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( 0���)% 	� )'�
 $B H��B�� o?)�� W��% ��'� j�� �'B)N'< ���2%� &�

 ��4 � ��)�	� .H���	�B �H�<� o?)�� ���% D2���� 	� o?)�� $% H�	�S���	4
o2( ��,�� $% �>)% $B �<�(� ���� y�7/ +�6Y>� 1�<� $% ��)�	� .2���% &2f% &�( 

 �D)e�F� g�-( 3�	 	� �2�:�� �S����� 2�O �>)% � 2���% );: ��E�� � @���>
 2������ j�� 2���% D2�4 P7B &�)% ������� G	�: 2���� $B ���4 &�(�)�� � 2: o?)��
 2��)B 	�)N� �	 ����� G	�: 0%)Q� ��7( �����4 j�� �Q��� 	� z�)(�� .2�),% =�
 3� &	�B
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&)�)% 3� �(�S4 �% �  ��4 $% �D�)B �(	 ��> ��8 $% �	 ��)�	� �<�(� �����	�
 �����
=�4 )% ��,� G��	�� 	��� �����	�
 .2�'S)%  2%�f� ��3 =�4 #���� $% ��)�	� 2%�f� ��3

 �+���)() 2���� #�Q�� 1N: ��);% $% j�� �	 );: �<�(� �6)S �S�)% $% � �	�� );:
6 �102-94 .(  

�� +���)(  3� T
 2��S ����7C� � 2�2: ���	�� @:� � ��4 	�*�(	 �����	�
 ���)�	�
 $% $N��� &�)% �� .�)B 2�(��> o?)�� �k�: ��7( �% � ��)�	� 2���7( �	 ��4 $B 2�:��

����	�
 ����7C� $B 2(� ��'� ��,C��� �%1�<� �� �U2�� �D��,� ���	�� @:� $B 2�B
R����D	��� ]?)F� &�)% $.�� ��)� #���P��j� � ���7�(�	 � ��% ��)�	� $% 1F� ��)�
H��*�( G�> V	�%	� +���)( @���	 $B @�� �:�	 .��% ����7C� ��� )9�� 1�<� j�� -

D2��4 @?�(�� �j�� ����	�
 ���%�� ����7C� RC��� $% =�
�'�
 � �	�� ���7� 	�: $B 2(�
�7�3�% � &	��� ��� .��,� =�% �<��> � �(?�� �����	�
 b�: � $'�	 ��� P� 3� �D2��4 ��

 &�� 3� � �	�� �����4 &3�)�
 � ���	�� �),� 0Q�� 3� =��S2����> � +���)( �(�S4 	�
��� @���	 3� �� p)C $% �)9����� ��� 	� ��4 =�� � ����� � ��)�� &�(D)S �(D�	�> 

 .@�� 

 ���� $B @:�� D2���)6 D� ��4 ����	�� $% ����	�
 ��	� 0���4 	� �+���)( @���	 $%
  �+���)() ��% D2�4 =�
 oY>� ��),� 3� j�()
 �� �),� )% ��,� �;�46  .109  WLazenby, 

1993: 57 &	�'6�
 J�)� �),� )% $B ��% ��7�B )�
 �H���E�� ���(2���)6 ��� 3� �N� .(
�� $B �� .�)B  �� 3� T
 � ��% D2: D2�(��
 �T���)> 	� =��7/ $% �G	2
 �)� �%

��% $'S3�% ��4 $% ��)� 3� j�)S 	�%   �+���)()6  .104-103 �H�>�7�<�B &�	 y8 )% �(
D�)B jB)7� ��(�)�� 07( V2���)6 �� �	�7<�
 � ��(2���)6 �(� )-��� �� $% @�� :2��S

4 @:��)� $B H�>�7�<�B @��� �% 3�)��» ��N6��)6 �S2�% $% �� �	 �4 � ��B ���f� �	 ��
��2% � ����)% &��34 $% �� �O�% ��> 3� 	��6�)
 � P�� ���� �$'�7( &�)% $��S

&	�a9% ...  )S� .@�� D2'� �)%�	 �B��<�( ).> ���A �% jS)( ��> ��( 3�w4 3� ��4
�)� @:��)� $B @��2�
 D�9�4 ��	��4 �)6 )� �(��� )%�)% 	� ��4 H��*�( @�� $% $B �4 #

�� ��: 3�)�
 )S� ��� ���% 2(��> $A ��6� 2�(��> D�9��
 ����� $B 2:�% 	��2��� 2����
�� .�	�4 2(��> @�� $% �������� ���� 	� �	 $% j�A $7( 3�)�� $��9A � �$��9A ��)


M�	�� �9�% ��  	�)O �� 	��B 	� )S� .�	�� �9�% �� $% j�A $7( ���B� ... �;�� &)�S
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«@:�� 2(��> ����� 	� �	 @��� #��� �� );: � ��% 2(��> ��34 �� .	)  �+���)( .]
6 .109 .(  

�7� K��
 �� $% +���)( )�� oY>� �/�m�� $A V	�%	� z���O� ��(2���)6 $B 2(�
�� D	�:� �2�9�Q� �� �2�9�� $% �;�� �� .2�:�� &�	 &�)% H���E�� &	�'6�
 ���� .2�B

�	�4�� D2�� &	�N:4 �O��� j�� �),� 3�w4 	� D3�	 2�A )�>l� � �),� $% #�9�(��3 � .��:
 .$� �� 2���7% ����	�*�� )��� ��4 $B @�� D��% ��� )� )% )�� oY>� @�� �N7�
 �S2�% $%» gk���� �� ���� =��jS � «@��� @�� $% 3�)�� ���4 �� ����� @:��)�»

�)6 ��	 &��34 $% �� �2�N6�$'�EB � 	�)N�)
 5�m�� �� �«�2� +���)( @���	 	� &�
�� �	 �;�4 0��7� $B 2��(���B�6 V2���)6 �H�������� ���)��� 	� ���� �������� &�)% �(

�U �),� 3� =�
  �+���)()6 �11 j�� H���%�	�� � TEB���7� ���� &�9-S 	� �� (
 �+���)()8 �60� &�9-S ��	�� $� )( 	� .@6�� ( �% H���E�� �������� �% H�������

���7���> ��2�9�Q� �� �2�9�� $% ��7�� �H���%�	�� �% TEB���7� � H�>�7�<�B 

��2�B �;� 5�m�� $% �2�9�Q� �� �2�9�� ��� � ��4 /����� �S�)% �� &��34 ��f� �)�
D)S D�	�> .@��  

 ��(� 	� +���)( �	 �2: ����� g);: ����� &�)% ��4 &�3	4�� H���E�� �	�aS
��'� ��  +�Q� $B ���|7( W�	�> PF� ����	�
 �% ��� 	� ��4 g�fO�� g&��34 $B 2(�

��� ��� 	� j�� ������O	 �(  ) �	�> �+���)(7 .139��� �+���)( 2�� 3� .( &�(
@,��� �������� � �����)�� &�)% ��	�
������ ��,C��� � �� ��� ���% 	�% ���	�� �),� �G�

�	  j�� &	���)*�� ��7( �� ����� @��� +	2O $% ��4 1�2,� � &��34 ��d�	�
)��-� ���7� ��;�
 �H�>�7�<�B � H���E�� ���� &�9-S @���	 �% �� .2��)B $B 2�B

 G	�jS ���|7( .2�:�% ��	�
 3��Q� )%�)% 	� &��34 J6�2� ��������� $B D��% �4 	����>
D2��49-S 3� +���)( 0����7��� ��<� D2����> $% �H�>�7�<�B �% H���E�� &� $B 2�B

�% � 2����> ����2> ��A W2�2: �),� 3�)�
 �����4 �+���)() 2�2��� o)C6 �109 .(
��	)i
 	�n8 ��),� �����);O 	��B 	� ����2> �1�N��
 4��� �:��� 	� 	� W2�	�� &)�

�)( ����4 �H��j� ����2> 	�n8 3� H����3���
 Z�e�� ������);O 	��B 	� �TEB
 k�B 0��78 	�4��� ��:��� ��� 	� H��E�� #�� $% ����);O � H���E�� �H�>�7�<�B

) @�� )��( ���E��Pelling, 2013: 25-26; Carey, 2013: 133  .(  
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���� 1��*  1���  

 ����% ��;� � K�	�� �	j% &�(�),� V)�3 	� �	 �),� ��� ����� ��>	�� 3� &	���%
) 2��)7:)%Davis, 1999: Weir, 2001: 10-16; Lanning, 2003:  &	���% ���?�F� � (

��	)% #�Q�� �%��N� &�(�8 2�2�:�B �&	�9� �� )( &��	� 1F� � �),� 1F� ��N���
���f� �	 ���	�� @:� 	� D�*�  2��B1 ); 66-Hignett, 1963: 66ff; Lazenby, 1993: 55

Krentz, 2010: 8-9, 114-133, 214-218;     ���� �% j�� �),� 5�): @/�� �8 .(
D	�
) �(2��)� &�Rhodes, 2013: 16 �� � ��
 @/�� � D2��7� 	�� ���?�F� �'A 3� �(

D��� ��;�'�
 �	 x,e 0��O�) 2��Hammond, 1968: 36-37 0�Fe 1�N��
 4��� �:��� .(
$��S $% �	 �),��� =��7� &�� ����	�
 ���S $B 2(�R�/ � 	�)6 #�9�( 	 ��8 	� ����'�

G )����) 2��( �	j% k��)� P� $% ���6�1 �O): ��7: =�% 	� k��)� ��� .(
 .��% D2: JO�� �2���% D�3 ��	� ����	�
 $B ���� ��f� ����	�� @:�  

$�Fe � �(��2��	 �>)% Z�e�� 	��SI�� � �),� &�( 2���� ����	�� ���78 &�(
 &�� 3� =�4 @���>	��'B �2�'B =�4 $% &�)% �����4 @�� �% �� � ��	�
 &�(

 @�� 	�N( &�� 3� �'B �6)S 	�4��� $B H�)�S $��B &�� 3� �'B �6)S
)Pelling, 2013: 25) @�� ��'� )��( 3� 	�N:4 �6)S #�;<� �(Flower, 1998: 375; 

McCulloch, 1982: 391; Evans, 1993: 287; Scott, 2005: 44>l� .( 5�): 	� )�
�;� 2��: � 2�:�� 1�<� ��2�A �4 &�)% $B ��% �����4 ��� $% j�� ��� �2��	 ��4 ��)�

��% ����	�*�� �N7B &�)�� )Lazenby, 1993: 59-58 �'A $% @���	 ��� 	� $|�4 ��� W(
�������� H��� ����	�� �),� 3� +���)( @���	 $B @�� ��� 2�4 ����	�
 � �	�� &	�F�

2�4 $B=�4 #���� �� 2���% D17/ $�Yf-�� 2�)�9% ��4 3� �	 �	�� &3�� �� ��( � 2��B
�7� 3�)% �	 1?7Q� � +�)c 3� 	��	�>)% 0��)% +	2O P� ��S2���7� 3� ���'� .2�(�

) 2��( 1f-�� � ��;Q� j�� P�B�� )�� 3� �8 �;�4Tuplin, 2010: 256 RC��� .(
�	 �����
 =�% 3� +���)( @���	�� @?��(L ��� $% &� D���B @�� �Ee� 	�'B $B 2�	

R�/ $% 	���� �	 ����	�
 ��������� $B ��� �	 ����3 	� ����	�
 ��8 	� � 2��)B ���'�
R�/2�>��)
 �;�4 	�'B $% ���'� )Pelling, 2013: 24 4��� �:��� 	� �Ee� 0�Fe .(

R�/ )% j��4 ���6� �( &�	 �����	�
 0-:4 ���'� �������� &�� 3� ��:	�'B � �;�

 
1. Cf. Pritchett, 1960; Vanderpool, 1966: 93-106; Burn, 1962; Van der Veer, 1982: 
290-321 . 
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@�� jB)7� )Pelling, 2013: 24 H���E�� &jB)� D�9��� )% +���)( 2�Bl� � jB)7� .(
 z�)(�� ��7m 	�C $% �����	�
 �% ���	���	 &�)% �9�� P�B�� � ���(�*� =��A 	�

��D���
 �% �),� 0%)Q� ��)9�� 3� =�% H���E�� $B 2��9% 2(��>D	��� �#��� � #���
) @:�� �	 ��	�
 ��3�2��)��Burn, 1962: 249; Krentz, 2010: 1-2 @���	 	� ��� �(

D	�:� ��( �+���)( $% &� �'B)N'< 	� G��	�� ��	�� 	� &� �9�� 0%)Q� $% &�
D2'� T���)> )% =��N8 �8 � �(�N�@�� )Lazenby, 1993: 37  .(  

 $B &j�A )�B�28 ����	�
 &	��9�� V	�%	��� +���)( �;�4 $B @�� ��� 2��S
�� �9����� ��> &�� $% �	 	��� � ��7B ��2% � ]2�� 	�7: �% �����4 �2��� .2��)7:

 k��3�% ����	�
 &�� ���4 �2��� 5�m�� j�� 4��� �:��� 	� $B 2�	��% ��� )% �>)%
$6��) @��Krentz, 2010: 144 2�% P� 	� �	 �),� 1B �O� +���)( ��4 .( $eY>
����7B 2O�6 �	 �����4 � 2�B�� G	�jS D	��� � 	���� 2�B ����	�
 $B 2��9% �� $% 2(��>

��7B �����)6 	�7:D	��� � 	�� RQf� � H)� ���� �% $B @��Q��� R<�� M2�:�� #���
��7B 3� ��������D	��� � ��	����	�
 #���  �+���)()6 .112 $� +���)( @���	 	� �(

D	�:����7B $% &�� ��	��D	��� $% $� ��: $B @�� ��� ��E
�� )6���)B 1�EF� .#���
D	��� �����7� ��Q�� ����-� #���D	��� � �)B =�� &	���)*�� &�2%� 	� ��	�
 g#���

R�/ $B @�� 17F� ��� �@:�2� �(�),� 	� ���2�A  	�B ���4 D�*� ����� =�% �2��	
D	���) ��% #���Tuplin, 2010: 268- 271; Lazenby:1993, 60 $% P��j� �H����3���
 .(
600 �� G	�jS ��),� 3� T
 ���R: ��),� ��C 	� �EF� #�)� $B 2�B 0;�: &�2e �(

�� �	 ���(�*� j�� � ��� � ��,�� H2���	4 H��E�4 �H����3���
 �% ���j7( .2�2��:
�� D	�:�R�� 3� &	�7: �����4 $B 2�B ����	�
 &�() 2��)B o?)�� �	Krentz, 2010: 

141D	��� 	�n8 5�m�� .( k��3�% j�� 1�N��
 ���� �:��� 	� �),� ��2�� 	� #���
$6��  .(4��� )����) @�� 

�9�� &�(��� 	�7:) &�600 ��)% ����	�
 &�)% +���)( $B (�'B z��[7.� ��	�7:
1%�O��7/� @��� )6.95.27( +���)( $N��� DI�� $% �( � �U �),� &�)% �	 	�7: ��

D�)B G	�jS j�� G��	�� 0���N� �'B)N'< &�)% 	�7: ��� �+���)( @���	 	� .@��
 �+���)() @�� 	��f� � �	�2���� �7O	 �����	�
 ����	� ��S���6.9.1 W4.87.1 W

Lazenby, 1993: 46  #2/ � ����	�
 ����	� ��S��� 	�7: V	�%	� +���)( b�)w� .(D	�:� 
$%   ����	� ��S��� P� j�;Q� ���� �����4 $B @�� ��f� ��� $% 2��: ������4 ����	� ��S���
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��� 	� �	 ����	�
 �% ��	� 	� �),� 0%)Q� � 2���)�� 490   &�)% �;�4 ���� )�B�28 � 2�:�2�
 �	�7:)
 ����	� ��S��� ]	�2�200  ��% TEB���7� Z.< $% � T��U�� 	� �9�� ���

  �+���)()7  .144  WLazenby, 1993: 38 �����4 ��7( $B ���B G���)6 2��,� ��7m 	� .(
 	� ����	�
 �% �),� $% �� � 2�2���>�)6 ������ 3� �	 ��> ����	� ��S��� ������ G	�: 	�

 �+���)() 2���2� ��	�6 .15-7 �	 j�� ��)�	� o?)�� V	�%	� ��2��	 ��7( .(
���  �+���)()6 .1003� $B ���� �;�� .( �� ���� $% ��� ����	�
 �),� $B @��Q�4 2�4

 $% (H�<����4 	��)% �H�)�S $��B) D2: ��j��4 �)6 @�� �),� P� �% ��	�
 &�)6
�� J.O �	 ��	�
 �'B D2: D2�'B )���� $% j�� 4��� �:��� 	� $B @���	 ��� � 2�B

 ��	�
 P� �� @�� ���4 P� &)�<� Z�e�� 	� z�?�[7.� (4��� )����) �+���)()6 .
114 .( 

�� D	�:� ���N� � ��	�
 #�O �� $% �;�� �+���)( ���	�� @���	 	� ���� ��( � 2�B
�7� D�)% )9�� #��O� 3�  �+���)() ��:6  .113 �������� D�*� 	�7: 3� �:	�jS +���)( .(

D��2� @�� $%�� #�� �� 	�j( D�3�� �� D� 3� &2f% J%��� ��� �@��) 2�)%Lazenby, 1993: 

54  #2/ .(R����  1%�O �;�� $� j�� �),� ������ � ��	�
 ��9'B 	�7: ����)%) @��� ��7/�
1381  :247  �Z����2��� W1381  :138   ���% j;Q� )% ��,� +���)( ��> @���	 �% $NE% �(

�( �����)�� #�� 3� �������� H)� � ��	�
 ���)��	�2� ����>  �+���)()6 .112 z�)(�� .(
 	� ��9'B 	�7: 2:�% )'�% ���(�*� 	�7: $A )( �@���	 	� $B @��� �N: $N� ���

 �2�7;6 .2:�% )7B 2��% j�� ��9'B 	�7: 2:�% )7B $A )( � 2:�% )'�% 2��% j�� �;�4
 2������ JO�� 	� �� � 2��	�> @�N: ����	�
 $B ��� �	 �(�,:� $A $B 5�m�� ���

	��:� �2�),% =�
 3� &	�B D	��� �O� $B @�� ��� ���	 D�S2�� .@�� 3� ��	�
 g#���
) 2��B $E78 $B 2�6)S ��7�� �������� 2: oa8 ��� 0�FeBurn, 1962: 246; 

Hignett, 1963: 66ff; Hammmond, 1988: 511 gI�U�6 $B D2: p).� j�� D2�� ��� .(
$f��� 	���%@�E
�( 06��2���% $>��:�� PA�B &���4 	� �(  �% ���	�� 	� ����	�
 �

) �)B )�2% �	 �;�4 Jm� $B 2�2: �)%�	 &2�2� j�ABriant 2002: 539-540 $:aS .(
@�E
�( &	��9�� 3���� 	� $B �	�� ���� j�� 	��% ��� ��(3� =�
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Herodotus and the Narration of 
the Battle of Marathon 

 
Narges Shahnazari;1* Ali Asghar Mirzaei2** 

 
Abstract 
The Battle of Marathon, the first direct confrontation between the 
Persians and the Greeks in 490 BC, was a turning point in the relations 
between the Achaemenid Empire and the Greek world. Over time, this 
battle become an epic in defense of Greek freedom. However, less 
attention, despite the inspirational feature of the battle, has been paid 
to its narration and the perception of Greek historians and their 
audiences of it. This article seeks to answer the question of the motif the 
Greek sources, especially Herodotus, used in the narration of the Battle 
of Marathon and the subjectivity of their Greek audiences. Research 
findings show that Herodotus, the most important narrator of the battle, 
paid less attention to the Marathon than to the Xerxes wars, but by 
placing it in the field of Persian wars, on the one hand, he has made the 
Marathon the end point of the Ionian uprising and on the other hand, 
the introduction of the Xerxes wars, by which he has intended to make 
his audience believe that the catastrophic wars between the Persians and 
the Greeks were rooted in the Persians' overthrow of the Ionians, the 
collaboration of the Ionian tyrants with the Persians, and eventually the 
Ionian uprising. From Herodotus's point of view, the Marathon was the 
result of the Ionian uprising, and Salamis was the result of the Battle of 
Marathon. Thus, the Marathon was a link between the string of Persian 

and Greek wars . 
Keywords: Marathon, Herodotus, narrative, Persians, Ionian uprising. 
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