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Abstract: In this paper, the nature of religious
experience and its types, as well as the degree such
experiences complied with the ideological aims of
the Iranian educational system were considered from
the viewpoints of high school graduates. The
research was qualitative and followed by a
phenomenological approach. For this purpose,
twelve graduates were selected through purposeful
sampling from religious and non-religious families,
and underwent by semi-structured and in-depth
interviews. The interviews were transcribed and the
records were assessed using qualitative content
analysis. The findings of the research in the section
regarding the portrayal of religious experience were
arranged around the triadic dimensions of religiosity
(morals, Sharia and belief, which is in turn divided
into subcategories of God, Afterlife and prophets).
Moreover, their compliance with the ideological
goals of the education system was determined by
comparing the resulting categories with those
included in the education system's goals, which had
been named according to the parameters of the
formal religion. The results showed that identified
specific alternative types of religiosity to be
common among high-school graduates, which had
formed around concepts such as cordial belief in
God, internal and natural inclination towards moral
issues, and resorting to logic (rather than spiritual
guides) for complying with the commandments of
religion.
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