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Abstract

Combining and sorting alphabets, aiming at the effectiveness of text content, is the pillar key of
typography. By converting a two-dimensional typography to three-dimensional, the effectiveness of the text
becomes greater .If these works are installed in public spaces, urban furniture criteria should be considered
in addition to observing the inherent characteristics of typography. The purpose of the study was to
investigate the visual features of three-dimensional typography works performed in the cities of Tehran and
Mashhad from 2011 to 2015. The question is: What are the visual characteristics of the works and how are
they categorized? Research method is analytical and comparative. Data collection is based on library and
field resources. The statistical society is the three-dimensional typography works performed in Tehran and
Mashhad; the sampling method is purposeful.

Today, calligraphy has been entered in new fields such as packaging, advertising and architecture with the
advancement of industry and the digital revolution. In this case, typography is considered as urban
furniture. Therefore, due to the multifaceted nature of all the senses of the audience, it is involved with the
work of art. In the study of typographic works as urban decorations, several topics are discussed: reading
the work, distance from the work, the surrounding space, color and formal proportions of the work,
installation environment, technical and material harmony with the content of the calligraphy.

The outcome of the typographic works installed in Tehran and Mashhad cities is important because it is the
result of a new business of environmental graphics and urban furniture. Ease of reading is the most
important factor and form, its composition and relevance to the content are sub factors.

These works can be distinguished in two categories: urban volume and volume writing. The works of the
first group are the result of deepening the two-dimensional surface. The second group is divided into frontal
and multifaceted visual effects. The works of the second group have a better capability for living spaces in
urban spaces, which can be considered as urban furniture.

The works of Mashhad have been mainly performed with the religious theme of the Quran and the name of
the Shiite Imams, but in Tehran, in addition to them, praise and greeting to God, Prophet Mohammad,
Salavat, verses of the holy Quran and the names of God have also been worked a lot. The calligraphy used
in multi-faceted works is Kufic and in single-angle works it is Nastaliq, Thuluth and decorative Kufic. In
Tehran, new traditional calligraphies such as Moalaa and abstract calligraphies have also been used. The
type of presentation, composition method, arrangement of letters or words together in Tehran has a
significant scope compared to Mashhad. Some works use national visual symbols such as cypress. Most of
the materials used in the works are mainly metal.

The most important issue in typography is the readability that is relatively observed in the works, although
the fragmentation of the composition can be seen in it. Coordination and harmony with the work
environment is another factor that is related to the base, point of view and visibility. High contrast colors
bring out bold color to the artist. This issue is more evident in Tehran's artworks. Positive and negative
space, composite calligraphies and visual active points such as Bismillah have suggested a successful
element. Curved shapes, monochrome colors and their harmony with the green background of trees are the
strengths of the some works. Some other works are expanded in the form of abstract alphabets with curved
forms in depth, although interest in abstract forms has diminished the readability of the work. Some
conceptual works have been performed too. For instance, a part of the inscription has been written and the
other part has been completed by the audience.

A study of the works of Tehran and Mashhad shows they do not follow the form of function most of the
times. In other words, the message here is that it doesn't fit the form. So only a few of these works are
volumetric combinations of alphabets. Some of the works have become inappropriate, or the distance
between the field of view and the reading of the work has turned it into an unbalanced work. It should also
be noted that visual disturbances cause the observer's vision to be impaired.

However, the similarity of the three-dimensional techniques, as well as the type of material, indicates a
common pattern for the construction of volumetric typography. It is believed that this process will lead to
non-creative reproduction of the works.

Keywords: Calligraphy, Typography, 3D, Urban Furniture, Tehran, Mashhad.
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