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Cash-rent farming has developed during recent years in Iran; this phenomenon has had a greater impact
especially in fertile regions with the abundant sources of water and soil. Meanwhile, Kermanshah prov-
ince ranks as one of the agricultural centers in the country that is no exception when it comes to having
fertile lands. During recent years, the farmers of Mahidasht district in Kermanshah County have rented
their agricultural lands. So, the aim of the present qualitative study is to investigate the consequences
of this phenomenon in Mahidasht district. For this purpose, the event tree analysis technique (ETA) was
used. The required data was gathered through singular unstructured in-depth interviews, concentrat-
ed groups, group discussion with 32 of district landlords, and direct observation. Generally, the results
showed that the development of the cash-rent farming phenomenon has two groups of consequences

Key words: © inthe studied district: environmental and sociocultural consequences. The environmental and sociocul-
Cash-rent, Agricul- tural problems include changes in the soil structure and pattern, changes in the quality and quantity of
tural system, Land : water sources, the incidence of plant pests and diseases, increase in the migration from rural areas to
lease, Consequenc- towns, social difficulties in rural areas and increase in the legal implications between landlords and ten-
es, ETA : ants. Finally, it should be noted that our findings support the Marshallian perspective.
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Extended Abstract ince. Attention to this subject becomes important when

we consider that most of the tenants were strangers who

1. Introduction came to this district from neighboring provinces to rent

the local landlords’ farms (Ghanbari & Zarafshani, 2015).

ased on the present study, the cash- Thus, Kermanshah province is one of the target places for

rent farming system in the west of Iran these beneficiaries. The development of cash-rent farm-

has had a significant growth, especially ing system is one of the serious problems that the agricul-

in fertile districts of Kermanshah prov- tural sector in Kermanshah province faces at the moment.
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Among different parts of Kermanshah province, Mahi-
dasht district has been noticed by immigrants looking
for agricultural lands because of its potentials and natural
resources like abundant water and fertile soil. Thus, the
present research addresses the following main questions:
“What are the consequences of continuing the process of
cash-rent farming development for Mahidasht district?
And “which perspective will be confirmed, Marshallian
or Cheongian?

2. Methodology

The present study is a case study. In terms of paradigm,
this research is qualitative. The studied population con-
sisted of landlords of Mahidasht district in Kermanshah
province. Research data was obtained by criterion sam-
pling and by determining specific criteria for key indi-
viduals like landlords, previous landlords for, at least,
2 years, present landlords without land. In addition, the
research data was gathered through singular, unstruc-
tured in-depth interviews, concentrated groups, group
discussions and direct observation. Then, the data were
analyzed using the event tree analysis technique (ETA).
To ensure the reliability of the study, the following meth-
ods were used: triangulate method, techniques for using
multiple methods, designing similar questions with dif-
ferent forms, various data collection methods, obtaining
parallel information by using different sources of data like
the comparison of obtained information with the existing
data in Jahad center and experts’ opinion, members con-
trol and researcher self-review.

3. Results

In this research, 32 landlords were studied in different
age groups (youth, middle-aged, and elderly). The inter-
viewed people had 2 to 4 years of farming experience and
the area of lands under their ownership was between 4
and 131 hectares. Landlords farmed all or some parts of
their lands. Most of them lived in the villages and some
of them in towns. Most of landlords had a small family
with 2 or 3 children who were school students or college
students and lived in towns. The farming income was the
landlords’ main source of income. These people used to
exploit the lands themselves but some of the landlords
consider the rent as a secondary source of income. These
people are landlords and hold extensive lands. The level
of education is different among tenants, from illiterate
to educated. To examine the consequences of the devel-
opment of the cash-rent farming phenomenon, the steps
of event tree analysis (ETA) were done, and the conse-
quences were identified and categorized. In the follow-
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ing, the steps of event tree analysis technique (ETA) are
described.

4. Discussion

Generally, the development of the cash-rent farming
phenomenon in Mahidasht district had two groups of
consequences; environmental and socio-cultural conse-
quences. The environmental problems can be divided into
three categories: changes in the soil structure and pattern
changes in the quality and quantity of water sources, and
incidence of plant pests and diseases. Problems that arise
as a consequence of the development of cash-rent farm-
ing phenomenon for soil and cause changes in the soil
structure and pattern have different reasons like the use
of improper fertilizers and pesticides by landlords in the
soil of the district changes the soil structure and chemical
features like soil Ph. Soil gets acidic and is not suitable
for the next cultures, feeder elements are not absorbed
by plants, plant’s dry weight decreases significantly and
output in hectare decreases due to soil acidify. Acidify
and erosion of soil, hardpan creation, damage to the soil
micro-organisms, emergence of new and less-known dis-
eases are subjects that landlords face and to get rid of
these problems and because of their inability to correct the
soil, they always rent their lands.

The majority of rural people who rent their lands mi-
grate to the cities and settle down there because farming
and caring for their lands is the only reason that keeps
them in villages and now that they have rented those
lands, they have no reason to stay in villages. Renting the
lands frees the family members who used to work on the
farms and they turn to unproductive jobs such as being
a dealer. Landlords have no job to do after farming their
lands. Most of them get unemployment and others turn to
other jobs such as dealership or livestock sales to earn an
income — jobs with good income for them that create no
added value for the economy and this is a considerably
complicated issue for our province that does not have the
required infrastructure for attracting the unemployed.

Continuing the farming process increases the unem-
ployment rate of rural people and makes it more difficult
to solve the unemployment problem. So, it is necessary
to find a way to help rural people stay in villages and use
the rural potentials so that they will not be added to the
unemployed population of the province. This issue is one
of the problems that landlords create in the district, which
is not negligible.
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5. Conclusion

The development of the cash-rent farming system is
one of the serious problems that the agricultural areas of
Kermanshah province face at the moment. Among vari-
ous parts of Kermanshah province, Mahidasht district
has been noticed by immigrants looking for agricultural
lands because of its resources like abundant water and
fertile soil. Thus, the present research addresses the fol-
lowing main questions: “What are the consequences of
continuing the process of cash-rent farming development
for Mahidasht district? And “which perspective will be
confirmed, Marshallian or Cheongian? Generally, the re-
sults showed that the development of the cash-rent farm-
ing phenomenon has two groups of consequences in the
studied district: environmental and sociocultural conse-
quences. The environmental and sociocultural problems
include: changes in the soil structure and pattern, changes
in the quality and quantity of water sources, incidence
of plant pests and diseases and increase in the migration
from rural areas to towns, social difficulties in rural areas
and increase in the legal implications between landlord
and tenant. Finally, it should be noted that our findings
support the Marshallian perspective.
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