gods do not make him die him for the sins; rather, the
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sinful man is endangered by the difficulties because of moving toward evil deeds. But, in
Mesopotamian and Greek civilizations, asthe philosophy of human creation has been to save
the gods.In a civilization like Greece (and even in Mesopotamia), a god or Titan has had a
role in the creation of man and giving him blessings without the participation of the great
God. . The gods no longer have a positive attitude toward the man and even try to deprive him
of divine attributes and get him into suffering. So, in such myths, these are gods who directly
(with their false guidance) and indirectly (because of the inherent human nature) cause human
beings to commit original sin and deprive themselves of the eternal life and prosperity. Thus,
the gods play the role of human seductors; gods who sometimes appear so vicious and
vindictive of Iranian and Mesopotamian thought that they take revenge and retribution from
humanity, because the creation of man was contrary to the will of the gods and gods created
disasters and suffering to hurt man or his creator (Prometheus). Also, the Greeks sometimes
considered the root of the sin to be hereditary and believed that it completely deprived one of
the rights to sin.
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