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Abstract

Through uncovering the underlying elements of language, this research aims
to reveal the hidden layers of meaning in press texts in the framework of a
critical discourse analysis. Having used socio-semantic features of Van
L eeuwen's mode (1996), this paper has studied, qualitatively, 40 issues of four
Iranian Persian publications for a period of two months, from July 22 to
September 21, 2011. These publications were 'E'temad’, 'Sharq', Resalat' and
Keyhan. The analyses included recognizing discursive structures in the texts,
determining the linguistic realizations of structures, and explaining along with
uncovering the hidden layers of meaning and the ideology behind the texts.
The research results out of the data analysis indicate that the ideology
dominating the minds of writers and groups is reflected in the texts using
discursive features as exclusion, activation, passivation, personalization and
imper sonalization. Exclusion has been the most frequently used feature in
'E'temad and 'Sharq', whereas activation has had the highest frequency of
occurrences in 'Resalat’ and 'Keyhan'. The discursive structures take place
using linguisgtic instruments like pre-modifiers, active vs. passive structures,
coordination and circumstantials, in the texts. Besides, the relationship
between discursive structures and ideology is dialectal, which can be
determined by studying these structuresin thetexts and social institutions.
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1. Introduction

Critica discourse anadysis is a new
approach in the field of discourse analysis,
which explores and uncovers ideology and
hidden power relations in texts. Whereas in
discourse analysis the context, including
immediate environment, the speaker's
intention, background knowledge, etc., is
deemed as the bass for the analyss,
critical discourse analysis encompasses
concepts such as ideology and power
relationsinthe analysis.

Accordingly, the context in CDA is
expanded to include the historical, cultural,
social and political relationships to make
the analysis go beyond mere description
level to explanation level. This approach
holds the idea that texts are not
ideologically neutral, but rather, they
highlight events from an exceptional
perspective. In other words, we can get
hold of the prevailing ideologies in the
texts. In this approach, language and
discourse are expected to have levels and
layers. Language and discourse at
underlying levels are laden with ideology,
power relations and dominance, and at
surface levels, with discursive features and
structures. One of the goals of the

discursive structures is the representation
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of socia actors. Social actors are all those
participants that are involved in adiscourse
and represented differently in discourse
with the facilitation of the socio-semantic
features. Applying Van Leeuwen's model
(1996) to analyze the press texts, this paper
ams to show how writers use socio-
semantic features to represent social actors
in a way they intend to. Thus, the goal of
this study is to indicate that the ideas,
thoughts and ideologies of writers and text
producers are injected to readers through
particular use of language so that the
thoughts and ideol ogies are presumed to be
natural. These ideologies can be uncovered
and demystified by methods practiced in
critical discourse analysis. Accordingly,
the present study is to seek answers to
three questions: 1) How are the ideologies
resdent in the minds of writers,
intellectuals and groups reflected in texts?
2) How is the linguistic realization of the
discursive structures performed in the
given texts? 3) How can we explain the
relationship  between the discursive
features and ideology and hidden power
relations in these texts?

Answering the questions above is,
indeed, in line with discovering the

relationship between linguistic features, on
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one hand, and socio-semantic features, on
the other hand. These features are
employed to inspire thoughts and
ideologies behind the texts, since what
makes the text and makes it to be
understood is not the sheer description of
linguistic codes and linguistic meanings.
Rather, the ideological factors and writers
attitudes and perceptions hidden in the
texts are considered as working factors in
producing and understanding texts
(Aghagolzadeh and Ghiasian, 2007). As
given by Kress (1985), the aim of critical
linguistics is not necessarily uncovering
the complicated and cryptic meanings in
the texts, but is disambiguating and
demystifying  the  production  and
perception processes to empower the
analyzers to perceive the ideology
functioning in language and introduce it to
others. Many of the critical studies and
their methods are problem-based, and
focus on hot issues such as feminism, anti-
Semitism and so forth, which are indicative
of the problems faced by critical discourse
researchers, because the problems they
emphasize are generally referred to as the
"taboo" by the society (Wodak and Meyer,
2009).

The discourse analysis has passed two

31

different pathways during its historica
evolution. One rooted in linguistics and the
other rooted in socio-political philosophy.
Evolution of discourse analysisin the field
of linguistics can be studied in three stages
of  structuralist  discourse  analysis
(discourse as language beyond the sentence
level), functionalist discourse analysis
(Discourse as language in use), and critical
discourse analysis. Soltani (2005) noted a
common point for all the three approaches
of structuralist, functionalist and critical
discourse analyses, that in each approach,
language is bigger than discourse and
discourse is something that happens inside
the language and is dependent on language.
Discourse analysis in the humanities and
socia sciences, unlike in linguistics, have
evolved into another way. According to
Fairclough (1972, quoted by Jorgenson and
Phillips, 2002), discourse is larger than
language and not only the language but
also many other socia phenomena are
affected by its influences. In fact, nothing
has identity but acquires its identity from
the discourse in which it happens.
Although Van Leeuwen's theory gives
priority to socia functions, it has still root
in language because the representation

methods of social actors are tied with
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linguistic realizations. Only in this theory,
the priority is set for socio —semantic
features.

The concept of ‘ideology' has an
exceptional significance in the study of
critical discourse analysis and, like on
discourse, there is not much consensus on
its application. In linguistics, ideology
refers to "a set of systematic beliefs,
perceptions, and values that are al
encompassing in a society or part of a
society" (Yarmohammadi, 2004: 100).
Irrespective of their harmonizing social
function, ideologies are the menta
representations, which dominate ideas,
beliefs, attitudes and knowledge of the
dominated group members and the general
audience, that is, they prescribe what
position people should adopt. Gramsci
(quoting from Fairclough, 1989) sees
ideology as an implicit philosophy that is
inherent in all practical activities of both
individual and social lives such as arts and
economy, is in background, and is taken
for granted. Such a perception of ideology
makes it relevant to ‘common sense’. An
important characteristic of a discursive-
ideological formulation is its ability in
Through
naturalization, these ideologies may be

'naturalizing' ideologies.
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perceived as common sense and,

consequently, the ideologies and
naturalized acts may become as part of
basic common knowledge and may be
activated in interactions.

"Discursive  structures  are  those
structures whose presence or absence and
their being changed and transformed in the
utterances or texts would create different
interpretations of the utterances and texts,
ideas are expressed implicitly and
ambiguously or explicitly, or part of an
utterance or a text is foregrounded and
backgrounded"
(Yarmohammadi, 2004: 166). The

sentences of an ideological text are of two

another part is

types: 1) discursive sentences, which bear
the writer's intentions, and 2) non-
discursive sentences, in which a specid
form of grammar is used unintentionally.
Thus, it is the duty of the text analyzer to
be able to, based on the subject and the
writer's intentions, decide whether a given
sentence is discursive or not. For example,
if a writer intends to underestimate an
event, he/she may decide to use the socio-
semantic feature 'exclusion' (deletion of
agent, e.g., via a passive sentence). In this
way, he/she has actually concealed his/her

intention behind such a structure. In other
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words, via the feature 'exclusion’, the
writer has depicted the event as static and
has sent it to the background part of the

reader's mind in order to underestimate it.

2. Method

2.1. Sample

The data for this study were selected from
the editorials and daily notes of Iranian
Persian publications of a two-months
period, from July 22 to September 21,
2011, comprising 40 texts from four
newspapers of "Resaat", "E'temad’,
"Sharg" and "Keyhan" (10 texts for each).
The texts are as follows:

From “E'temad” Newspaper:

The daily notes of numbers 2220 (two
texts, ) (August 41), 2227 (August 12"),
2230 (August 161, 2251 (September 131),
2253 (September 15M), 2254 (September
16M), 2257 (September 20M), 2258
(September 21%) and 2267 (September
319).

From “Resalat” Newspaper:

Editorials of Numbers 7620 (August 3'9),
7623 (August 6"), 7626 (August 10%M),
7634 (August 19"), 7635 (August 20t),
7637 (August 239, 7639 (August 25M),
7647 (September 51 7650 (July 7t) and
7661 (September 23'9).

From” Sharq” newspaper:

Editorials of Numbers 1302 (August, 3%,
1305 (August 6%), 1309 (August 10%),
1314 (August 17, 1317 (August 20™M),
1322 (August 26%), 1326 (September 19),
1335 (14%) 1346 (September 27%) and
1350 (September 31).

From Keyhan Newspaper:

Daily notes of numbers 19980 (July 1%),
19,987 (August, 9), 19990 (August 12h),
19997 (August 20t), 20000 (August 24th),
20004 (August 29t), 20008 (September
3d), 20010 (September 6%), 20017 (August
16%) and 20021 (September 21%).

2.2.Procedur es and Data Collection

Similar to all other researches in critical
discourse analysis, the sampling for this
study was purposeful, that is to say, the
analyzed texts were not randomly selected,
and the data are targeted and coordinated
toward research purposes. This study, also,
adopted the chain sampling, i.e, the
researcher inquired experts on the selection
of texts, on which most of the experts
consented and confirmed the value of the
anaysis of the given texts. Additionally,
the qualitative methods were used for the
analysis of the texts because the text

anaysis is qualitative in nature, and
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characteristically heuristic. One of the
ways in a qualitative analysisis to consider
a framework or a theory within a specific
model that enjoys having a set of
principles. Critical discourse analysisis not
a consistent approach and a technique that
is acceptable to everyone, but rather,
methodologically, it is a compilation of
different methods. Nevertheless, the most
common point of al these methods is their
being critical. The model of analysisin this
study is the Van Leeuwen's socio-semantic
model (1996). Considering the purpose of
the study, the quantitative analysis and
statitical calculation are not targeted. For
the analysis of the data in the present
paper, first, each text was carefully and
thoroughly read, and, based on Van
Leeuwen's socio-semantic model (1996),
the discursive features were extracted,
analyzed and explained, then, the linguistic
realization of the discursive features, if
any, were determined in the texts. Finally,
the hidden thoughts and dominant
ideologies behind the texts were
uncovered. Besides, for more confidencein
the accuracy of the obtained analytical
results, two kinds of rate reliabilities have
been conducted and the results were
desirable. They are: 1) inter rate reliability,

Intl. J. Humanities (2015) Vol. 22 (1)

and 2) intrarate reliability.

2.3. Theoretical Framework

The theoretical pattern applied for the
anaysis of the data in this study is Van
Leeuwen's socio-semantic model (1996).
According to Fairclough (1989: 17-22)
discourse is "language as social practice."
In addition, as Van Leeuwen (1993)
himself putsit, all the activities that people
do on daily basis with different values of
freedom, which are manifested by the
common law or overt prescription, or a
combination of both, are regarded as social
practices.

The most important elements of a socia
practice are a) the participants in the social
practice (socia actors), b) the activities
that the participants are involved in
(action), and c) the activities that
participants  show  towards  other
participants or other actions (reaction)
(ibid). The present study is concerned with
the ways social actors are represented.
Unlike the common practices in critica
discourse analysis that hold the linguistic
instruments such as nominalization, subject
deletion in passives and linguistic issues
such as ‘transitivity' (Hodge and Kress,
1979; Fairclough, 1989; Van Dijk, 1989;
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Wodak, 1995; Van Dijk, 2002; Wodak and
Chilton, 2005; Wodak and Mayer, 2009),
Van Leeuwen begins his analysis with
socio-semantic features that are involved in
the representation of socia actors. In an
article entitled "The representation of
social actors’, Van Leeuwen, putting
forward a list of methods of representing
social actors and defining and explaining
each of them, argued that studying the
socio-semantic features of the discourse
would vyield to a deeper and more
comprehensive understanding of the text
than the linguistic features alone. In his
view, these features are more effective in
showing the underlying layers of the text.
Indeed, Van Leeuwen believes that in
critical discourse analysis, the discursive
justification of the presence or absence of
socio-semantic features should first be
determined, then, the linguistic realization
of them in text or utterance should be
Specified.

The foremost reason that Van Leeuwen
prioritized the socio-semantic features over
the linguistic features is that linguistic
actors and social actors do not aways
correspond. For example, in the phrase
‘The first foreign journalist who was

murdered by the Taliban while capturing

35

Kabul ... ', 'The first foreign journalist' is
the subject of the sentence linguistically,
but is, sociologicaly, the patient of the
action and the real agent is " Taliban". Due
to the lack of one to one correspondence
between sociological and linguistic
elements, if we only rely on linguistic tools
in agency representation, many cases of the
agency issues will be ignored. That is why
Van Leeuwen primarily focuses on socio-
semantic features, and then, emphasizes
their linguistic realizations. Another reason
can be the fact that the meaning and
purpose have roots in the speakers' culture

and not in their language.

3. Data Analysis

This section deals with the methods of
representation of socia actors via
extracting socio-semantic features from the
texts, accompanied by determination of
their linguistic realizations, as well as their
analyses and interpretations. In the second
part of the section, four texts have been
selected for which attempts have been
made to explore the ideologies hidden
behind the texts.
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31 Socio-Semantic Features, their
Linguistic Realizations and
Interpretations

The socio-semantic features are in different
types and have many sub-categories that
do not fit to be presented in this paper and
the only items that are related to the
research questions and the goal of the
research are uncovered, reviewed and

introduced in the literature:

3.1.1. Exclusion and Inclusion

In this approach, the presence (inclusion)
or absence (exclusion) of participants in
social activities and their realizations in
language has different forms. Sometimes a
social actor is excluded in a discourse due
to various reasons and motivations.
Excluson is fulfilled in two ways:
suppression and  backgrounding. In
suppression, exclusion is performed so that
the recognition of the actor may not be
possible and even his behavior and action
is eliminated, but in backgrounding, the
social actor is excluded, but leaves some
traces on other points that can be retrieved.
In fact, in backgrounding, the actor is not
excluded, but marginalized and care is
taken from him. Suppression and

backgrounding examples can be seen in the

36

Intl. J. Humanities (2015) Vol. 22 (1)

following examples:

1 /mamn dag ?in yadda&t dsa bareye
ganuni budaen ya nasbudame ka r baehs
nemikonaam .../

(In this note, | do not discuss on legality or
illegality of thisaction ...) (Suppression)
Actors who legalized the exclusion and
disqualifications of candidates have been
excluded. The author does not introduce
the agents intentionally.

LR (linguistic realization): the use of
auxiliary verbs rather than causative verbs
(/ganuni budaa/ 'to be legal' rather than
/qanoni keerdaa/ 'to legalize')

2. /heaméenin hax ?entexabati be
nesbadi ke daraye mahdudysst deer
?azadiye bagyan ya.../

(Also, every election to the extent at
which it has limitations on freedom of
speech, or ...) (Exclusion)

Here the actor exclusion (those who
limit the freedom of expression) has
occurred and suppression has been done.
Here, suppression has been done because
the role of action isimportant. Also by this,
the author evades his responsibility to
introduce the agents.

LR: nominalization (using nouns instead
of verbs, i.e, /mahdudied/ ‘limitation’
instead of /maehdud keardaan/ 'limit’)
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3. /.. ba

resane?iye geab dsg iran vee xarg ez

sabazane  ?aateSe
magz-haye iran baerxord Sseved .../

(... The west media army in Iran and
outside Iran must be dealt with ...)
(backgrounding).

Here, the agent of action "to deal" is
excluded intentionally and for some
reasons the author does not intend to state
the agents of this action directly, but
introduces them in another point in the text
indirectly. The author's intention is
'dealing with' on the part of judiciary,
Isamic parties and groups, and
ingtitutions in charge of security. So here,
exclusion of the social actor isdiscursive.

L R: omission of agent in passive clause

4. /raesane-haye dowladi bsana bay
feevaliade taRRrif Sodeye xod Pomomamn
mas?muriyade tesblige .../

(According to their defined activities,
governmental media generally have the
mission to propagandize ...) (Exclusion)
Who defined these activities? The activities
that are defined for governmental media
are not desirable to the writer, so he
indirectly criticizes the action, but
suppresses the agents of the action and
does not take the responsibility to
introduce them.

37

LR: manifestation of the process as
adjective (/taerif Sode/ 'defined’).

5. /nemune-haye  mokaaragi ke
ruzname-haravadar kagdsand .../
(Frequent instances in which newspapers
were forced ...) (Backgrounding)
According to the contextual information
given in the text, we can understand that
the intention was executive agencies that
forced and the author avoids expressing it
directly for some reasons, thus showing it
in the manner of backgrounding.

LR: omission of agent in a pseudo-passive
clause

In other cases, socia actors are explicitly
stated in the discourses. The representation
of social actors in such away has different
manners, some of which are mentioned
below:

3.1.2. Role Allocation

The issue of role allocation in Van
Leeuwen's model is related to active or
passive roles that are given to social actors
and include al activities that the actors
take part in. Since the roles of socia actors
are not necessarily the same as the
grammatical and linguistic roles of the
actors, the relations between those who are
active and passive can be redefined in

social relationships.


https://eijh.modares.ac.ir/article-27-5389-en.html

Downloaded from eijh.modares.ac.ir at 11:52 IRDT on Monday August 31st 2020

The Relationship between Discursive Structuresand...

Roles devoted to actors in the
representation, i.e., determining the agent
or the patient of the action in discourse
analysisis very important. This role-giving
is performed in two ways of activation and
passivation. In activation, the social actor
is introduced as an active, dynamic, and
influential force, and in passivation, the
actor is suffered by the effect of an action
and is represented in a way that as if it
either accepts it or takes it to itself.
Passivation is performed in two ways of
subjection and beneficialization. In the
first method, the actor is taken as the goal
of the action, and in the second method,
the actor is the indirect recipient of the
action result. The following examples are

samples of these two modes of actor

representation:

3.1.2.1. Activation

6. /be xater darsan ke cand bar
vozaraye dowlagt-haye piSin  dax

jodeesate bearaesiye
Paamadksgde dastgah-haye xod  be

parleman  dax

ruznameye dowladiye iran vee ?irna
?e?teraz kexdaand .../

(I remember the ministers of former
governments protested several times
against the state-run newspapers Iran and
IRNA in the investigation of their

38
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performance in parliamentary meetings...)

LR: actor as the subject in the active
clause

7. /qodrade siyas ¢and vagh daraed,
yek vaghe an hemaysgte meerdom “aez
saxtare siyasi aest/

(Political power has several aspects; one of
them is people’s support)"People" is
represented as the subject and agent of the
action “ to support” .

LR: using pre-modifier

8. /...

morede lagn o nefrin gagar gereftaand vee

barha ?az suye maxrdom

Senasayi Sodaand/

(... They were cursed and identified by
people several times)

L R: circumstantial via prepositional phrase
2.1.2.2. Passivation

0. I'movazikari' ba haadeffe ?exlal dsg
?egtedare  beynolmeladi  vee daxeliye
nezame ?eslami, ke dowr zaadaane vozeera
deg Caaxeye ?Pumure jari vee ?extesasiye
vezarsgdxane-ha..../

(Parallelization’ with the intention to
violate the international and domestic
authority of the Islamic system, which
passing ministers in the current and
specia cycle of ministries affairs ...)

L R: actor in the position of explicit object

of active clause
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10. /Ssehadage xasbearnegare ?irani
baztabe gostaade/i daa sathe jachan dast/
(Iranian reporter's martyrdom had
widely worldwide reflection.)
LR: use of pre-modifier

11. /be hax nesbadi ke mardome
jame?e Yz dayereye “entexab
Ssevamndegan xarg) Ssevaend, be haman
nesbad .../

(The more people in society ... get out of
the circle of those being selected, the same
ratio ...)

L R: actor in the subject position of passive
clause

12.  /?u be haamrahe ...

leendaan ra ?adeyhe mellagt vae ?engelab

?otage fekre

vae ?eslam taghiz mikeadaand./

(He, dong with ... was equipping London
meditation room against the nation, the
revolution, and Ilam.)

LR: circumstantial via prepositional phrase
3.1.3. Reference Allocation

In any discourse, human or nonhuman
characteristics can be given to socia
actors. If the actor is represented as human
and is reflected by the use of proper names,
personal pronouns, etc. in language, it is
put in the category of personalization, and

if it is represented in the form of

39

nonhuman, it is put in the category of
impersonalization.

3.1.3.1. Personalization Methods
Personalization has some subcategories,
some of which are briefly mentioned
below:
31311

| ndetermination

Determination and

In the representation of socia actors, if
their identity becomes clear in some ways,
determination method is used and when the
actors are represented in the form of
unclear and unknown individuas or
groups, indetermination method is used.
The use of indefinite articles, adjectives
and pronouns and the like such as
everyone, few, some, such and such, a
student, etc., either alone or together with
the names, are some ways of linguistic
realization of indetermination. Examples of
them include:

13.  /?u be haamrahe baar xi gadaem be
mozdane ?sgnasebi ke ruzegari de
medbu?ate keSvagr Qadaam mizagdaand
‘?otage fekre laandaen ra ?ad eyhe mellag vee
engelab vae ?eslam taghiz miksardaand./
(He, along with some foreign mercenary
writers who once were writing in the

domestic press, was equipping London
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meditation room against the nation, the
revolution, and Islam.)

The author sees no need to introduce
specific subjects although some readers
may know them. In fact, their action which
iswriting for the enemy against the people
and the system is important, not the
individuals themselves. Therefore, they are
represented in this way.

L R: use of indefinite adjective

14. /Sayad edd?i heezf vee ragdde
sdahiage baarxi ?adfrad ra mostamaad be
ganon bedanaand./

(Some may consider exclusion and
disqualification of some individuals
according to law.)

LR: the use of indefinite pronoun (some)
and indefinite adjective (some individuals)
3.1.3.1.2. Determination Methods

a) Association

Association is the way in which social
actors who have the same opinion about
and take the same position toward a
particular activity or approach are
represented integrated and in the form of a
group. In the corpus of this study, two
linguistic methods have been used for this
feature like examples 15 and 16:

15. /fegeg “Panhayi ke kareSan be

rosvayi keSid namnge peamahsandegi be

40
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biganegan ra pezirofteend vee raesmam
jireye geezayie xod ra be dolar veeyoro daar
?amrika vae ?0r opa migiraand./

(Only those who became scandalized
accepted the disgrace of becoming
refugees to foreigners and formally take
their dollars and Euros in the U.S. and
Europe.)

America and Europe have the enmity with
our nation and the revolution in common.
Thus, they have been associated.

L R: use of coordination

16.  /?u be haamrahe baarxi gadaem be
mozdane ?agnabi ke ruzegari dex
medbu?ate keSvagr Qadaam mizaadaand
‘?otage fekre laandaen ra ?ad eyhe mellag vee
?engelab vaeedam taghiz mikeadaand./
(He, along with some foreign mercenary
writers who once were writing in the
domestic press, was equipping London
meditation room against the nation, the
revolution, and Islam.)

These people have consensus statement to
support London and the West against the
nation and the revolution.

LR: use of accompaniment circumstantial
(/be haamrahe/ 'along with')

b) Differentiation

In differentiation method, a social actor or

a group of social actors are obviously
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distinguished from other similar groups. In
other words, the groups of 'self' and 'other’
are formed, or differentiation occurs
between 'us and 'them'.

17.  [?anha daz rahe taeblige marksism
vae amuze-haye qaerb ?azadane be ?eslam
vaeqor?an ?ehanad vae?an ra naamadi Yaez
azadyie madbu?at vee ?azadyie bagyan
tedaggi mikesgrdeand vee ?Ysgyex maerdom
vee nezam dsg bagabsge ?anha

mi?istadeend  jomhurie  ?edami  ra
motachean  be naxjze hogoge basSer
minemudaand./

(To propagandize Marxism and the
trainings of the West, they openly insulted
Islam and the Quran and considered it as a
symbol of freedom of the press and
freedom of expression, and if the system
and people opposed them, they would
accuse The Idamic Republic of human
rights violations.)

Obviously, differentiation is made between
'the East (Marxism) and the West', that are
introduced as the enemy of the system and
the nation throughout the text, on one
hand, and 'people and system' on the other
hand. The whole text can be seen as a set
of 'selff and ‘'other' features and
representations. A kind of demarcation

between 'us (people and system) and
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‘them’ (enemy) is formed.

In the studied text, the 'differentiation’
feature did not have a formal linguistic
representation, but it has been performed
semantically.

3.1.3.2. Impersonalization M ethods

As was pointed out, in impersonalization
social actors are represented with
nonhuman characteristics.
Impersonalization has two subcategories of
abstraction and obj ectivation:

In abstraction, an actor is replaced by a
characteristic of its own, the actor is
represented in this mode, and this
representation is reflected through abstract
nouns in language. Abstraction is used for
the purpose of degrading individuals and
groups to the extent of the object. Notice
two examples of this method:

18. [Pentexabate xub vee kamed,
?entexabati ?eest ke ?emkane moSar ekegte
haameye Sashrvaandane jame?e ra fagahaam
konaad veekaesi ra ?aez gaadunye xod Xxarej
naskonaad./

(A good, perfect election is an election in
which the possibility of participation for
al citizens of the community is provided

and no oneis excluded.)
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The actors (citizens) action
(participation) has been objectified, is
important and is represented as an actor.
19. /?in xad 0 masSy dag ?aamad be
Peabiyate
peerxasgeri vee baglzan geyre ?axlagi
kaheS miyaft./

(In practice, this policy led to conditionsin

Sogayeti  ?Pamjamid ke

which aggressve and, sometimes,
unethical literature would decline.)
Aggression is a characteristic that is
represented in the role of the actor.
Objectivity is used for different goals:
sometimes to authorize people and
sometimes to evade the main actor's
responsibility. Objectivity has various
types including:

Spatialization in which the representation
of the social actor occurs with the help of a
location (e.g. a country’s name), a place
where is associated with the actor in a
specific context, such as:

20.  [teye ¢and daeheye gozesste, daeh-
ha porozeye ?este?mari ... vae masxsosan
porozehaye porhsezineye ?amrika vee
mottaehedanasS teye 32 sale gozaste, ez
jomleye ?anhast .../

(Over the past few decades, dozens of
colonial projects ... and especialy costly

projects of America and its alies during
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the past 32 yearsis one of them ...)
America is represented instead of
American government and politicians.

I nstrumentalization in which
representation is performed with the help
of referencing atool. Such as:

21. /?anha ?aamdan qadeeme
xod ra be dorog, tohmead, ?ehansd vee
teesSviSe Paezhan m?ialudaand .../

(They deliberately contaminated their pens
to lie, dander, insult, or agitate minds ...)
The tool used by the agent is represented
instead of the agent itself. In this way, the
agent is backgrounded.

Utterance  autonomization is  the
representation with the help of referring to
actors' sayings and writings. Such as:

22. /be xater darsan deax yeki ‘ez
jodeesate ma?’mul ke ba saxdabirane
ruzname-ha dastsam, gozareS ?aaze Sod
ke haki ?az nesbade maglkuse teexad of ate
deestgah-haye? grayi vae mizane ?azadyie
madbu~?at bud./

(I remember that in one of the regular
meetings | had with the newspaper editors,
a report was presented indicating an
inverse ratio of executive agencies
violations and the press freedom.)

Finally, in somatization, objectivation is
performed with the help of referring to part
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of the body of the social actor and thusit is
represented. Such as.

23. [?anha Ssbgofte-haye bibisi vee
radiyo ?amrika ra deg ruz deg raesane-ha
tekrar mikaardaend vee vegti daesteSan ru
Sod magbur Sodsand be ?otage faamane
xod deg gsgb bsagsadsand vee hsaman
?abatil ra ?e mamnbale ?aslie Pan
montaeSer konaand./

(They repeated what BBC and U.S. radio
said at night in the media during the day
and when their intention was revealed, they
were forced to return to their control room
in the West and broadcast the same refuses
from the source.)

People's organs are represented as
responsible and as an actor. This method
puts the actor in the margin and
background.

3.1.4. TypeAllocation

Type alocation of the social actor, like
their reference allocation and function, is
one of the determinants of the how of their
representation. Actors can be represented
in the form of either genericization or
specification. 'Genera' is a reality
obtained by categorization of some
'specific's, and 'specific' is areality that we
comprehend  with  our  immediate

experience. Representing social actors as
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general (common) or specific (proper) is
discursve. A notable point is that,
sociologists believe there is a direct
relationship between these two socio-
semantic features and social classes.
According to Bourdieu (1986), in the
discourse of the working class, there is
more specification and in the discourse of
the ruling class, there is more
genericization. As Virginia Wolf puts it,
"general ideas are always generals ideas’,
because the world of newspapers is not the
world of people, who are dominated, but
the world of rulers and generals. Van
Leeuwen (1996) has described this
difference in representation in the
newspapers supportive of different social
classes and political parties: in the middle-
class newspapers such as Sydney Morning
Herald, specification techniques have been
used to refer to politicians, elites, and
experts and to refer to ordinary people,
specification techniques have been used.
On the other hand, in exclusive working
class newspapers such as the Daily
Telegraph, the representation method is
vice versa: ordinary people are specified,
and politicians and elites are generalized
(Yarmohammadi, 2007).
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'‘Genericization' means representation of
actors as general individuals or classes like
people, enemies, villains, folk, women,
men, Kkids, youth, readers, writers,
administrators. Such as:

24.  Ivize nameye ... belafasde paess
Yaz ?PenteSar ba mowje gostearde?i ?axz
xasSme to?aan ba ?eteraze maerdom vee
magame~?e ?elmi veedini ruberu shod .../

(The specia edition ...

faced with a large wave of anger along

was immediately

with protest of people and scientific and
religious communities after the publication
)

People have been represented by
genericization. Genericization is a case
with no exception and all people are
included. Picturing people as a "whole"
against insults and threats of foreigners
and their domestic agents is intentional
and discursive.

LR: use of plural common noun

25. /gelad ?eez teehajome faarhaangiye
doSmaen vee nefuze ?anha daa faezaye
raesane?iye keSvaa ra yeki ?az zaf-haye
?assasi vee mohemtaain teehdide kelidi yad
keerdeand./

(... He mentioned the neglect of the
cultura invasion of the enemy and their

influence in the media area of the country
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as one of the major weaknesses and most
critical threat.)

'Enemy’ is represented as generic noun.
Everywhere in the text, the author
represents enemy in the form of
genericization in order to create an image
of "whole" against the nation and the
system.

LR: Assingular common noun
‘Specification’ has two subcategories.
individualization and  assimilation.
“Individualization" is when an actor is
represented as an individual, such as
Mohammad Reza Khan, Michael Ledeen,
he, she and Kenneth Timmerman. Such as:
26. [Pe Pan zaaman sdruze gedle
agaye saremi, ruze nsamadin  de
bozorgdaste zaurade ?azadiye maghbu?at
vee naxSe bibadile ruznamenegaran vee
xabaanegaran deg? in fagayaand ?aest./
(Since then, the anniversary of Mr.
Saremi’s murder is the symbolic day of
commemorating the importance of press
freedom and the unique role of journalists
and reportersin this process.)

The actor is named and represented as
individualization because the anniversary
of his execution is called the day of
journalism and he is the symbol of

independent reporters and journalists.
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L R: use of proper noun

27.  lyeki ?aez maes?ulane far haengiye
keSvaar negahe ?i%an ra teextaRe kaad vee
goft ‘teehgjomi’ daa kar nist .../

(One of the country's cultural officials
discredited his look and said there is no
‘invasion'...)

LR: use of singular indefinite noun
'‘Assimilation’ is the actors representation
as a group. Assimilation has also two
subcategories of  collectivation and
aggregation. In assimilation, if groups of
actors are shown by digits and numbers,
collectivation is used; otherwise, it is
aggregation. Note the following examples:
Collectivation: political groups, they, this
privileged group, ministers of the former
governments, Iranians. Such as:

28.  /da= tule zeaman goroh-haye siyasi
ba haam regabad mikonaand vee ?extel afate
‘?anan keam ya ziad Sode .../

(During the time, political groups
compete with each other and their disputes
become more or less ...)

L R: 'Collective noun' referring to a section
or agroup

29. [?anha da= rahe tadlige marksism
vee Pamuze-haye gaab ?azadane be ?eslam
vaeqor?an ?ehanad vee?an ra naamadi ?aez
ol
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(To propagandize Marxism and the
trainings of the West, they openly insulted
Islam and the Quran and considered it as a
symbol of ...)

By 'they' it is meant 'the enemy’s media
staff' whose representation via
collectivation indicates their role and
importance in helping foreigners without
exception.

L R: use of plural pronoun

Aggregation: a large number of enemy’s
media personnel, a large number and
several tens of millions of Muslims, five
hundred thousand students, all the fans of
the system, millions of demonstrators.
Like:

30. /?emruz Somare ziyadi &z
karkonane raesane-haye doSmeen dsa
?Poropa vee amrika ra keesani taeskil
midehand ke teye se dasheye gozesste daa
matbu?ate ?iran vee digaa reesane-haye
daxel gadaam mizaadaand./

(Today, a large number of the enemy's
media staff in Europe and America is
made of those who wrote in the Iranian
press and other domestic media in last
three decades.)

LR: use of 'quantifier accompanied by
noun

The Enemy’s media personnel is pictured
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as aggregation. The author shows their
multiplicity in this way and, as a result,
shows the need for attention to this

problem and dealing with it.

3.2. Exploring theldeology

Critical discourse analysis is inclined to
explore ways through which ideology in
language is reflected in various social
ingtitutions. According to Wodak (2006),
ideology is the most important aspect of
creating, maintaining and stabilizing the
unequal power relations. The relationship
between discursive features and ideology is
two-way and through investigation of these
features, we can uncover the ideology
suppressed in the discourse and, actualy,
the dominant ideology in the minds of the
writers of texts. As concrete examples, the
ideology dominant on four analyzed texts
out of the present data in E'temad, Sharq,
Resalat and Keyhan newspapers (one text
from each journal) are:

a) The underlying ideology in the text of
E'temad newspaper entitled '?aemniyaet
vee ?entexabat’ (Election and Security)
(No. 2253, dated 06/09/2011):

1) A good and complete election will help
to establish security. 2) The maximum

participation of people is the requirement
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of a good and far election. 3)
Disqualification, propagandistic
inequalities and not observing trust in
peopl€e's votes are threats to the security of
4) The presidentia
election in 2009, in contrast with that in
1997, had no features of a fair election. 5)

the community.

The current trend in the country's elections
is unfair and weakens the security of the
community.

b) Theunderlying ideology in the text of
Sharqg newspaper  entitled ‘'ruze
xabaarnegar vee magtbu?ate mostaegel’
(The day of journalist and independent
press) (No. 7634, dated 10/08/2011):

1) Diversity and plurality of newspapers
and press and their independence is one of
the features of a healthy community. 2)
Lack of free and independent media
atmosphere increases the violations of the
executive and density of demands and their
getting critical. 3) The current media
environment in the country is limited. 4)
The current crisis in the country is the
product of this restricted media
environment.

¢) Theunderlying ideology in the text of
Resalat newspaper entitled 'qaeflagt ?aez
tachajome farhaengie doSmaen' (The

neglect of the enemy’s cultural invasion)
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(No. 1314, dated 08/08/2011):

Table 1 Tota number of sentences and socio-
semantic features in the data texts

Total
Total Number
Publications Number of
of Sentences
Features
E'temad 275 204
Sharqg 227 344
Resalat 215 568
Keyhan 443 688

Table 2 Frequency and percentage of socio-

semantic featuresin E'temad texts

Rank Feature Frequen | Percentag
cy e
1 Exclusion 69 % 33.8
2 Impersonalization 45 % 22.1
3 Activation 32 % 15.7
4 Genericization 24 %11.8
5 Collectivization 11 %5.4
6 Others 23 % 11.3

1) Still like the past, some help the enemy's
cultura invasion by infiltrating into the
media environment of the country. 2)
Many of high-level officials in reformist
government, in the past and present, are the
enemy's puppets in cultural invasion. 3)
The judiciary and the ingtitutions

responsible for national security should
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deal with these people forcefully.

d) Theunderlying ideology in thetext of
Keyhan newspaper entitled '‘paduhaye
?gjare?i!’ (Hired Flunkies!) (No. 20000,
dated 15/08/2011):

1) The agents and authors of Khatoon
specia issue are dependent on a flow
known as deviationa flow. 2) The
deviational flow is dependent on foreign
intelligence services. 3) The deviational
flow is in connection with the flow named
as conspiratorial flow of 2009. 4) Their
main goal in publishing the specia issue
has been to create tension, discord and
disruption in nationa and internationa

affairs of the country.

4. Reaults

In this study, we have analyzed forty texts —
editorials and daily notes- from four Persian
newspapers to see how language can have
two different layers of meaning, the
superficia linguistic meaning and the
underlying ideologicad meaning. In
response to the first research question (How
are the ideologies resident in the minds of
writers, intellectuals and groups reflected in
texts?), it should be noted that the ideology
dominating the minds of writers and groups

is reflected in the text using discursive
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features as ‘'exclusion’, ‘activation,

‘personalization’, 'impersonalization’,
'genericization’, differentiation, etc., in the
texts. The type, frequency and distribution
of these features were different from one
publication to another. The total number of
socio-semantic features applied in different
newspapers is shown in table 1. Tables 2-5
illustrate the frequency and percentage of

the features in the four publications:

Table 3 Frequency and percentage of socio-
semantic featuresin Shar q texts

Ran Feature Frequenc | Percentag

k y e

1 Exclusion 133 % 38.7
2 Passivation 80 % 23.2
3 Activation 58 % 16.7
4 Impersor?al izatio 31 %9

5 Funcnogallzatlo 15 % 4.4

6 Others 27 % 7.8

Table 4 Frequency and percentage of socio-
semantic features in Resalat texts

Rank Feature Freqyuenc Perczntag

1 Activation 246 % 43.3

2 Passivation 95 % 16.7

3 ! mperso nalizat 74 % 13
ion

4 Individualizati 68 %12
on

5 Association 35 % 6.2

6 Others 50 % 8.8
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Table 5 Frequency and percentage of socio-
semantic featuresin Keyhan texts

Frequenc | Percent
Rank Feature & &
y e
1 Appraisement 287 %41.7
2 Activation 194 % 28.2
Impersonalizat
3 ) 89 % 12.9
ion
4 Association 54 % 7.8
5 Passivation 32 % 4.7
6 Others 32 % 4.7

Our findings, then, show that the
general approach in Etemad and Sharq
newspapers is using the features 'exclusion'
and 'passivation’ and representing social
actors in a passive, datic mode. The
general tendency in Resalat and Keyhan is
to use features ‘activation' and
‘appraisement’ and to represent the actors
in an active, dynamic mode. Evidence is,
therefore, presented to the 'implicitness' of
the texts in E'temad and Sharqg, which are
known as Reformist publications, and
‘explicitness of Resalat and Keyhan,
regarded as 'Fundamentalist' publications.
This difference in degree of mystification
between the two groups of newspapers

_Reformists and Fundamentalists  seems
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to be due to the difference in their amount
of access to the sources of power. The
more individuals, groups and institutions
have access to sources of power, the more
likely they tend to be more explicit and
vice versa

The results out of the analyses of the
data revealed that socio—semantic features
such as activation, passivation, exclusion,
etc., are mostly reflected using linguistic
features in the texts. So, in response to the
second question (How is the linguistic
redlization of the discursive structures
performed in the given texts?), it should be
acknowledged that linguistic redization of
discurgve structuresin the texts is performed
using linguistic structures such as active vs.
passive, use of nominalization, coordination,
accompaniment  circumstantial, quantifier,
pre-modifier, etc. An important point about
the relationship between socio-semantic
features on one hand, and linguistic
features on the other hand, is that all socio-
semantic features do not necessarily have
formal redlizations. For example, the
'differentiation’ feature in the present study
did not have any formal linguistic
realization, but it took place semantically
in the whole text.

The third question was, 'How can we
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explain the relationship between the
discursive features and ideology and
hidden power relations in these texts? To
answer this question, we can say that, as
mentioned in the previous parts of the
paper, there is a dialectal relationship
between discursive features and ideology,
and by studying these features we can
uncover the hidden ideology behind the
discourse and in fact the dominant
ideology in the minds of texts authors. In
this study, through extraction of discursive
socio—semantic features and qualitative
analyses, we were able to understand the

dominant ideology hidden in the texts.

5. Conclusion

Using Van Leeuwen's model (1996) for
critical discourse analysis, this study has
scientifically analyzed some texts
belonging to a particular period of our
press to endorse the claim of critical
discourse analysts that no text is free from
ideological load and attitudes of its
creators. Since critical discourse analysis
investigates the relationship between
language and thought, in this study the
attempt was to examine the ideology
hidden behind the texts and its influence on

the layout of the current discourse of the
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press community of this period. It was
done through examining the methods of
representing socia actors in today's
Persian press texts.

The present research suggests that
linguistic structures are controlled by
'soci0-semantic features and these features
are themselves determined by ‘ideology'
which, in turn, is determined by 'power
relations’ in a broader scale of the society.
According to Fairclough (1989) the final
and more practical goal of Critical
Discourse Analysis is to increase public
awareness to language and power,
especialy to the fact that how language
contributes to domination of some people
over others. One goal of this study was to
achieve awareness and to foster critical
thinking.

One of the results of this study is
supporting and extending the applicability
of Van Leeuwen's model (1996) in
analyzing the texts, in general, and
analyzing the press texts, in particular.
Analyses carried out using this model
shows that this model can be a useful
instrument to revea the suppressed text
layers and the ideol ogies behind the texts.

Another theoretical implication of this

study is endorsing the clam of
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functionalist linguists on the priority of
function over form. Unlike formalists who
believe in the superiority of language form
over its function, functionalists believe that it
is the practical function of language that
governs linguistic forms. The anayses
conducted in this study indicated that the
form of language is formed so that it can
play the roles that are entrusted to it by the
discourse. Sdection of certain words,
syntactic mechanisms such as passvization,
nomindization, coordination, usng specia
pronouns, etc., al of which work at
sentence level and in internal structure of a
clause or sentence, are all at the service of
playing the role entrusted by socia
structures bigger than language. Therefore,
linguistic structures of the texts are
controlled by socio-semantic features.
These features, in turn, are determined by
ideologies, which in turn, are determined
by power relations at a more extended and
macro-level of the society.
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