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Abstract

The aim of this study was to study carpets as a historical document related to the personality of Taghi khan
Durrani. Many sources have studied the history of Kerman during the Zandieh Era and due to the
importance of the Taghi Khan government; attention has also been paid to it. There are various approaches
to his character among these sources. Some have paid to his good behavior and others to his moral vices. In
order to conduct this research, the author faced significant contradictions in introducing the character of
Taghi Khan Durrani, the ruler of Kerman in the Zandieh Era. Taghi Khan Durrani in the court sources of
Zandieh Erais well known, in the history books of Kerman in a different way and the endowment carpet
has a clear and different message. Therefore, the issue of research is to introduce the importance of carpets
as a historical document with the example of Taghi Khan Durrani's character. Understanding the reason for
the heterogeneity of opinions in recognizing the mentioned person in the endowment carpet and other
sources is considered. The need to address such an issue is of historical importance and leads to the
development of written sources of the Zandieh Era (1163-1209 AH), which have aways been neglected.
Therefore, the comparative study of resources with the approach of recognizing him as much as possible is
the main goa of the research. In addition, this article aims to introduce the documentary function of carpet
and text analysis. Woven endowed carpet of Zandieh Era is important to recognize the character of Taghi
Khan Durrani and reminding the importance that in addition to paper documents, there is a woven
document in the form of carpet and introduction of a new function. It has been written under the title of
"Documentary” an one hand and adapting the written sources and understanding the divergence of
approaches to the ruler of Kerman on the other hand. The carpet in question is one of the woven fragments
of Kerman in the Zandieh Era, which is currently kept in the registration number 20294 in the National
Museum of Iran. Data collection is done by the library method and is done with a descriptive, comparative
and analytical approach. In addition, research is a type of documentary study. It seems that in addition to
using and enriching the sense of aesthetics, carpets can aso have a documentary function. Another
hypothesis is that the character of Taghi khan Durrani has a different reflection among the court texts, the
history of Kerman and the inscription of the endowed carpet of Zandieh Era. The poem in the carpet
inscription indicates the propaganda function. The present study seeks to answer the following questions
with a comparative, historical and analytical approach:

Does the carpet in question have significant documentary information in recognizing the character of Taghi
Khan Durrani? Does the weaver have a kind of propaganda function and play a documentary role in
introducing the good behavior of donator? What are the reasons for the difference in the approach of court
sources and the text of the carpet inscription in recognizing Taghi Khan? The required data were obtained
using files and notes based on library studies and the description and analysis of the information was based
on the author's assumptions. Recordings and writing obtained from the observations of the mentioned
carpet form amajor part of the text and are the basis of the conclusion.

In general, thereis a contradiction in the views and personalities of Taghi Khan Durrani in the court sources
of Zandieh's history and the endowment carpet. Most of the books that did not have a free prose and were
commissioned by the court have introduced Taghi Khan as a rebellious person. The court clerks in each
period did not adhere to a clear historiographical model, but rather focused on praising the king and gaining
his approval. While the endowed carpet has a different look as a remained woven document. However, the
endowed carpet is woven by the order of Taghi Khan and, like the historical texts of the court, is not empty
of the praises of the ordering person. According to the poetic content of the endowment carpet inscription,
Taghi Khan is an honorable, noble, brave and donator human being. Since various dimensions cause a deep
insight, considering the approach of carpet inscription as a reflection of courtly features as the mirror of the
vices of Taghi Khan Durrani, this makes the researcher deny the determinism of history. On the other hand,
it seems that handmade fragment has had a promotional function as a mean of acceptance and popularity
among people. In this research, an attempt was made to introduce a different function from the
underlayment, wall hangings and other famous uses and arrangement of carpets. Inscribed carpets can be
read by having textual information and reserves in the place of the first document. Regardless of the value,
judgment, and knowledge of the good and bad traits of historical figures, knowing them and knowing their
thoughts, actions, mistakes, and services has been very useful. There is no significant connection between
this document and the history books of the Zandieh Era.

Keywor ds: Endowed Carpet Inscription, Zandiyeh, Taghi Khan Durrani, Written Court Sources.
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