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1-  European Court of Human Rights ,Dogan and others v. Turkey, judgmentof 29
June 2004.
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Inter-American Court of HumanRights, Mayagna (Sumo) AwasTingni
Community v. Nicaragua ,judgment of 31 August 2001 .

African Commission on Humanand Peoples’ Rights, Social andEconomic
Rights Action Center v .Nigeria, report of 27 May 2002.

Paragraphs 36-37, UN HighCommissioner for Human Rights ,(Y++°) The
OHCHR plan of action :protection and empowerment.

Norwegian Agency for Development Cooperation, NORAD (2001) Handbook
in Human Rights Assessment, State Obligations and
Empowerment,http://www.norad.no/files/Handbook. pdf (last consulted: 25
November 2007)

International Centre for Human Rights andDemocratic Development (Rights &
Democracy) (Y++Y) Human Rights Impact Assessmentfor Foreign Investment
Projects: Learning fromCommunity Experiences in the Philippines, Tibet ,the
Democratic republic of Congo, Argentina andPeru, Canada. Also available
online at wwwdd.rd.ca.P26

International Centre for Human Rights andDemocratic Development (Rights &
Democracy) (Y++V) Human Rights Impact Assessmentfor Foreign Investment
Projects: Learning fromCommunity Experiences in the Philippines, Tibet ,the
Democratic republic of Congo, Argentina andPeru, Canada. Also available
online at wwwdd.rd.ca.P26.

For a descriptive overview of tools, approaches and case studies, see
www.humanrightsimpact.org.

Maps of human rights progress indicators arise mainly from monitoring
exercises carried out by intergovernmentalagencies and international NGOs
(Freedom House, USA or Amnesty International) A relevant example is the
Map of progress by the Inter-American Institute of Human Rights
www.iidh.ed.cr
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A Study of the Methodological Challenges of
Localizing Human Rights

Hajar Azari*
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Abstract

For many years, the international community has focused on the globalization of human
rights rather than the rights of local people. But given the limited impact of international law
at domestic law in countries with different cultural and religious backgrounds, the emphasis
nowadays is on the necessity of localization of human rights. The challenge between national
and international laws has been controversial, which in fact challenges the implementation of
international human rights law at domestic level. However human rights can be localized
through redefining and reinterpreting existing global norms in line with the needs of
individuals themselves at very local level, and further contribute to develop human rights, at
international level. This also affects the function of international rights bodies, such as
UNHCR, human rights Rapporteur, and so on. This research, by using a descriptive and
analytical method, investigates how exactly the human rights abuses, at local level, should be
considered global? And how are different forms of human rights abuses, at the national and
local levels, affecting the universal norms of human rights? The study also explains why
people's participation is necessary in the process of localizing human rights, especially when
decisions are taken at very global levels that are far from accessible to the people affected by
them. To do this, first, a different conceptual framework for the localization of human rights,
which is accepted to the international community, is elucidated. By applying this approach,
along with using the methods that show the human rights needs of local people, tries to adopt
a "bottom-up" approach, and analyze the possibility of producing local human rights in the
international context. The findings suggest that localizing human rights, and adopting the
aforementioned approach, can provide an appropriate framework for a more effective
interaction between international human rights law and the realization of human rights at the
local level. It helps to redefine and reflect the needs of local people with different cultural,
religious and social norms, and, on the other hand, can provide an appropriate opportunity for
individuals at local level to claim their rights in accordance with international standards.

Keywords: Localization; Human Rights; International Organizations; Local Institutions.
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