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A rhetorical analysis of the imaginal areas of Fazil Nazari’s Poetry

Mahboobe Hemmatian*
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Abstract
In order to transfer the themes to his poetry reader, Fazil Nazari has created great
images by means of two rhetorical arts, that is, simile and metaphor, utilizing
elements of nature around. The authors in this study have tried to examine the poetic
images of Nazari and the elements used to make these images, and analyze the
various areas and themes of his poetry in rhetorical terms. Fazil has used many
natural elements in imagery creation. These elements can be categorized into
different domains. To this purpose, he has used metaphor and simile in a same range
in his illustrations.Elements of nature, which he used to depict his inner thoughts and
emotions, have transformed his poetry into an articulation and manifestation of
phenomena that have helped him express the poet's insights, such as living beings
and possessors of spirit and emotion. The most important poetic and artistic images
that Nazari created by means of metaphor and simile are the following:
Elements of nature, which he used to depict his thoughts and emotions, have
transformed his poetry into an articulation and manifestation of phenomena that have
helped him express his insights, such as living beings and possessors of spirit and
emotion. The most important poetic and artistic images that Fazil Nazari visualized and
depicted by means of metaphor and simile are the following: sea, wave, rain, fountain,
marsh, sky, moon, moonlight, night, mountain, fire, mirror, window and so on.
Sometimes he has used a few elements in a bit and blended multiple images together
to express themes. Fazil Nazari's poetic images can be classified into several groups.
Each group includes several illustrating elements as follows:

1. Elements associated with water and its essentials, such as sea, rain, wave, river,
pond, marsh, bubble, drop, fountain, vortex, beach, mussel, etc.
Elements related to light, such as flame, fire, volcano, candle, ash, etc.
Elements associated with the sky, such as clouds, moon, moonlight, sun, night,
etc.
4. Elements associated with soil, such as mountains, stone, pebbles, rocks, terrain,
deserts, etc.
Elements related to plants, such as seedlings, trees, gardens, etc.
Elements that fall within the range of fruits, such as apples, pomegranates,
wheat, etc.
7. Elements of the group of animals and birds such as fish, butterfly, yak, pigeon, etc.
8. Elements that are objects and inorganic matters, such as mirrors, cages, walls,

windows, trains, straws, etc.
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A statistic survey shows the quantity of poet's use of imagery in those fields as
follows: water domain %28, sky and objects jointly %17, plant domain %13, light field
%8, soil domain %7, animal domain %5 and fruits %3. These statistic results suggest
that the contemporary innovator poet has used elements existing in the field of water,
sky, objects and material more than other natural elements in making and processing his
own poetic images. Among these elements, the contribution of animals and the fruits
were less than other areas. That’s totally obvious that the poet's skill in using illustrative
elements and conveying mental and intrinsic concepts in the form of various metaphors
and similes is one of the factors of the popularity of the poet among the readers. So his
poetry in this term is both metaphor- and simile-bound.
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