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The impact of national and ethnic identity on political attitudes
(Case-study: citizens of Khoy city)
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Analyzing citizen’s political attitude is an important issue in all countries.
The purpose of this study is to investigate the effect of national and ethnic
identities on the political attitudes of individuals. The statistical population
of this research is Khoy city in West Azarbaijan province, which was studied
by 398 inhabitants of this city by quota sampling method. The results of the
research show that, firstly, according to the Mead views, there is a difference
between national identity and ethnic identities, not contradictions, but rather
a positive relationship, each of which goes up by reinforcing another's
identity. Secondly, although these two types of identities are well-matched,
their effects on the political attitudes of citizens are different. In this regard,
the findings suggest that while increasing national identity tends to bring
citizens closer to fundamentalism, ethnic identity reinforces the likelihood of
individuals turning into reformist political groups in the community.
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