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The Role of Modern Government on Ethnocentrism in
Iran
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Manizheh Sadri*

Abstract:The present study, assuming the ethnic diversity and plurality of the
Iranian community, examines the issue that how the creation of a modern state in
Pahlavi I era and its modernization policies have exacerbated ethnocentrism in Iran.
The humiliating and violent tendencies of ethnic homogenization not only led to
impossibility of creation of civil society and national cohesion in Iran, but also
caused dissatisfaction of Iranian ethnic groups. The Pahlavi I government was the
first state that sought to establish a national identity based on nationalistic ideas, and
not only failed to create a coherent national identity, but also due to an inappropriate
approach to nationalism and modernization, sowed the seeds of ethnic tensions into
problematic political periods and situations.
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- Abrahamian, Yervand (1980), Kasravi: The Integrative Nationalist of Iran,
towards a Modern, London: Frank Cass.
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