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Abstract

A new ‘political philosophy’ is indispensable to the ‘post-Corona world,’
and this paper tries to analyze the future of ‘liberal democracy’ in it. It
shows that ‘liberal democracy’ faces a ‘global crisis’ that has begun before,
but the ‘novel Coronavirus pandemic,” as a setback for it, strongly
encourages that crisis. ‘Liberalism’ and ‘democracy,” which had long been
assumed by ‘political philosophers’ to go together, are now becoming
decoupled, and the ‘liberal values’ of ‘democracy’ are eroding. To find why
and how, this paper analyzes ‘authoritarianism,” ‘totalitarianism,” and the
evils and propensities of ‘democracy’ that bring about further erosions of
‘liberal values.” There may be difficult trade-offs to be made between
‘liberal’ and ‘authoritarian’ ‘values’ - and, after the experience of
‘Coronavirus,” this paper shows the ‘illiberal or authoritarian democracy’
may become stronger.
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For almost a century in West, ‘democracy’ has meant ‘liberal democracy’-a
political system marked not only by ‘free and fair elections,” but also by liberal
values.” ‘Liberalism’ applied to the problem of the limits of the criminal law would
require commitment to the presumption in favor of ‘liberty.” If the word ‘liberal’
is to have any utility in this context, it should refer to one who has so powerful a
commitment to ‘liberty’ that she is motivated to limit the number of
acknowledged liberty-limiting or coercion-legitimizing principles as narrowly as
possible. So, she only believes in ‘harm-principle’ as the morally relevant reason
for criminal prohibitions. ‘Offense principle’ and ‘paternalistic’ and ‘moralistic’
considerations, when introduced as support for penal legislation, have no weight
at all. So, it means ‘autonomy’ and ‘self-regarding vs. other-regarding actions
distinction’ based on which the human is the owner of her mind and body and
everything consenting adults do is beyond the realm of morality and law. It leads
to ‘individual’ ‘basic rights and liberties” such as ‘basic rights and liberties’ of
‘speech,” ‘religion,” and ‘property” and ‘collective’ ‘basic rights and liberties’ such
as ‘basic rights and liberties of assembly,” ‘civil society,” ‘political pluralism,
‘democratic institutions,” and ‘non-governmental organizations.” ‘Liberalism’ also
believes in ‘equality of conditions, ‘equal and free participatory rights in political
decision making,” and ‘collective self-governance.” It also believes in the ‘rule of
law,” a ‘separation of powers,” and ‘checks and balances.” However, even under
fair and free elections, the elected leaders can be ‘populists,” ‘ultra-nationalists,’
‘racists,” ‘fascists,” and ‘authoritarians’ who do not respect ‘inviolable basic rights
and liberties,” and suppress ‘minorities.” Democratically elected leaders can
routinely ignore constitutional limits on their power and deprive their citizens of
‘basic rights and liberties.” The two strands of ‘liberal democracy’ have been
coming apart in the world, and the ‘liberal’ elements of ‘democracy’ have been
fraying and eroding even before the ‘novel Coronavirus pandemic.” Even before
the Coronavirus hit, there was already much discussion of a crisis of liberal
democracy.” In particular, there has been a debate about whether liberalism’ and
‘democracy,” which had long been assumed to go together, were becoming
decoupled. This paper shows ‘liberal democracy’ faces a ‘global crisis’ that had
begun before the ‘novel Coronavirus pandemic.” It also analyzes
‘authoritarianism,” ‘totalitarianism,” ‘liberalism,” and ‘democracy’ and shows that
Covid-19 is a setback for liberal democracy.” What is striking about the current
moment is that many of the ‘liberal” elements of ‘democracy’ are so far holding
up under immense pressure. ‘Illiberal democracies’ seemed to be emerging in
many countries. This model of ‘lliberal democracy,” in which elections continue
to be held but some individual rights and liberties are curtailed, may emerge
stronger from this new crisis. In that sense, the ‘pandemic’ may become a
challenge not only to ‘democracy’ as such but also to liberal democracy’ in
particular — in other words, a system of popular sovereignty together with
guaranteed basic rights, such as freedom of association and expression and
checks and balances on executive power. ‘Authoritarian’ procedures may succeed
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in mitigating the spread of the ‘Coronavirus,” but the world now faces another
problem: that when the virus recedes, many ‘liberal democracies’ will be far less
‘liberal’ or ‘democratic’ than they were before. In times of crisis, ‘liberal values’
have been ignored temporarily in the name of executive power. However, the
‘temporary’ can become ‘permanent.” In addition, if citizens lose their faith in the
legitimacy of ‘liberal democracy’ as the best form of government, and think
‘liberal democracy’ cannot function effectively during a crisis, and ‘authoritarian
regimes’ manage the crisis more decisively, the world will slide towards ‘lliberal
or authoritarian democracy,” and many ‘liberal democracies’ will be at grave risk
of failure. There may now be difficult trade-offs to be made between those basic
rights and security - and, after the experience of Covid-19, many citizens may
choose security
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